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Diſcourling of ſundry e exam- 
ples, for the aduancement of 
Vertue, and the abandonin g 

of Vice: No leſſe pleaſant in 
Reading, then profitable 
in Practiſe. 
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Now newly Peruſed and Cor- 6 
rected, with ſome thing 
- | added ; „„ 
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The Argument. 

Mans ſoule is dearely beloued of God her 
Father. And yet for ſundrie good graces 
ſhee is tempted of the Diuell by chree 
diuers meanes, at three ſeuerall ages in 
this mortall life : if ſhee reſiſt and over= 
come the lame, ſhee is hereby adopted to 
the fruition of Matrimoniall joy in hea» 
uen, with Chriſt the Sonne of God, 


The firſt Hiſtorie. 
DO Dmetimes there dwelt in 
A 2 nv Rome A mightie Emperour 
n which bad a faire creature 
to his Daughter, named A- 


” thalanta, Whom diners great 

Lo2ds, and many noble Knights deſired 
o haue to Mife. This Athalanta was 
vondzous ſwift of foot: wherefoze ſucha 
aw was made, that no man ſhould haue 
er to wile except hee could out · runne her 
A3 and 


and take her byſwiftneſſe of foot. It betell ; 


run with her. Then ſaid her father, there 


uided him thzee balls of gold againft the 


him againe. And then he thꝛew forth the 
did befoze and toke it ran in that whi 
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that many came to run with her, bui could 5 
> overtake her. At the laſt there came a 
ht named Pomeis, bits her Father, 
faid to him: Py Lo2d, if it pleaſe pon 
5 glue me pour daughter to wife, J will 


is a law made, that who ſo will haue her 4 
to wife muſt firlt run with her: and if hee 1 
ouertake her not he ſhall loſe his head, and 
if hee onertake her, then hall J wed erf 7 
vnto him. 1 

And when the Emperour bad tolde hi dim 
all the perill that might fall in the winning | 
of her, the night volunterily granted to 


abide that ieopardy. Then the Knight p20-7 


running. And when thep had begunne te 
runne a little ſpace; the poung Ladpouer- 
ranne him: then the Knight th2ew fozth 
befo2e her the firſt ball of gold: and when? 
the Damſell ſaw the ball, ſhee ooped and 
fooke it vp, and in the meane while the 
Bnight gat befoze her, but that auailed 
little: fo2 then ſhe percelued that ſhe ran? 
ſo faſt, that in ſhozt ſpace ſhee gat befoze!: 


lecond ball of gold, and ſhe ſtooped as ſhe! 


Geſta o manorum gz 2 __ 
the Knight gat befoze her againe: which 
this young Damſell ſeeing, conffrapned 
7 yec ſelfe, and ranne ſo fall. (that ſhe ſone 
had him at abantage againe, and (vas as 
a foze him: now by that time they were nigh 
u the marke where they ſhould abide, wher- 
"7 foze the Knight thzew fozth the third Ball 
"7 befoze her, and cher ſtoped done fo take 
vp the Ball, and while the was taking vp 
the third Ball, the Knight gat befoze her, 
er and was firſt at the marke. And thas was 
che wonne. l O01 
= The Morall. EIT of 


By this Emporour is bnderſfood the 
Father of Heauen, and by the Damſell is 
vnderſtod the Soule of man with whom 

% many Deuils deſtre to run, and to deceine 
her through their temptations , but thee 
withſtandeth them mightily, and euer- 
tommeth them, And when hee hath done 
his wozfk, and map not ſpeed, then makes 

he be the Bals of Gold, and ealteth them 
bekoꝛe her in ths thꝛe ages of man that is 

au to ſap, in pouth, in manhod,andin old age. 
| Lecherte befoze her, that is to ſap, the de⸗ 
dre of the fleth : nenerthelefle foz all this 
le ball,oftentzmes man ]nerconmoth the di⸗ 
nol : A 4 yell, 
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bell, by acknowledging ok his ſinries lo 

God; by hearty repentance and amende. 

bi ment of life. The ſecond ball is the ball of | 
Piide, the which the Deolli caſteth to man 
Yi in his manhed,that is to ſay,in his middle 
gage: but this ball, man oftimes onercoms 
meth, as did the firſt , but let him beware 

ol the third ball, which is Covetonſnefſe, 7 
that the Deuill cafteth to man in his old} 7 
age,” which is dzeadfull: fo: except a man 
map ouercome this Ball, with the other 


two, he ſhall loſe his Honour, that is to 
ſap, theKingvome of Heauen. Foz when 
If a man burneth in Conefouſaefſe, he thin- 7 
kethnot on ghoffly Riches (fo2 ener his 
heart is ſet on wozldly gods) and reckon- ⸗ 
 ethnotofPzayers, noz of wel-doing : and 
thus loſeth hee his heritage, to the which 
God hath bought him with his pꝛecious 'A 
bloud: vnto the which onr Led Jeſus 
Thzilt bzing vs all. Amen. 4 


14 T be Argument. ; 
x As God allotteth diuers men divers callings | 
and eſtates of liuing in this World, o i: 
every man tryed by the rules of life and 
doctrine, whether his practice agree 7 
- With his profeſſion, in prohring bimſelſe 

| Vithourpreindice ro orhers, Wherti if | 


| p 
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hee ſo hold himſelſe content, ſar ſuch 
Sonne the he auenly Fat her hat h planted 
a Tree of heauenly treaſure in the liſe 
that ſhall be euerlaſting, 


5 


7 The ſecond Hiſtoric, 
| 4 75 dwelt ſomtime in Rome a wiſe 
and mightie Cmperour, named An- 
ſelme, wbich bare in his armes a ſhield of 


n 7 Silver with fine red Roſes, This Em⸗ 
rperour had thze Donnes whom he loued 


much, hee had alſo continuall warre with 
the King of Eappt:in which warre he lot 
all his tempozall gods, except a pꝛectous 
XZ Dre, It foztuneth after on a day that he 
gaue battaile to the ſame King of Egypt, 
wherein he was grienovſly wonnded. Ne- 


= nerthclefſe he obfapned the bictozte , hats 


þ withſtanding her had his deadly wound. 


wherkoꝛe while he lap at point of death, he 


called vnto him his eldeſt Sonne and ſaid: 
| Pp deare and welbeloned Bonne, all m 


XxX tempozall riches J haue ſpent, and almo! 


nothing is left me, except a pꝛecidus Tree, 
the which ſtandeth in the midit of mine 

= Cmpire: J cine to the all that is bnder 
the earth, and above the earth of the ſame 
e 7 Tre. O myrenerend Father (quoth he) 
f I thanke 1 much. | 
Then 
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Then laid the Emperonr, call fo m& 
my ſecond Sonne. Anane the eldeſt Bonne 7 


PER © 2 
7255 N 


greatly toping of his farhers gift, called in 7 


às IJ haue ſpent all mpgods, except a træ 


- which ſtandeth in mine Empire, of the 


which Trie J bequeath to the all that is 


great and ſmall. Then anſwered hee and 


ſaid: Pp-renerend Father A thanke vou 


ſaid his Sonne: Father J thanke pou. 


Now when the ſecond Sanne heard this, 


x r 


his brother. And when bee came the Em⸗ 
perour ſoid: My deare ſonne (quoth he) 1 
mav not make my teſtament, fo as much 


much. Then ſaid the Emperour, call to 
me mp third Sonne, and lo it was done. 
And when hee was tome, the Emperour 1 
id: Pp deare ſonne, A muſt die of theſe 7 
wounds, and J haue onely a pzecious tre, 


5 2 
1 
1 1 2, . 


ef which J haue bequeathed thy B2ethzen 7 
their po2tions, and to the A begueath thy 
po2tfon : fo2 J will that thou haue of the 
ſaid Tree all that is wet and dzie. Then 


Done after the Cmperour had made 3 
this bequeſt he died. And anone the eldelf 7 
Donne ſhoztly after twk ſeaſon of the tree, 2 


he came to him, ſaying : Py Bother, by |? 
what Law oz title occupie pou this Tre 
Deare b2other (quoth he) J occupie it by 7 
oo ** my ther gaue me al that is vn 
Der = 


"» Geſta Romanorum. 4 
der the earth and abone of the ſaid free, 
phy ceaſon therefo2e the tree is mine. Un- 
> Knowing fo the, quoth the ſecond b2other, 
he gaue me all that is in bzeadth, length, e 
© dcepneſſe of the laid tree, and therefoze A 
h haue as great right in the tree as pou. This 
hearing the third lon, he came to them and 
ſaidꝛ Py welbeloued b2ethzen, ti behoneth 
= pou not to ffrine fo2 fhis tree, fo2 as much 
licht haue J in this tre as p: fo2 by the 
law, pee wot, the laſt will and teſtament 
ducght to ſtand : fo2 of truth hee gaue mes 
ok the ſaid tree all that is wet and dap, 
and therekoꝛe the tre by right is mine: but 
le 2 fo2as much as pour wozds are of great 
2 fozce and mine alſo, my counſell is that we 
be iudge d by reaſon : fo2 it is not good noz 
commendable that any ſtrife o: diffention 
ſhould be among bs. Here beſide dwelleth 
2 King ok reaſon, therefoze to auoid ftrife 
let vs goe bnto him, and each of vs lay his. 
e right befoze him, and like as he ſhall iudge 
it 7 let vs ſtand to his judgement : then ſaid 
his bꝛethzen this connſeil is good, where- 
foꝛe they went all three bnto the King of \ 
-* Reaſon,and each of them ſeverallyſhewed 
> fo2th his right vnto him like as it is laid 
befoze. 
Wen 8 Ring had beard the titles, bs 
rehearled : 
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eabearſed them all againe ſeuerallp, arm | 
ſaying ta the eldeffſonne thus: Pon ſap © 'Y 
(quoth the King) that thy father gaue ther 4 
all that is vader the earth and abone the | 2s 
earth of the ſaid:tre. And to the ſecond {| 
bother he bequeathed all that is in bzedth | 1 
length, and deepeneſſe of that tree, And to 1 
the third bzother her gaus all that is wet 1 | 
and d2ye. NY 
And with that hee laid the law to them, 
and laid that this Mill ought fo ſtand. 13 
Now mp deare Friends, b2iefly IchalIl 
ſatisfic all pour requeſts:and when he had 
thus ſaid, hee turned him vnto the eldeſt 
Bꝛother, ſaping, Py deare friend, if pon 
lt to abide the indgement of right, it be- 
hooneth pon to be letten bloud of the right 
arme. Py Lo2d (quoth he) pour will ſhall * 
bee done, Then the King called foz a biſ- XZ 
1 creet Phyſitian , commanding him to let 
i} When the eldeſt ſanne was thus letten 
bloud, the Ring ſaid to them all ther: My 
deare Friends /quoth hee) where is pour 
father buried? Zhen anſwered they and 
ſaid : fozſooth my Lo2d in ſuch a plate. 
Anone the Ring commanded to dig in the 
ground fo2 the bydp, and to take a bone out 
of = 1 and to bury the body w_ * | 
nd 


Geſta Romanorum. © - 
| and to it was done. And when the bone 


; I was taken out, the King commanded that 
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J it hould bee laid in the blond of the eder 


bother, and it ſhould lye till it had recei- 


**Z ned kindely the blond, and then to bee laid 
in the Sunne and dzyed, and alter that it 
chould bee wacht with cleare water: his 
ſernants falfilled all that hee commanded: 
and when they began to wach, the blond 
> vanithed cleane away. When the King 
ſaw this, he ſaid to the ſecond ſonne, it be- 
hooueth that thou be letten blond as thy 

bother is. Then ſaid he, my L02d, pour 
= will ſhall be fnifilled ? and anone hee was 
done vnts like as his bzother was in all 
things, and when they began to ren 


bone, the blond baniſhed away, 


the King to the third ſonne; it behovr 


the to be letten blond like wile. He anſwe- 
red and ſaid:Py Loꝛd, it pleaſeth mee well 


ſo to bee. Mhen the pongeſt bꝛother was 
letten blond, and done vnto in all things 


as his two bꝛethꝛen were befoꝛe, then the 
Kings ſernants began fo wath the bone, 
bat neither fo waſhing no; rubbing might 
they doe awap the bloud off the 8 but 
it ener appeared bloundy. When the Ring 
ſaw this, hee laid: It appeareth openty 
nom that dis blend is of the nature or the 


bone, 


The Hiftorieof 
bone, thou art his true ſonne, and theſe 


ether two be haſtards. fudge the the tree 
fo; . 


The Morall. 
Deere friends , this Emperour is our 


 Lo2d Jeſus Chailt, which bare a (hteld of 
filuer, with fine red Roſes, that is, his 


body that was ſofaire, ſo cleare, and mo2e 


radient then any filaer , acco2ding to the 
Plalmiſt: Specioſus forma pre filijs hoai- 


num, that is, hee was moꝛe faire of ſhape 


then all the childzen of men. By the fue 
Roſes wee vbnderſtand his fine Wounds, 


which hee (affered faz mankinde, And by 


the King of Egypt we vnderſtand the di- 


nell, againſt whom hee fonght all the time 
of bis life, and at the laſt hee was flaine 
fo2 mankinde. Neuertheleſſe befoze his 


death hee made his teſtament to his thzee 


ſonnes. 

By the firff, to whom hee gaue of the 
tree all that was vader the earth, « aboue 
the earth, we vnderſtand ſuch mighty men 
and others of all eſtates in this wozld, as 
not content wiih their calling, ſ#ke ambi⸗ 
tioully the ſubuer ſion of others, to magni- 
fie and exalt themſclues. Bp the ſccoad 


uns, to whom hee gane the tree in length 
bꝛedth 


22 
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*$1eadthand depneſſe,we vnderffand ſach 
woꝛldly wiſe men in this wozld, which in 
their ſubtiltie attempt to winne oz to loſe 
all. By the third Sonne, to whom he gaue 
all tt at was wet and dꝛy of the Tre, wes 
vnderſtand enery god Chaiſtion Paince, 
*Noble-man, Magiſtrate, oꝛ meaner pers 
ſon in every Common-wealth whereſoe= 
Wer, whicy (eſchewing all ambition and 
**Xovetonſnefſe ) holdeth himſelfe content 
with the Pzouidenceof God, and in his 
—pwne calling laboureth truely to doe good 
—Þnfo all wen, yea, though himſelfe (n- 
=Faine ininries, ſuffering now ſolace, then 
rare: now riches, then pouertie: and res 
—xeweall this thankefully ts haue this pꝛe- 
=Xious Tree thus bequeathed vnto them. 
This tree is the tree of Paradiſe that is, 
euerlaſting iop, which is ginen to vs all i! 
we take it thankefully. This euerp man 
pPbtaineth not, therefoze it behoneth them 
o goe into the Ring of reaſon, that is, vn. 
to the Father of heanen that knoweth all 


—— — — x 
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things. The firſt Son was let bloud, and 
In his bloud the bone was laid. By this 
one we chall bnderſtand our ſtrong faith 
n Chziſts merits, and by the bloud, the 
Help and froitfvllſap of good wozks pꝛo⸗ 
ta ding out of the lame, which are rare 
133 things, 


The Hiſtorie De 3 


* things fo be found in thoſe that ſke weir 
owne p2inate gaine, which when they are 1 
let bloud by the ſharpe Lance ot Gads Ju- | 
ſtice, though it be —— with Diuine 
Pꝛedication, and made dꝛy with the Wan 
of onfward P;ofeſſion, pet being wathe 
with the water of ſwelling P2id e, Palice, 
Enup, Fx ſach like, then the faith in Choilts | 
merits, is as though we had not received 
it, and thelinely and frnitfull ſap of good 
wo:ks hath no power to tarrie vpon it, but 
banifheth away. And thus fareth it wich 4 
theſe other two, the fir ſt and ſecond — 
but the third Sonne being contrary ente 
the other in p2ofefſion and pꝛactite of life ? 
manners, be he Bagiſtrate oꝛ meane ber: 
ſon, the bone of uch a perſon will euer de 
firme of Faith in bimſelfe and towards 
others, from ſuch a mans bone the blond 
of linelp fruits, to himſeife and all others 
p2ofitable, will neuer be waſhed away || 
with abe water of wꝛetchednelſle. But the 
it is dꝛied in the Dunne of true tri 
better it is. Duch are the true chil⸗ 
d2en of Gad, of whom our Lozd fpeaketh 
thus: Lee whih have torſaken all thing 
for mezall, that is, pee that haue fozſaken 
the will of inne, ſhall receive an hundred 
times more, that is, pe wh all not | 5 
ces: 


| 


: 1 5 


% 7 Sards, becatiſe what theß þ30miſed" 61 


| "Heir Baptiime, thep w2ought all the tan: 


bt 5 
x Þofefſien and practiſe of good lils © ma. 
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fie the tree of Paradiſe , but alfo the 
Gitage of heauen. Theſe other two abe r. 


rary, thzongh their wirke living . Ant 
her ekoze hee that deſireth te obtaine the © 
yes ofheauen, moſt abidefedfaffiyin the 


ers, and then by Ch2\f/hreſhall obraine ' 


1 Setcs of paradife. Unto whith hee bung 


5, who lineth t raigneth foz euer. Amen 


1 1 The argument. 1 
tol A Bod ſo loved {infusl man, that Hee fent ” 


1 | onely begotten Sonne to redeeme hint 
out of the captiuitie of the world to teſt. 


3 | with him in the 10yes of hauen. 
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The third Hiſtor e. 11 
1 Rome there dwelt decke de a nd. 
ble Cmperour named Diocleſian, who 
ned excedinglz the vertue 6 edge, 
Uherefoze he deſtred great kt ; 
zat Fowle lourd her Bird deik, 2 
tent that hee might thereby 1s to 
o2e perfect Charitie. It foꝛtuned vpon a 
ay, that the Emperdur rode tos fozreſk 
take his diſpo2t, wberers hee found the 
eſt of a great, Bud ( called in Latine 
1D | Struthio 
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- Struthio Camel in Englich an Oiſtrid 0 
with her poung, the which young Bird A 
the Emperour tote with him and cloſed > 
her in a veſſell of glaſſe. The Dam ol 
this little Bird followed bnto the @mpe- * 
rours Pallace , and flew into the Bal 
where her young was. But when ſhe ſaw 3 
her young and could not come toher . no; 
get her out, ſhe returned againe to the fo / 
reſt, and abode there the dapes, and at 
the laſt ſher came againe to the Pallace, 
bearing in her mouth a Mozme called 
Thumaie : and when ſhe came where her 
poung one was,ſhe let the Wozme fall bp, 7 
on the glaſſe , by ver tue of which wozme 7 
the glalle brake, and the poung ore flew 
fo:th with her dam. When the Emperout 
law this, he pꝛaiſed much the dam of tht 
Bird which laboured ſo dilgently to de. 
liner her poung. 9 


The Morall 3 
Deare friends, this Emp erour is tho F 
Father of. Peanen, which geratip louet) 
2 that live in perfect laue and charity 
is little bird taken from the fozeſt, “ 
cloſed in the glaſſe, was Adam our toꝛe- fa x 
ther, which was exiled out of Paradiſe , (# 
pat into the glaſſe, that is, hell, This hea - 
run 


3 
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79 ring the dam of the bird, that is, the on 


d 0 of God, hee deſcended from heaven, vnto 
d 1 he fozreſt of the Mozld, and lined there 
* Ithzer dapes, beazing with him a wozme 
— that is, man-hood, actoꝛding to the Plal⸗ 
N. 4 niſt, 1 ain a wotme & no man. This man 
W vas flaine among the Jewes, of whoſe 
"lod the veſlell eternall was bzoken, and 
the Bird went ont , that is, Adam went 
4 Toth with his mother the Bonne of God; 
"1 und flew to heauen. 


1 The Argument. 
\ cleane ſpirit and vndefiled ſoul: is che 


Daughter of God, ſo dears'ynco him 
that he bcſtowes her not vpon the rich 
man wanting wiſedome, but vpon the 
poare man that is wiſe and liuèth in his 

feare , which if ſhee haue at any time 
tranſgreſt by frailty of fleſhy then ſees 
keth ſhe for recouery tor hrhealeß by 
the medicine of amendement of life: 
ſuch a ſoule ſhallbee eſpouſed to Chriſt, 
and live with him in.che world & to come 
cnerlaſtingly. 


The fourth Hiſlorie. ; 
Ometime dwelled in Rome a worthy 


Emperont and? a wile , which had & 
B 2 fairs 


The Hiſtorieof 1 
faire daughter and a gracious in the ſight 


of euery man. This Emperour bethought 


him on a day, to whom he might give his 8 


daughter in marriage, reaſoning thus: 


IfJ giue my daughter to a rich man, and . 


her to a pœꝛe man and a wiſe then may he '$ 
get his living by his wiſedome. | 
There was at that time dwelling in the 


Emperour and ſaid : Py Lozd be not dil. 
pleaſed thongh J put fozth my petition 7p 


bee be a fole then is ſhe loft, but if 1 give 


Citie of Kome , a Philoſopher named So. n 
crates , pwze and wile , which came to the 


 befoze your Dighneſſe. The Emperour i 
ſaid : ſpeake on. Then ſaidg Socrares: y 
202d, pe baue a daughter whom I deſire 


aboue all things. 
red and ſaid : Py fri 
my daughter to wifs, bpon 


e Emperour anſwe- x 
„ Ifhall give thes 
this condition, . 


that if ſhs die in thy tellowſhip after that ® 


He is eſponſed to thee, thou ſhalt without Ih 


doubt loſe thy bend. Then ſaid Sccrates, f 


vpon this condition J will gladly take her ff 


tomy wike, The Emperdur hearing his, ff 


called all the Lo2ds e States of his Em- "ih 


pire, aud made aarea! feaſt at their wed- 


lined in peace and health tong time. But A} 
| "of 


ding. And after the feaſt Socraccs led home of 
bis wife to his owne'honſe, where they l 


9 Geſta Romanorum. 6 
* the laſt this Emperours daughter ſick- 


13 jed to death. When Socrates perceined 


his heſaid t himſelfe :; Alas and woe is 


- | nee, what ſhall J doe, and whether ſhall 4 


8 Jie, if the Emperours daughter that is 
y wile ſhould die; And foz fozrow thts 
: ws went to a fozrelt there beſide and 


b pept bitterly. 


Then while hee fſhus wept ang monr- 


ned, there came an aged man having a 


&: fe in his hand , and asked him why hee 
"Movrned . Socrates anſwered and ſaid: J 
Mpouſed the Emperours daughter vpon 


his condition, that if che dyed in my fel 


Dwſhip , J chould loſe my life: now Hee 
ſickned to the death, and J can finde no 
"Femedy noz helpe, and ther fo ze J mourne. 
Then laid the olde man: Be of good com- 


n. Mit, foz I ſhall helpe you if ye will doe af- 


Er my counlell. In this kozreſt bee thꝛes 
Warbes, if vou make a dꝛinke of the firſt 
M your wife, and of the other two a plai⸗ 


er er, aad if ye vie thts medicinall dzink and 


Naiſter in due time, with aut doubt hee 
"Wall recooer her perfect health. Soccares 
Md all as the olde man had taught him. 

And when his wife had vſed a while that 
Medicinall' dzinke and plaiſfer, wthin 
"Wort time thee was perfectly whole of all 
a B 3 her 


[| ; - The Hiſtorie of bi 
her ſickneſſe, And when the emperom 
heard that Socrates had ſo recouered {his | 
wite,he pzomoted him to great hondu. 


| The Morall. 2 
Weare friends, zhe Emperour is our © 
Þ.92d Jeſus Chziſt his Daughter ſo dai 5 
and ſo gratious is the ſonle, made to thi 7 
ſimilitude of God, which is full glozious 
inthe (bt of him e of his Angels, whit 
that the is not defiled , but abideth in het 
owne pꝛoper cleanneſſe. This ſoule Got 
would not gine it to a richman , but tt 
a poꝛe, that is, a man that is made of v4 
flime of the earth. 
This Socrates is a poꝛe man, fo why. | 
enerp man commeth poꝛe and naked int | 
this woꝛld from his mothers belly, an 
every man takes his ſoule in wedlock? 
bpon ſuch condition, that ik ſhe dye ing 
fellowſhip by deadly ſinne, without don 4 
he ſhall loſe eternall life. Therefoꝛe D „ * 4 
man, if thy wife ſicken th2zough fratlt#* 
of fleſh bnto ſin, doe then as Socrates di 
goe bnts the faꝛreſt, that is the Church i? 
Thailt, e thou Call finde there an old ma 
Wwitha ſtaffe that is, a diſcreet Pꝛeacht 
which ſhall miniſter vnto ther theſe th 
Har bs, whereot may be conkected 256 
. * diclſ 


8 


7  GeſtaRomanorum 9 


4 


ur Hicine of thy reconery bnto health. Th 
vis Frſk hearb is acknowledgingof ſinne: the 
fecond is Repentance: and the third is, 
pe wneſſe of life, acczding fo the will of 
Hod, Jftheſe hearbs be vſed in plaiſfer, 
ur "He ſinner without doubt chall xeceine his 
ire Health, and his ſonle ſhall be delinered 
the From ſinne, and aſſuredly Heethall haue es 
t Yerlaſting life. Unto the which being vs 
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I The Argument. 5 
Many fooliſh Ideots of the world, which 
flow in abundance of the worldly wealth 
and pompe, thinking they fhall Iiue here 
> alwaics, are laboured vnto by the prea- 
chers of Gods Word, and admoniſhed 
of their momentarie felicities, and to 
rrepare themſelues, in beſtowing well 
their ſhort times heere. to enidy the bleſ- 
IF lings of euerlaſting felicitie in the world 
to come. 


pf The fift Hiſtorie. 
h! Dmetime there raigned in Rome a 
n I mighty Emperour and a wiſe, named 
he Fredericke, who had one onely Bonne 
hz Whom he loued much. This Emperour 
m when he lay at point of death) called vnto 
cin 4 him 


The Hiſtorie 15 
him his ſonne, and ſaid Deare ſonne 1 fe 
haue a hall at gold which J charge, ther on g 
ny bleſſing that thou anon after my death gg 
25 give tothe verpeſt foole thou can 
ge. Then laid his ſon: Mp Lo2d, with: 

ant daubt your will ſhall be fulfilled. Anon "5 
15 is poung Loꝛd after the death of his la- 
x, went and ſonght many realme , and 
. many retchleſſe foles , buf becauſe # 
he would ſatisfichis fathers will, he ſovght ge 

till he came to a realme where the law 

was ſuch, that eucry peare a new King mi 

was choſen, who had the ruling of the 

- reaime foz one yeare onely , and at the "i 

peres end hes was depoſed, and cxiled in- 

to an Jland, where he finiſhed his life. 

When the Emperours ſanne came ta 

this realme,the new king was choſen with 

great honour, and brought vnta his Ke- 1 

gall ſeate with much Puſike and great 

reuerente. And when the Emperours ſon "Ft 

ſaw that, he came bnto him, and ſaluted 

him rencrently , ſaping : Pp Lo2d, loe 1 

giue vnto you this ball of gold on my fa- · 

thers behalfe. Then ſaid hee, J pzay tho 

tell mee the ceule whp thon gineſt pi& 4 

this Ball. Then anſwered her, and ſaid: | x 

1 Mp father charged me on his deaty bed, ok 
phat 3 chould gine this; ball to the 10K 


'F Geſta Romanorum. It 
1 Þle that J could finde: wherefoꝛe J haue 
on fought many Realmes , and haue found 
th many foles, but a moꝛe fole then thou J 
if Feuer formd : foz it is not vnknowe ts 
b er that thou ſhail raigne but a peate. and 
n gt the yearcs end thou ſhalt be exiled into 
I- Fach a place, wheras thou ſhalt die a mi- 
N ferable death, wherefoze J hold thee fo2 the 

"Moſt foole that ener J found, ſoz as much 

Is fo2 the Lo2dfhip of a veare thon wilt 
p wilfulty loſe thy ſelfe : and therefoze J 
Five the this ball. Then ſaid the King, 
Xe Without doubt thou ſateſt trulp; and ther- 
g Þ:e while J zm now in fun power of this 
Kealm, 3 will ſent befoze me great frea- 
ure, wherewith J may ſuſtaine my ſelfe 
0 2Koma miſerable death, when J ſhall be 
9 2Filed and put downe.. And fo this was 
gone: and at the peares end when re was 
("Filed , be lined there in peace , and died 
1 frter a gad death. 2 


a= The Morall. | 

Deare friends, this Emperour is the 
Pa ther of Beauen, the which beguvathed 
be ball, that is, wozldly riches to foles 
and ideots, who ſanone nothing but that 
Is earthly. This Emperours Sonne is a 
P ?eachero2 dlereet Piniſter, that trauel- 
3 leth 


 Chyiſts merits,+ the fruits of Gods won 
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The Hiftorieof . NF 
lech about fo many Realmes and Lands q, 
to ſhew vnbeleningmen and fooles their 3 
perill. The Realme wherem no. King @ 
might raigne but a pear is the wo2ld, Fo; 
who ſoliucthan hund2ed peares . whenhe 
dpeth he ſhall ſeme to haue lined but the 


pace ot an he ure: therefoze do as the king # 


did, while pe be in power of life, ſend befoꝛt 4 | 
pon pour treaſure, that is, firme faith in 


p2occed ing from the ſame.Zhen certainely | > { 
when we be exiled ont of this wozld, wee 2 
ſhall line in peace, and ſhall finde the mer / 
cp of G. d plentifully, whereby we ſhall # 
obtaine eternall life. Unto which bzing 
os he that foz bs hed his pꝛeclous blond. 


The Argument. A 
The euill diſpoſed men of this world a1e * 
heere aduertiſed of their greedy giyping 
after the ſweet emptations of he duell, 
wherein ſuch doe x eioyce till death com- i : 
meth ſodainely- vpon them, and then 
they fall into the horrible pit of deſolace|ſ 
darkenefle due to their deſerts. 4a 


The ſixt Hiſtoxie. 


in whoſe Empire dwelt a noble ob- 


% 


loſopher, 
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s, eopher, who by his Art ſet vp an Image 
eit Che middeſt of the City of Nome, which 
ng Image, ſtretched out his arme, and bis 
0 Pm ot finger , wherevpon ſtood this Po- 
he : 1 written in Latine: Percute hic. S rike 
1 rc. This Image after the death of the 
Pyiloſepher , ſtod a long time, and many 

20 "great Clarkes came fo2 fo read the ſopers 
] We ivtion that was on thefinger , but none 
SHuderſtod it wherfoꝛe the people wondzed 
l nuch. At laſt, a long time after, there came 
ſtrange Clarke out ofa farre Countrep. 

r nd when he ſaw the Image, hee read the 
| 4 aperſcription, Strike here. And then bpon 
dap when he ſaw the ſhadow of the 
, Hand , be toke a mattocke , and bzake vp 
the ground vnder the hand where the ſha- 
dom was, according ts the vnderſtanding 
ok the ſuporſcription, and anone he found 
g an houſe all of Marble vndernaeth the 
„ ground, wherein he entred and cam into 
an hall, wherein her found lo much riches, 
fo many Jewels, and ſo great maruels, as 
e hee neuer law befo2e. And at the laſt hee 
Faw a table ready conered, and all manner 
ok things necefſarp thereto ſet therebpon. 

: He further beheld, and ſaw a Carbuncle 
0 in the hall that lighted all the houſe. And 
again this Car buncle on the other * 

8 ad 
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| The Hiſtorie of = 
fed a man holding a bow in his hand, 


and an arrow ready to ſhot The Clarke bx 
marvellcd much when bee ſaw all thele ag: 
things, and thought in himſelfe ,if that 1 
tell this fozth there will no man bel&ve the 
me, and therefo:e J will haue ſomwhat of Mc 
theſe goods in token thereof. And with 


that he ſaw a knife of gold vpon the table, 


bis boſome, but anon the Archer (mote {4 | 


be wept moſt bitterly, fo2 he knew no way 


to get ont, fo as much as the houſe was 
made darke *hough the bzeaking of the pe 
Carbuncle. And that darknefle abode ſill 


fo2 cuer after. And ſo fintſhed the Clarke J 


his life there in that darkn cle. 


| The Mor all. | 1 
Deare friends, this Image thus ſtan- 


ding isthe Diuell, which ſaith enermoze, # 
Strike here, that is, ſ&ke after earthly ri - » 
ches,aud not fo2 heanentp treaſure. This W 
Clarke that digged with the mattocke, be⸗ 
tokeneth the wozldly wiſe men of this 
wo21o, as ſome euill diſpofed pleaders o 
1 law, craftic Atturnies, and other 5 2 


the which he twke and would haue put in t 


the Carboncle and b2ake it, wherewith the Js 
Whole honſe was ſhadowed and made @ 
darke. And when the Clarke perceiacd it We 
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| ked ; wozdlings that be euer \miting , what 
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w right, and what by w2ong , fo that they 


| Way get the vanities of this wozld: and 


their ſmiting they finde great wonders, 
at is, thep finde therem the delights of 
; wo2ld, wherein maiiy men reiopce. 


Ede Carbancle that gineth light is the 
Path of man, which gineth har dinelle to 
ne their pleaſure in wozldip riches. The 
Archer with his arrow is Death, which 
yes watch againff man to flap him. The 
*Slarke that tooke vp the anife , is euerp 
Wozldly man that coueteth tuer to haue al 
"Wings at his will. Death ſmiteth the car- 
Wncle , that ts, the youth , (frength , and 


wer of man, and then lyeth he w2apped 


| 8 darkeneffe ot inne. in which darkenefſe 
4 b he dyeth. Theretoꝛe ſtudie we 


five the wozld and her vaine velights, 
nd then wee ſhall be ſare to win enerla-» 


j ling like, vnto which Chꝛiſt Jeſas bzing 
AF 4 al Amen. | 


; The Argument, 1 
Wee are here genirally put in minde , that 
che diuel! beſieging the world, our cham- 
pien Chrift Ieſus is readie to take our 
ae, in hand, who defending and ſa- 
ng vs from che inuaſion and circum- 
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uention 2 


—— — — 2 


5 Ns ett Wan hy 2 5 b 33 * 
eee 
7 _—_— 
a W * Sa " 2 8 _- 


The Hiſtorie of JF 
vention af Sathan , is yet accurſed fol 
vs as a tranſgreſſor, and is content 1 
ſuffer death tor our full iuſtification. 1 


The ſeauenth Hiſtorie. F 
N Kome dwelt ſomtme a mighty en a 
perour named Titus, who o2dained i 
his dapes luch a Law, that what Knigh : 
dyed in his Empire ſhonld bee buriedi 
his armour, and wheſoener pꝛeſumed! 
fpoyte any knight of his armour after e 
was dead, ſhould dyewithont any gaint 
ſaping, It befell after with in few peare 
that a City of the Cmpire was beſiege 
of the Emperours enemies, and was! 
danger of loſing , fo2 none that were in b 1 
Citie could defend themſelnes by an 
manner ofpolicie, wherefoze great l 
row and lamentaton was made though 3 | 
out the Citte. jg) | 
But at laſt, within few dapes ; then 
came to the Citie a poung Knight , wel * 
fanoured, and valiant in feates of arme 
whom the wozthy men of the Citie behel 3 
ding, and vnderſtarding his pꝛoweſſe, er 
ed to with one vopce: O thou moſt nobif 
Knight we beleech thee to helpe vs now a 2 
our moſt nede, fo2 yon map le this Citi 


is like to be loſt. Then he anſwered 0 1 
| All 
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11d ꝛ firs. pe ſee J haue no armour, but ik 
Jpad, J would defend pour Cit ie. 


) "Soo. bearing a mightp man of the Ct- 
e, he ſaid fo him ſecretly, Sir, here lined 


C metime a valiant Knight, who now is 


Pad, and buried within the Citie , and if 
i pleaſe von to take his armour , ver may 


feno this Citie, and deliver vs from pe⸗ 
land that will be honour bnto yon, and 


4 ofit vuto the Citte. 
Y The young Knight hearing this, went 


the graue and arraped hemſelfe with 
> armour . and after much fight obtap- 


25 the victo2p and deliuered the Citie, 


hich done, he laid the armour againe in 

graue. But there wear ſome men of 
2 Citte who ennied him becanſe hee had 
tained the victozie, and accuſed him to 
Judge, ſaying thus: Sir ,a law was 
ade by the Cmperour , that whoſoener 


en Wpopled any dead Knight of his armour 


zuld dpe. This poung knight found a 
pad Knight, and toke away his armour, 


al ereloꝛe J beſtech ther, that thou pzocede 


15 
1 x 


the Law againſt him with equicte and 
iſtice, in gining him ſenere puniſhment 


N 2 ſo offending the Lato. When the 


uſtice heard this, he made the knight to 


e taken: and when he was nd, of 
this 


POOR at te ae een ² v 
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another thing J map alledge foꝛ mp ercuſe,- 75 1 


ſometime the breaking of tye houſe may 
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this his treſpalle agaiaſt the law, he 0 

thus: Sir, it is witten in the Law that 10 
two har mes the leaſt is to be choſen. Jt 
is not vnknowne to pon that this Tia E 

was in perill to be loſt, and had J not ta. 
ken this armour, J had neither ſaried pon 
no2 the Cittie. therefoze mee thitkes yon 
ought rather to honour me fo2 this goo) 
der de that J haue done, then thus ſhame. 
fully to repꝛoue me: fo2 J am led as ba 24 
that fs ready to be hanged. Allo good ſirs 


be that ſtealeth o2 robbeth biolentip, pur 
poſeth not to reſto2e the thing which her 
[ealeth , but it is not thus with mee, f 
thongh J tooke the armour of the den) 
Kinght \o2 yur defence & ſafeguard, when! 
J had obtained the victozie, q bare it again® 
to the ſame place, and ſo the dead night 3 
hath that is his by the Law. | 
Then laid the Jvſtice, a Thefe that. 4 
bꝛeaketh a honſe that he ma» ſteale a 
beare away ſuch as he can finde although 
hee bꝛing aga ne that hee hath taken, 1 
aſke of thee if that the bꝛesking of thehoult 
belawfull o2 not? The knight: an{wered;) 5 


$ 
r 


be god. whereas it is made in a reebla 


place, which would cauſe the maſter 50 | 
oult 
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Ponte to make his wall ſkronger, that the 
"AKboacs after bꝛake not by fozce the wals 
{Fo !ightly,foz auopding of moze harme. 
Then (aid the Jullice, if the bꝛeaking 
pr the houſe bee god,neu:rthelefſe,tn that 
Pꝛeaking violence is done to the Loꝛzd of 
He houſe. And ſo though thou didſtreſtoꝛe 
he armour of the dead Knight, neuerthe⸗ 
elle thou didit w2ong to the dead Knight 
& in faking away his Armour. The Knight 
s aid J hanetoid you , that of two harmes 
he leaſt is to be choſen: and that harme 
r. Where thzongh greatgodneſlecommeth , 
"Woghtuot to be called harme, but it ſhould 
0) Father be called god. Foz ii an houſe with- 
in the City were on fire, ebegan to burne 
"2M were better that th2&. oz foure houſes 
u gherebp ould be thzowne to the ground, 
he hen that they ſhoald bee ſet on fire alſo, 
Whereby all the Citie ſhould bs burned 2 -. 
fight fo, if the Armour of the dead Knight 
Pad not ben taken, the City had been loſt: 
And tohen the Judge heard that he an⸗ 
wered do well and ſo reaſonablp, he could 
J iue no iudgement againſt him. But they - 
d Who had accuſed this Knight, flew him: 
oz whoſe death there wig great weeping 
un hꝛoughout all the Citp, e his body was 
yy Joneurably buried in anew Tombe- 
(6; C The 


26 ca. — 


_ Iomned to the death of the Croſle and al- 
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The Morall. > 
Deare Frinds, this Emperour is te 

Father of Weauen; and this Citie is tbe 
wozld, which is beſteged of the Dinell and 
deadlp Sin, aud as manp as were within 
the Citie, were allin perill to be lof. This | bu 
young Bnitght that came to the Citie, is > | 
our 02d Jeſus Chꝛiſt, who had not the | 3 
armotir of humanity, till he went to the 7 
Graue, that is, the wombe of the glozions 
Wirgin Mary, by the Annunciation of the 
Angell, ſaying: The holy Ghoſt ſhall mo Fi | 
on thee, &c.Loe, thou ſhalt conceiue , and 
beate a Sonne. And thus in the Wombe of 7 
the Uirgin he toke the armour of thedeas 
LKnight,thatis. the man-hood of Adain our 
foze-father:and ſaued the Citp, that is the 
Moꝛld and Pankind by his bteſed al- 
fion that her ſuffered on the Croſſe, and he - s 
put the Armour againe into the Graus, 
when his bleed Bodie was buried, but 
the Citizens ennied him, that is,5Jewes * 
accuſed him to Pilate, ſaping: If thou ſuf. 1 
ter him thus thou art not Cæſars friend ; FL 
we haue a Law, and after the La he eugbef 2 
to dye, Iohn, 19.12. And thus our L 
Jeſns Chziſt af his Enemies was con- 


ter 
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F ter aſcended bp to heauen, whither hes 
1 uuns vs all. Amen. a 


2g The Argument. 

the fornicacion of wicked wordly men is 
here directed. By the Prouidence of God 
and by his gracious fauour the Sinner is 
deliuered out of the thraldome of ſinne, 
vato the libertie of life euerlaſting. 


The eight Hiſtoric, 
Here raigned ſometims in Nome a 
Wo 1 mightie Emperoz and a wiſe, named 
4 Berolde, wha ozdayned a Law, that what 


woman was taken in adulterte, her huſ- 


vand being aliue, che ſhould be caſt into 
perpetual Pꝛilon. There was that time a 
Janight that had a faire Lady to his wife, 
who committed adulterp her huſband be- 
galiue, and was with childe , therefo2e 
i vp the Law ſhe was put in Brit. on, where 
in choꝛt time thee was delinered of a faire 
4 Sonne. The Child grew vp till hee was 
ſeuen pres olde, and his Mother daily 
1 t bitterly: wbich when the Childe 
f — laid to her O Mother, why werpe 
Ive thus? and foz what cauſe are yon thus 
zerplered? Then ſaid his Pother : O my 
407 8 haue * cauſe to —_— 
2 an 


and then alſo, foz abone our heads are | 1 


their heads, whereol he had great compal | 
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pesple walking. and the Srunne ſhineth in © 
clerenefſe, and we be bere continually in 
ſuch darkeneſte, that J can neither ſe be, 7 | 
no thou mee. Alas (hat ener A conceined 4 

thee. Then ſaid the Son,ſach ioy as pou 
ſpeake ofJ neuer ſaw,fo2 I was born dere 
in this darkneſſe, therefo2e if Jhad meate 8 1 | 
and dꝛinke enough, X would line here all 
mp lite: therefoze Mother weep not, but 
bechercfull. This lamentation that was 
betweene rhe Pother e the Son the Em 
perours Steward heard, that ſtood aboue 


Þ 


flon,and went to the Emperour , & knee- 2 
ling beſonght him of his G2zace , that toe 
Mother and the ſonne might be delinered 
ont of P2iſon, The Emperour as a mer- | 0 
cifnl Loꝛd granted that they ſhonld be de ⸗ 1 
linered, Neuertheleſle, ik they rept 9 
ſo in time to come, thep ſhould be rant 3 
ſhed with double paine. And after ſhe was 2 
deliue red ſhe dyed iopfullp. 1 


The Morall. 7 

Deare Friends, this Emper our is the = 
father of heaven that made this Law that — 1 
what married women that is, what ſoule 
that fs eſponſed to the A doth b 4 
mit 


— — * 
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mit adulterp, that is, doth worſhip frange 
4 ods, ſhoulb becaff into the pꝛiſon of hell, 
A Myerefozethe ſinkull ſoule hath great canſe 
fo weepe, fo2 Chee ts debarred from light, 
: kbat is, from the iopes of Yeanen. Der 
3 Bonne that deſired meate and dzinke, are 
"the wealthy wicked Mozldlings, that ſap 
L fo the Pꝛeachers that pzeach vnto them 
the toyes of Heauen that while wee may 
* Fine and have al theſolace ofthe wozld we 
. no other Heauen. The ſteward that 
heard their lamentation is the Loꝛd Je- 


J 1 us, who knowing all the pziuities ot our 


: ——— and repentant hearts fo2 our 


fins beſought the Father of Heauen foz 
Bs, that wee might bs delivered from the 


Pꝛiſon of ſinne, and ſo come to euerlaſting 
9 like. Unto which he bzing bs all Amen. 


The Argument. 


1 Trig proclaimeth che joyful feaſt of hea- 

uen, wheteto the lame, that is, the poore 
Preachers of the Goſpel, bauing their 
ſight or knowledge in Gods word ſi up- 
ported by the blinde Laytie, and each 
3 mutually comforting other, they ap- 
proach vnto the proclaimed feaſt of 


þ Pepenailfebede | 
25 C 2 The 
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pire a great Feaſt ⁊ that pooze and rich 
ſhould come fo the feaſt: and whoſoener i 


The Hiſtorie of 
The ninth Hiſtory, "1 | 
* Ometime in Rome dwelf an Empe. 2 
rear named Pompey , who aboue all 


other things was mercifull. This dan. . 


rour pzoclapmed thꝛoughout all his Em-. 


came to that ſeaſt ſhould not one!p be well 74 1 
fed, but alſo he ſhould haue great gifts. 4 
When the Herauld had warned all 
manner ok men to come to this fealf , at 
that time there were two poꝛe men ing. 0 


other blind. Alas, ſaid the one of theſe 
men tothe other , woe to vs both; bow 
hall we doe ?foz the Emperour hath Na- 1 
claimed a feaſt, and whoſoeuer commeth 
thither,ſhal not onelp be well fed, but alfo 
tall haue great gifts, f Jam blind, and 
thou art lame, how ſhall we doe ; ben 
ſaid the lame man to the blinde man , 1 
Hall giue the good counſell ; if thou wilt ; q 
doe alter mee, J am lame andfeble, emay 
nat goe, neuertheleſſe 4 canſe , and thon 
art blinde but ſtrong: take thou mee vpon _ 
thy backe + beare me, « chall direct the | 
the right wap e thus we ſhall both come 
to the Empercurs feaſt. Then (aid te 
blinde man, leo it be ſo, get thon b „ 
ack 


F Geſta Romanoruni. 


1 5 backe and A ſhall beare th, and guide 

- 1 Who me, and ſo they did, and came both 
to the feaſt, and receined great rewards: 
and after ended their liues in peace. 


The Morall. 
Dieare Friends, the Emperour is ont 
Dauiour Jeſu Chꝛiſt, that pzoclaimeth a 
i Feaſf.thatis the topes of heanen{bnto the 
3hich topes he calleth all Pankinde,and 
9 Tanlakrth no man that wiil come vuto him 
3 Chis lame man betokeneth the pooze Pi- 
niſters of the Golpell, which wanting 
e weꝛldly wealth, liue by the Pꝛouidente of 
God. And this blinde man betokeneth the 
Lap men who know not the right way to 
Meauen. Jt behoneth tbe blind men, that 
is, the Lap men to beare thelame man, 
that is, the Piniſters ofthe Golpell, ſu- 
6 4 ſtapning and feeding them with the duties 
ol ſhe Church: and ehe Miniſters in Gods 
9 cauſe are bound fo teach and ts infozme 
vs in the wap to Heauen, whereas wee 
4 hall not onelp haue a feaſt, but alſo great 
reward and top. Unto which God bring 
Ius all. Amen. 
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The Argument 
Heauen and Hell are heexe compared to 
C4 two 
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The Hiſtoric of 
two Cities, to theſe Cities are two con- 
taty Wayes : to heauen( which is the Ci- 
tie of all heaucnly treaſure and tclicity) 
is a narrow, crooked cage and, paine= 
full way, hauing three enemies, he Di- 
uell, the World and the Fleſh. To Hell | 


( being rhe Citie er ſinke of forrow and 
ladnelſe) a faire way, broad, plaine and i 


eaſie, hauing three guides, chat is, Pride 
of lile Couetouſneſſe of the eyes, and 
Concupiſcence of the fleſh. . 


The tenth Hiſtorie. | | 
Ometime in Nome dwelt an Cmpe- | 
ronr named Folliculus, Who was bers 
wiſe & mercifull in all his woꝛkes. This 
Emperour buglded in tbe Caſt a Noble 
Titie, wherein hee put all his treaſure to 
be kept. Unto this City the wap was lo- 


np, full ol Bratubles and ſharpe Thoznes, - | 


and th2&e Knights were armed ready to 
fight with them that would come to that 
Citie. Therefoze the @mperonr o2dained 
that whoſoener onercame theſe Knights 


this Emperour did make in the Noztha 
Citie, wherein he ozdaynedall manner of 
ag dere and tozmenting = — 

acto2s, 


| * 


ſhould enter the Citie, and take at his will 
of the Emperours treaſure. After that 


Geſta Romanorum. 


Factors , to which was a bꝛoad way very 
delectable, growing ful of Noſes and faire 
illies, x in their way were thze Knights 


euer wayting , if any man came towards 


3 the City of their Nozth.ts ſerne bim with 
all manner of delicates & neceſſary pꝛo- 
uiſion. And it it fo2tuned that any man 


id enter within that „the cuſtome 


vas ſuch, that the people would binde 
"Him hand and foote, and caſt him into pꝛi⸗ 
on, there to abide the ſentence of the 
Judge. 
2 Uhen this was crped thzonghout all 
the empire, there were two Knights 
Dwelling in one Citie, one named lona- 
has, who was a wiſeman : the other cal- 
ed Pirrus, who was a Fole,nenertheleſs 
here had continued betweene them great 
Nous. This Ionathas ſapde to Pirrhus 
deare ſziend, there is a common cry made 


th2oughontall lands, that theEmperonr 


path made a City in the Gaſt, — he 
path put his treature, aud whoſoener may 

enter that City, ſhall take what hee will 
l the treaſure, thertoꝛe let vs goe thither. 


Ther ſapd Pirrhus thy Counſell is good, 


et vs goe. The wiſe Knight ſapd, tf it 
ve lo that thou wilt follow my connlell, 
pay the that faithful friendſhip may 
continue 


The Hiſtoric of 


continue betwe&ne bs, and in token of | 


lone thou ſhalt dzinke my blond, and { My 


will dzinke thine,on this condition , that 


neither of vs leaue other in this tourney. 


blond, and each of them d2anke others 
bloud. When this was done, they went 
foꝛth together on their tournep, and when 


they had gone th2& dapes iourney toward 


the Citie where their treaſure was, they 


came to a place where were two wayes, ! 


4 
25 
F: 
q 


The foolith Knight ſaid , it pleaſeth me Þ 
right well, wherefo2e they were both let 
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one ſharp and ſkoanp, and fullof thoznes, f. 


- theother was faire ,plaine and full of de- 
lights. Then ſaid the wiſe Knight to his 
fellow : deare Friend, here are two ! 
wayes,one ſharpe + thozny, nenertheleſſe 
it we goes this way, wee ſhall come fo the 
Citie that is ſo rich t there we ſhall haue t 
that we deſire. Thi leid thefooliſh kniggt 
to his fellow ; J wonder greatly at you , t 
that you will ſpeake ſach things fo2 3 


wil rather belene mine eyes then pour 


wo2ds, J ſ& here openly, eſo doe you, that 
here is a hard wap c ful of thoznes,t as I 
haue heard, there be thz&@ Champions 

armod in this way readie to fight againſt 
all men thatgoe towards the Citie at the 
Ealt, e thereloze A toillnot goe that War Wy 1 
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| Geſta Romanorum. Se 
but here is(as yon may ſee) another way, 


Plaine, and eaſte to walke in, and in this 
way there are thz& Knights ready to ſerue 
ys, e gine vs all manner of things delight- 
Fail foꝛ vs: and thereleze by this wap will 
goe, and not by that other way. Then 
aid the wiſe night. cer tainely if wer goe 
yy that way, we ſhall be led into the City 
pl the oꝛth, wherein there is no mercte, 
put perpetuall paine and ſozrow, etbere 


ve ſhall be taken and bound and caſt into 


3 pꝛiſon. Certainely ſaid the fooliſh Knight 
his way is the ready way, and as J be- 


eue, it is moze p2ofitable then the other 


way. Then went they both fozth the faire 
wap, canon thꝛe knights met with them, 
which receined them courfteouſly fo2 one 


ght, and gane them all manner of things 


Ithat were pleaſant to them. And on the 
p moꝛrow they tooke their tourney fozth to- 


ward the Citie , e when they were with 


| 


in the City, anon the Empezors officers 
met with them, and ſaid : Friends, whp 


came pæ hither , infomuch that pee know 


4 the law of this city is ſo cruel oflong time 
beretotoze:ſurely pee ſhall be ſerued now 


Natter the law. Anon chep tocke the wiſe 


Anight. and bzonght bim, e put him into 
paiſon, and after that they twke the fooliſh 


Knight, 


The Hiſtorie of 


night, and bound him faſt, and caſk bim] 
into a Ditch, Sone alter it befcll that the 
Juſtice came to the Citie to giue indge 
ment on them, that had treſpaſſed the law, 
and anon all the pꝛiſoner s were brought | 
fozth before the Jullice among whome 93 
theſe two Knights were brought fozth, Y 
one from Pꝛiſon, t the other fro the ditch. 
Then ſaid the wiſe-Kntghtto the Juffice: | 
My renecend Lo2d, A complaine ofmy fel. 28 
low that is guilty of my death: fo: ben 1 
we two came to the two wapes, whereok 
the one led to the City of the Taff, and the 
other to this Citp, A told him all the peril Y 
of this City. and the reward of that other 
City, but her would not belene me, but 
ſaid to me in this wiſe : 4 will belceue | 
mine owne eyes better then thy woꝛds A | 
becauſe h was mp fellow J would not 
let him goe alone in this way: and thus | & 
came J with him, wherfo2e he is the taufe 
of my death. Then laid — foliſh Knight, 9 
J complaine that he is the cauſy we 
death: fo; it is notbnknowne to pou all, 
that A am a Foole, & hee a wiſeman, and 
therefoze he ſhould not ſo lightly haue kol⸗ 
lowed my folly, foꝛ t he had fozſaken his | 
way, Jſhould haue followed him e there- 7 
foze he is cauſe of my death. Then ſaid the | 
Jullice x7 


1 
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Jullice fs the wiſe Bnight, becauſe that. 
e Sou with all thy wiſdom , ſo lightly con- 
entedſt efollowedft the wil of the Fwie, e 

Dis ſoliſh wozkes: and thou Fole becauſe 
hon dfdft reiect the good counſel, and ad- 
3 niſeofthe Wiſe, E would not bel&ne him, 
'* give tudgement that pe both beiſriged 
q 02 your treſpaſſe : and ſo it waFdone. 
if Mherekoze all men p2apſed ireatly the 
2 Judge foz his diſcreet iudgement. 


The Morall. 
Dieare Friends this Emperour is Al- 
mightie God, x in the Calf is the Citie of 
I heaven, wherin is freaſare infinite : And 
uvnto this way is a hard wap and full of 
Thoꝛnes, that is, the wap of Repentance, 
1 by which wap fall few walke: fo2 it is 
dard and ffraite, acco2ding to the holy - 
Scripture, laping thus. Arcta eſt via quæ 
3 ducir ad vitam: Jt is a ftraite way that 
*Meadeth to enerlaſting life. 
In this way ars thꝛe armed Knights , 
that ts the Denill the Wold 4 the fleth : 
with whom it hehooveth vs to fight, x to 
vbtaine the victozie,befoze we may tome 
to Heauen. The ſecond Citie that is in 
the Poꝛth is Yell : e to this acco2deth the 
5 pt ſaping thus: Ab aquilone po- 
$ - . neru£© 
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the ditcy, that is into thy graue. But when 


The Hiſtoric of 


netur omne malum: Out of the Nozth| 1 
commeth all enill. Certainly to this Citi. 
the way is plaine and bꝛoad, and walled 
abont on enery fide with all manner of 
delights , wherefoꝛe many men walke by 
this wap. The three Knights that gine to 
euerggnan going this way what thing 
them Nealeth, are theſe. ꝛide of life, Co- 
urtoufnelle ol the eies, and Concupilcence? 
of the lech: in which thꝛer the wꝛetchen 
man greatly delighteth, and at the laſt} 4 | 
they led him to Mell. This wittie Knight 


betokeneth the ſoule , « the folich Knight 
betokeneth the fleth , which is alway ko- 


lich; and at all times ready to doe enil. 
Theſe two are fellowes and knit in one: 
fo epther of them dzinke others blond, 
that is, thep hall dzinke ot one cup, eyther 
of top o2 paine which they (hall haue akler 8 
the day of Dome. 'o 

The Honle chooſeth the way of Repen-| MF 
fance, and in as much as ſhee may, ſhe: 
irreth the fleſh to doe the ſame. But the 
fleſh neuer thinketh what Chal come after, 
and therefozc ſhe goeth on in the delight 
of this Mozlo, eflieth ths ver tue of Ne- 
pentance. Aud thus the ſoule after death 
is caſt into Hell, and the fleſh is caſt into 


the 
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dZHe Judge commeth, that is our Lo2d Je- 
us Chitlt at the laſt day to iudge all man- 
einde Then the Boule ſhall complaine 
P pon the fleſh,and the fleſh bponthe ſoule. 
But then the Judge that cannot be decei- 
ed chall condemne the Boule, becauſe 
qſhe kollowed the fraflty of the fleſh;and the 
ANeih becauſe it would not bel&ne the ſoule 
e2TUberefoze let vs ſtudie to tame our fleſh 
hat we way obey God, and then we ſhall 
Haue eternall life. Unto which bzing vs 
dur 4% 2d Jeſus Chziſt. Amen. 


The Argument. 


rhe Soule of Man being poſſeſſed of the 

Princely Territorie of Paradiſe, was by 

. che Deuill prouoked to fin againſt her 

Creator, and for the ſame tranſgreſsion 

(being theace into the wide World exi- 
ed) loſt that her heritage: but by Chriſts 
bleſſed Death and Baſsion was reſtored 
vnto a more happy heritage of euer la- 
ſing felieitic. ; 


| I he eleuenth Hiſtorie. 

F Vere dwelf ſometime in Rome a 
1 mighty Emperour named Frederick, 
which had no Childe, but one onelp 
_ davghter, 


und weed her, and p2zouoked her to ſinne 
All that bee might: whereby tis young 7 


ned ſo ſoze. Then anſwered ſhe and ſaid 


becauſe h& had ns other heire. And after ! 


The Hiſtorie of 
bis deceaſe bequeathed all his Empire.“ 


This vnderſfanding an Carle that dwelt 
there beſide, be came to this young Lady 


Lady in ſhozt pꝛoceſte of time inclined to, 
the Carle, and this Carle anon lap with 
her and defiled her: and after that hee 
dzaue her from her heritage, and exiled! 
ber out of the Empire, wherekoze hee? 
made great lamentation, and fled bnto a" 
Realm there beſide, where ſhe daily wert 
and mourned. 
It befell after on a dap, that while che 
late mourning bp the high wap ſide, there 
came riding by her a faire young Knight 
bpon a Yozſe, who came towards her a 
great pace, and verp courteouſlp ſaluted 
her, aſking her the cauſe whp hee mour- 


my renerend Lozd, Jam an Emperours 
danghter,deſcended of ropal bloud, my fa 
ther is dead, who left mie all his Empire, 


F n % * =- 


his deceaſean Earls there beſide deceiued 
me. delloured mp virginity, and after that 
be put me biolently out of mp heritage 
ſo that now A am faine to begge my ** 

rom 


Geſta Romanorum. 
tom deze to doze, and this is the cauf; 
$f my ſoꝛrow. Then ſaid the Knight:faire 
Damſell, J haue great compaſſion on thy 
eautie and thy comelineſſe: therefoze it 
hou wilt grant me one thing, J will fight 
22 thes againſt the Carle, J vill affure 
bee the victo2y. Chen ſaid ſhæ, alas good 
ir, J haue nothing that J map giue vnto 
on but my ſelfe. And J aske no moꝛe of 
he ſaid the Knight, bul that thou wouldeſt 
& mp wife, and loue no man ſo much as 
ne. Then ſatdſhe ; Reverend fr, that 1 
vill doe gladly, i moꝛe if J might. Then 
aid the Knight : J will that you doe no⸗ 
hing koꝛ me, but if it ſoꝛtune me to die in 
ze fight foꝛ thie, andobtaine the vino:y, 
hon ſhalt take my bloudy ſhirt, and hang 
t vpon a beame in thy Chamber: andthis 
hon thalt doe fo2 two cauſcs.Dhefirtt is, 
hat whenſceuer thou beholdeſt the ſhirt, 
ou ſhalt weepe foz mee. Phe ſecond is. 
; hat whatſoeuer man come to weothe to 
ee his wife, thou ſhaltthen haſtily runne 
Into thy Chamber, and there beholding 
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- My blondy chirt, thinke heartily within 
Hy letfe thus. | 

oF The L02d of this chirt dyed for my lone 
E battaile, by which hee recouered my he⸗ 
age, a Lat" 
: other 


Carle, andobfainedthe vico2ie, and the 


battelt, whereofhee dyed; but ere he dye 


oftentimes woe and alas, thou "ſufferevſt 


The Hiſtorie of 


other man after his death. Then ſaid cher, 

Renerend (ir, all this J ſhalt fulfill by 1 8 
grace of God. And when the Knight heard ut; 
this, her aſlaped to fight againlf the ſaid 


Garle was ouercome ans fled, and this 
young Wady was bzonght and receiued 
againe into her heritage. N ctheleſte | 
the Knight was deadly wounded in that 


he bequeathed his bloudy ſhirt vnto this 
Damlell, deftring her to kep her pꝛomiſe. e.. 
When this pong Lady beard of his death 
pr weptſoze,fozin histhirt was wut 
is: 
Thiake on me, and ha ue in minde 1 
Him, that to thee was ſo kinde. 3 
Anon when ſher had receined this wire! 
cher hangsd it vpon a beame in her cham⸗ 
ber, andas off as ſhe beheld tt, ſhe wep! 
bitterly. It befell not long after, that the 
States of the Empire came fo her, t de/ 
fired her to take an husband: but then ha 
went to her chamber, and behetothe biou⸗ 
dy ſhirt, and waxed ſozrowfull , and ſaid? 


* 
24 12 a 


- 
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death foꝛ my loue, and thon' alſo recoue/ 
redſt againe my heritage: God fozbid that 


I 6 man but ther. — 


"Ip Geſta-Ronranorum. 
thus cher anſwered enery man that came 
o her: and ſo they went away diſappoin⸗ 
ed of their pur pole, and ſhe ended her like 
4 The Morall, 


“Deare Friends, this Empersur is the 
ther of Heauen, ans his daughter is the 
Paule of Pan, made fo the ſmilitude of 
Pod: to whom he gaue and bequeathed 
pe Empire of Paradiſe, But there tame 
e Carle, that is the Denill, & pꝛsuoked 
er to ſin, when ſhe eate ofthe Apple, and 
id to her thus: In what houre yee cate of 
is apple ye ſhall be like Gods. M her foꝛe 
e bzeaking Gods commandement were 
iled out of Paradiſe,ts liue inthis woꝛld 
great w2etchedneſſe, as the Seripture 
ith: In the ſweate of thy face thou ſhalt 
e thy bread ;- But then came a faire 
ung Knight qa ffrong;that ts, our Loꝛd 
ſas Chciſt, who hadcompaſiton vpon 
lankind; and taking vpon him our fleſh 
dbloud, gaue battle fo the Diliell, and 
2rcame him: S thus wan he Sms dur 
tage: Lherfozelet vs do as 
dy did, let vs [ay this bloudy ih 
the remembzance of the Paſſion of 
a, on n e let! 
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"think how our Loꝛd Jeſus ched his pal 
Cious blond fo2 vs. And if any man, tha“ 


8 ts, if the Deuill, o2 any other would tir 


f vs to ſinne, let vs thinke p2eſently on ty 

| Pallion of Ch2iff,ſaping thus: J wil tan 
none other but ther, who haſt ſhed th 
| bloud fo2 mer: and thus ſhall we winne! 
| uerlaſting life. Unto which God WY by 
b all, Amen. 


The Argument. = 

Wee are here generally aduertiſeſ of bone 
ring the Sabboth day: how , for ther: 
deeming of time, to bee occupied 

| ghoſtly contemplation, i is profitable i 
th the ſoule and bodice. Alfo Preachers 
] Gods Word oftentimes for ſaying ecu 
purchaſe ill will, If wee beſtow our tif 
lentsin the amplifying of Faich, and ful 
% thering one of another with good wor 
we (hall then inherit the fruition of era? 
nall life prepare d for Chriſts Ele. Þ} 


The twelfth Hiſtorie- 


S dwelt in Rome a might ; 
Empero2 named Apollinus, which 6 
dained a law that enery man vpon pai 
th ſhould celebzate the day of his n 
tinitie. This Emperonr called '<i tar 
Ark 


4 


Gefla Romanorum. 


Flarke that hight Virgil, and ſaid: Py 
eare Maſter, there Fr many hainous of - 
Fences done in my Empire contrary to the 
aw, therefoze J pꝛap the that thou by 
o cunning wouldſt make ſome craft 
Ppereby J may know who freſpaſefh a- 
"Mainft the Law pzinily o2 openly, Then 
lid Virgil, Þy reuerend Load, your will 
Pall bee done. Anone this Virgil though 
is craft made an Image in the mitt of 


e Citie of Rome which densunced and 


id the Emperours meſſengers who tre(- 
ted againſt the Law, & who not. There 
Was at that time dwelling in the Citie of 
ome, a Smith that hight Focus: which by 
p meanes would celebꝛate the Natinttie 
the Emperour. It befell vpon a night, 
s the Smith lay in his bed, He thought 
don the Image that accuſed many men 
foze, dꝛeading leaſt the Image would 
cuſe him, Wherefo2e he aroſe and went 
the Image and ſaid, J make a vow to 
od if thou accaſe mee; J ſhall bꝛeake thy 
ad : and when hee had thus ſaid he went 
dme. The Emperour on the mozrow 
llowing, ſent meſſengers to the 3 mage 
is befozettme he was accuſtomed) to 
now and vnderffand who had treſpaſſed 
t ainck the law. And to them then laid th 
1 Im age, 


Image litt vp your eyes and behold why! 4 | 
is ingrauen in my foꝛe⸗head. And when 
they looked vp, they ſaw this Poſey wait | 
ten. Times be changed, and men becom 
worſe and worſe. Fo2 he that will ſap th; | 
truth ſhall haue his head bzoken . There, ? 
foze goe pee fozth to your Loꝛd and tell hin b 
all that pee haue heard and ſeene. Ty 
mellengers went fozth and told the Em 
perour all they had heard and ſeene. -v 
Then ſatd the Emperour, arme von 
ſelues and goe fo the Image, and if tha 
pou finde any inan that hath menaced ? 
thꝛeatned to hurt the Image, binde hin J 
hand and foote , and bꝛing him vnto me, 

Then went the meſſengers foꝛth to te 
Image, and ſaid to it: tell vs the truthi 
any man haue th:eatned the, and we ſhal? 
reuenge the anon. Then laid the Image 
Lake ſhe Smith Focus, foz he is the man 
that will not gnour the Patiuitie of th 

by erour. Straight way the meſſengers. 
02th the Smith befoze the Emperour: 
>. there examined him why he kept not 
the day of the Emperours natiuitie in re 
uerence ano honour, accozding fo the law 
Then an(wered the Smith and ſaid: Ne 
nerend Lo2d , J beſ&ch you that vou will 
heare mine excuſe, and it J ant were not 
rea 


7 Geſta Romanerum : 
11 Leafonably to all manner of points that ve 
Hall aske me. J wilyelo me fully to your 
p ꝛatce. Then ſaid theEmperour, 4 will 
eare the, and that which is right, that I 


5 $1 1 
MA 


pill doe. 
% Then ſaidthe Smith, muſt haue eight 
dente euery day in the werke, and that J 
„ Wannot get wit haut great labo2, andchere⸗ 
e J may not kepe that dap holy day 
Nioꝛe then other dates. Then ſaid the Em 
erour: why mult. thou haue thele eight 
ence: Then ſaid the Ddmith: Jam bound 
0 pay daily two pence : and two pence 3 
end: and two pence Jloſc; and two pence 
ſpend. Then ſaid the @mpexour:tell me 
no2e expꝛelly of theſe eight pence, Then 
aid the Smith: Jam bound euery day fo 
ay two pence to my Father: foz when Y 
vas pong, hee ſpent dayly two pence on 
e which J am bound to pay him againe 
02 his ſuſtentation, and fws pence J loſe 
n mp wife. Then ſaid the Emperour, 
phy loſeſt thou that two pence on thy 
vife? Then ſaid hee: where ſaw er euer 
voman but hee had ane of theſe. pꝛoper⸗ 
ies:either ſhee was wilfull and 8 

Fo her husband, oz hot of complexion: and 

; herefoze that J giue her I loſe. Aiſofwo 
pence e 4 lend tg my lonne, wherewith her 
„ D 4 is 


ts ſuſtained, that when J come to age and 1 1 


This Smith Focus waschoſen to be Em 4 
perour, becane he ſpent his eight pence 
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pouerty he mar pay me two pence again, 
lite as I doe my father. Alſo J ſpend b 
pence on my ſelfe in meat and dzinke, and 
that is little enough. Then laid the Em, 
peront, thou haſt anſwered well and wiſe 
ly. Not long after the Emperour dyed and 


ſa wiſely and ſop2ofitably and thus b 
ended his life in peate and reft. JF 
The Morall. 1 
Deare Friends, this Tmpercur is dut 
bleed Sautour Jeſus Ehꝛiſt, which 10 ; 
dapned by his holy law that euerp man 4 N 
ſhould kœpe the holy Sabbath day. This | | 
Virgil that made this Image is the holy 
Ghote, who eſtabliſhed among vs pꝛeach - 4 
ers to teach vertues and repꝛoue vices, 
and they ſhould not ſpare the pwze nd: 

the rich. But now if a Pꝛeacher ſhould? 
ſpeake the truth againſt ane man, he ſhall? 
be thꝛeatned by the enemies of Chꝛiſt, that 4 
ts, bꝑ euill men that neither loue God no; 
man. Wherefoze the Pzeacher may ſay © 
now adaies, that Po ey which was waits 
ten in the foꝛe⸗head of the Image. Times 

bee changed trom good to ill, and men bee 
gaily worle : tor who fo would ſpeake 1 | 

trut 


y 
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db Fruth now adaies ſhall haue his head bro- 
en. Therefoze it is niedfull they bee ar 
ned, that is, pꝛeachers ought to be armes 
d with vertuous examples of god ljfe, and 
then they neede not keare, becauſe they 
0 haue the kruth of God to ſtand by them, 
according to the Apoſtles ſaying : If God 
1 be with vs, who can be againſt vs? 
e 7 By this Smith Focus, is vnderſtod 
1 euer p god Chailtian man, who daily 
ſhould ſpend his time in redeming of 
Fenery houres frauell with ſome p2ofit co2- 
1 4 | ſpirituall: and then ought he to 
q ber pꝛeſented befo:e the heauenly Empe - 
"Frour. This Focus paide two pence ta his 
s 3 Tatber. and ſo wee ſhould pay to our Fa- 
ther of heauen two pence, that is, hondz 
and laue. Foz when we were the Childꝛen 
gol wꝛetchedneſle, in bondage, Almigh- 
te God ſent downe fo the earth his Bort 
to redeme vs, acco2ving to S. Iohn the 
"x Cuangelitt, ſaytng ? God loued the world 
Fo well that hee gaue his onely begotten 
Sonne for the ſaluation of the world, Alſo 
this Focus lent two pence to his Som 
thatis, euerv Chꝛiſtian man ought il 


5 Ffothe Don of God, our Lo2d Jeſus Cheiſt 
IM | true and vnkained faith, and fruitfufl good 
wozkes and desds in our life, and h e will 
repap 
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repay vs en af the day of dome wit) 9 
his heanenlymercy : when ſonle — | 
Hall bee glo2ified. And that hee ts our bꝛo/ 
ther may be pꝛoued by the text of Eſa y,ſay, | 1 
ing, A child is borne to vs. This Focus loſſ 1 
two pence to his wife: his wife betoke, © 
neth the fleſh, vpon whon thou loſeſt ting 1 
pente, that is, vnlawfull tone and conſent 1 
to finne , becaule the fleſh is contrarie to 
the ſpirit, æ is euer ſubiectts ſinne. This 
Focus alſo fpenttwopence on himſelfe: bg 
the firſt penny ver ſhall vnderſtand repen 
tance, whereatthe Angels in heaven dae 
"nl creatly reiopce: by the ſecond-penny ve 
1 23 ſhall vnderſtand perfect perſeuerance in 
amendment of life: foz hee that abiveth 7 
vnto the end ſhall be ſaued. And her that 
ſpendeth well thele two pence ſhall obtain 
everlaſting life. Unto which bꝛing vs our 
10d N Chill Amen. = 


4 The Argument, 7 
1 Man "a blind through finne, and * 1 
+ by infirmite of fraile fleſh, or ſuggeſtion 
treſpaſſing with euill and lewd company * 
though God of his mercy be fauourable 
ynto Pan! in his lite time, by reaſon of tbe 
foreſaid reſpeR, yet if 158 accu ſtomably 9 
Walke on forwardi in this worldly wie- 

2 5 kedueſſe 1 


— — — 


Geſta Roman orum. 


neſſe, his wil full blindaes ſhall not exenſe 
him, but accuſe him in che day of iudge- 
God, in abuſing his mercie offered, an: 
therefore the leſſe worthy to haue the re · 
ward of the ſimple ſoule that repentant- 
ly and with modeſty liueth to the fruition 
pf euerlaſting bliſle, $30 85 
. The thirteenth Hiſtorie. 
1 > Ometime in Rome dwelt a noble Em⸗ 
O Iperour, which among all other vertues 
loued beſt mercy : whersfoze he oꝛdained 
à a Law, thateueryblinze man ſhould haue 
an hundzed ſhillings by the yeare of his 
trkęaſure. It befell on a day that tertaine 
men came to a Tauerne to dzinke wine, 
nnd alter that theſe men had ſitten in the 
Tauerne thꝛc dayes, the fourth day they 
were greatly in debt foz the wine: where | 
fuoꝛe the Uintner came to them © deman- 
ded money foz his Mine. Then ſaid one of 
the Dꝛinkers, Sirs, the Emperourhath . ;. 
made ſuch a Law, that eueryblindeman - -... 
hall haue an hundꝛed ſhillings ef his trea⸗ 
ſure: therefoze let vs caſt lots among vs, 
and to whom the lot falleth, let his eyes be 
> put aut, & ſo he map goe ta the Cmpers?s 
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— Theil; 1 who oz dane da Law, 
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wks well: : lo they caſt lots, and the lot fell 755 

on him that gaue the counſell, and his fel- 3 
lowes imme ddiatelp put out his eres. 
And when her was blinde, her went ta 2 
theEmperoursPallace,and afked an hun 
dꝛed chillings of the Steward accoꝛding 
to the Emperours Decre.Deare Friend, 
ſaidthe Steward, thou didſt ſg with both » 
thine eyes a while lince, thou alſo vnder- 7 
Zandeft the Law amiſſe: fo2 the Law is 
made foz men that are blindethzough in 
firmities oz by the will of God, but the 
other day thou hadſt thy ſight in the Ta⸗ 
ue rue, and halt wilfullp loſt it. Therfoze 0 | 
goto the Tauerne againe fo thy fellowes, 
and diſcharge there what thou o welk, fo: 
here getteſt thou not a farthing. Then 
went this wꝛetched man fozth andtolds 7 


his fellswes of the Stewards anſwer and Pp 


with that came inthe Aintner and dilpop⸗ bk ; 
led them ofall their clothes,-4 beat them, 
and thus dꝛoue them with ſhame out of * 4 
the Citie : And ſo were wee neger after | - 
[x nethere. | OY 4 


The Morall. _— 
Deare Friends, this Emperour is onr I 


that | 


 Geſta Romangtur? 


© that eucry blind man ſhould haue an hun : 
4 deer Gilltngs of his treaſure. This blind 
man betokeneth every Sinner, who ün⸗ 
1 = 3 T neth thzough infirmity, oꝛ the entiüng of 
2 4 the Deuill, the Wozld, and the lech and 
S ot reteiue an hundzed ſhillings, if hee 
I bee inwardly repentant of his ünnes: 
1 hae is, hee Gall haue an hundzed times 
moe iop, attezding to the Scripture, 
ſaxring: Yee ſhall receiue an hundred times 
more joy if yce repent and turne from 
inne, & alſo yee ſhall haue euerlaſting life: 
Thheſe men that came fo the Tauerne fo 
-X ®2inke Mine, be Sinners, who often⸗ 
times come to the Tauerne of our Adner⸗ 
ſarie the Deuill, to dzinke of his carnall 
appetites, that is, they there conſume and 
Xx waſte away all ſpiritual vertues, which 
ther receiued when they recetued the Ha⸗ 
drament of Baptiſme, wherekoze the Des 
uill our Enemie diſpoyleth them of all 
their good deedes that euer they haue 
wꝛought befozc, They caſt lots, that is, 
thep caſt among them the cuſtome of fin, 
And this lot of ſinne falleth on ſuch as are 
pvnthankfull 6 mercilefle : and ſuch a man 
2X Lwilfullp becommeth blinde, that is, he be- 
7 commeth wilfulfy a foule ſinner like Iudas 
> that ws our Loꝛd without any ſug⸗ 
1 | geſtion 
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geſtion oꝛ intiſing · Andtherloꝛe ſuch med 48 | 


inne moſt grieuouſly, When — 
befoze the Steward, chat is, befo2e the 


ſinne:Therefozelet vs ſtudp with all dilt- 
gence ts pleaſe God, that we may obtai 
everlaſting life, which is laid vp in ſtoꝛe 


eternall ſaluation. Unto which baing 1 vs 
gur Loꝛd Jeſus Chꝛitt. Amen. 


The Argument. | 
A certain yow of louebeing made betweene 
the ſoule of cuery faithfull Chriſtian and 

| Teſus Chriſt, we are to conſider the mere 


ciful and graeiou s$Coucnant of God to- 


ward the faithfull, and t6 bee carefullof 
this Couẽ nant, and wee are to ſtudie to 
forme o our vo] 5 fo as yee at the | pre- 


fixed da 
may therby | 


chat Glee the 0 God, and their | 


ſoules health. 
The fourteenth Hiftorie:/ 


N Nome ſomtime dwelt a might 


Pꝛelates of the Church, they tan hardly | 4 
obtaine an aſturanee of Yeanen, becauſe 
they be not in the right way to leaue their 2 


foz all thoſe that line modeſtly, loking fo: 
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oe Geſſa Romanorum. 
Hel Daughter. who was faire and gr\ 
Fious in the fight of euerx man, 1 vs 
jo name Aglaes. There was alſo in the 
Emperours ; pallace agentle Knight that 
"Foued dearely this Lady. It befell after 
Ppon a dap, that this Bnight talked with 
his Lady and ſecretly vttered his deffrs 
Into her. Chen the ſaid courteoufly, ſwing 
on haue vttered tome the ſecrets of your 
Peart, J will like wiſe for your loue vtter 
Jo vou the ſecrets of my heart, aͤnd truely 
N apthat aboue all other I lone you beſt. 
Chen ſaid the knight J purpoſe fo viſite 
be holy land, and therefoze giue mee your 
roth, that this ſeauen yeares vou ſhali 
fake no other man, but onely fo2 my loue 
o tarry foꝛ mee ſo long, and if A tome nos 
gaine by this day ſeuen yeares, then take 
phat man you like beſt. and likewiſe F 
pꝛomiſe vou that within this ſeuen preres 
will fake no wife. Then fatb ſhee this 
Fouenant plealeth me welt. hen this 
was ſaid, each ot them was be frothed to 
_=Sther, and then this knighttwke hi 
pb the Ladp, and went ka theholy Wand. 
Phoꝛtlv after the Emperonr treated with 
be king of Yungariefoz the marriage of 
pis Daughter. Then came the Jing of - 
Pungarr 60 the 3 pallace 12 


ledthe Emperour the young-Lady to him 
and laid: © my faire Daughter, Jhaue'? 


ſaid the Emperour, ſith it is ſo that thou 4 
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his daughter, and when her had ſwne ber lf . 
c liked maruelous well her beagle a "2 
her behauionr, ſo that che Empetour am 4 
the King were accoꝛded in all things a 
touching the martage vpon the contifion/ 
that the damſel would canſent. Then cal, 


pzonided fozthe , that a King ſhall be thy 
hnsband if thou liſt fo 6" 7p $8 BG tell 
me what anſwer thou wilt gine to this 
Then ſaid che to her father, it pleaſeth me 
well: but one thing deare father, J intel 
vou of, if it might pleaſe pen to grant mæ: 
and this it is, I haue vo bed to kee pe my 
virginitie, and not to marry this ſeuen 
peares, therefoꝛe deare father, I beſeech 
peu foꝛ all the lone that ts betwene your? 
gracious. father-hade and mee, that ve 

name no maa to be my husband till theſe 
ſeanen peares be ended, t then A ſhall ba 
die in al thingsto fulfil your wil. Then 


haſt thus vowed, J will not bzeakethr 
vow, but when theſe ſeauen yeares ber 
xpired, thou chalt haue the King of un | | 
3 to thy hasband. r 
Then the Emperour ſent fozth his let, 
ters to the King of nga : 28 


* 
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Shim ik it might pleate him to Kay leauen 

. eares fo the lone of his Daughter. and 
"Then be ſhould ſp&@d withont fatle.Dere- 
"With the King was pleaſed, and content 

Fo ſtap the pzefiged dap. 


And when the ſeanen pres were en- 
J ed ſane a dap, the yong Ladie tot in het 
Thamber window and wept ſoze, ſaying: 
Moe and alas, as to mozrom my Loueg 
1 20miled to bee with mer againe from the 
Poly Land, 4 alſo the Bing of Bangary 
Xo mozrow well be here to marrie mer, ac- 
22ding to mp fathers pꝛomiſe, and if mp 
Loue come not at a certaine houre , theri 
Im Jbtterly deceined of the inward loug 
i beare to him. 
| When the dap cams the King haſteb 
oward the Emperdur with a great ear- 
gneſtneſſe to marrie his daughter, and was 
e Toyally arraped in Purple. And while ths 
Ming was riding on his way therecame a 
= - znight riding bp him to whome her ſaid: 
deare friend, whence art thou, and whence 
-Xcommeſt thou? The Knight anſwered 


12 : 
und ſaid . Jam of the Empire of K 
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A and now am lately come — the Holy 
Land, and A am readie to doe pou the beit 


ſteruiee J can. And as they rode talking by 


the way, it began to raine ſo faſt qatall 


 atd the Anight: My Lozd , ver haue done 


' bzonght not with pon pour B;ivge.Then\ F 


Well ſatd the Knight:my folſſhneſſe may 
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the ning apparell was ſoze wet. Then 


foliſhly, fo2 as much as pe b2ought not 1 
with pon pour houſe. Then ſaid the ing: 1 
Why ſpeakeſt thou ſo 2 mp houſe is large = 
and bꝛoad, and made of fones 4 mozfer, 7 4 | 
bow ſhould I then bzing with mee my 4 
Mouſe : thou ſpeakeſt like a Foole When i 2 | 
this was ſaid , they rode on till they tame 
to a great depe water, e the Bing (mote ©! 4 
his hoꝛſe with his ſpurs and leapt into the N x A 
water, ſo that hee was almoſt d2owned. = 
When the Unight law this. and was ouer 
on the other ſide of the water without pe. / ; 3 
rill, he ſaid to the Bing: pe were tn perill, 3 
and therefoꝛe pc did fooliſhly, becauſe vel 


ſaid the King thou ſpeakeſt ſrangely, my 
B2idge.is made of lime e fone, and con 
tainth in quantity moꝛe then halfe a mile, 
how ſhould J then beare with mee my F 


B2idge? therefoze thou ſpeakeſt foolithiy, 2 


furne the fo Miſdome. Mhen the Bing 
had ridden a little farther - he asked the 
Knight what time ok the day it was ben 
ſatd the Bnight:if any man hath liſt to eat 
it is time of the day to eate, and therekoze id „ 

my reuerend Lozd, 3 pꝛap ron to takes 


.modicum | 
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rrvbicum with mee ,fo2 that is no diſho 
; Enonr to pon, bnt great honour to me be 
13 toꝛe the States ofthis Empire. Then ſaid 
Ithe Ring: 1 will gladly — with thee: 
They late both down in a faireUine gar- 
„den, + there dined together bMh the Bing 
=Xand the Knight. And when dinner was 
done, and that the Ring had walhed . the 
9 Rnight laid to the Ring My Lozd, quoth 
Wi hee, pee haue bone foliſhly , koz that yee 
bought not with you pour father c mo- 
a 1 ther. Then ſaid the King : what lapeſt 
5 thou? mp father is dead, and my mother 
is olde and map not trauell, how ſhould 3 
then bꝛing them with mee therefoze to ſay 
= the truth, a fwliſher man then thou art did 
X I never (&. Then ſaid the Knight , euere 
*X wozke is pꝛaiſed at the end. 
When the Unight had ridden a little 
5x farther, and was nigh the Emperours 
palace he asked leaue to goe from him, fo 
hee knew a nearer wap to the Pallace te 
the young Lady, that hee might come für 
and carry her away with him. Then laid 
A the king A pꝛap thee tell me by what place 
pourpoleſk thou to ride « Then laid the 
knight, J ſhall tell pon ruth : this dap. 
71 ſeauen peares A left a net in a place, and 
4 now 3 purpoſe to bit ie, and draw it to 


when hee had ſaid thus her tooke his leaue 
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me and if it be whole, then will J takeit 15 
to me, kepe it as a pzecions Jewell, vut 1 
if it bee bꝛoken then will J leave it: and 4 


of the King, and rode fozth, but the Ming 
kept the bꝛaad high way. © 
when the Emperour heard of the Kings 3 
comming, hee went towards him with a 
great company, and ropally receiged him 7 
cauſinghim to ſhift his wet cloathes, and 
to put on freſh appareil. And when the 
Emperour + the king were fet at meat, 
the Emperour weltsmmed him with all | 
the cheare and ſolace that hee could. And 
when hee had eaten, the Emperonr asked 
fidings of the King. Pp Lord ſaid hee, 1 
ſhall tell yon what A heard this dap br 
the wap. There came a knight by mee, and 
reuerently ſaluted mee: and anon after, 
there fell a great rains andgreatly (ſpoiled 7 
mp apparell. And anon the Knight laid: 
Sir you haue done fooliſhly , foꝛ that pon 
b:ought not with por pour bonke. Then 
ſaid the Emperonr : what cloathing has 
the Knight on. A cloake , quoth the Ring. 
Then ſaid the @mperoz, ſurely that was 
a wiſe man,foz the houſe whereof he 4 bo 1 | 
Was a cloake,and therefo2e he ſaid to you þ :F 


that wet did fooltihly, becauſe you came 
without | 


1 
1 
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Laber he laid truth:tfo2 he called ſhe 
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without pour cloake,fo2 if ye had bzonght 
at vou acloake, then your cloathes had 


; 3 


not bin ſpopled with raine. Then laid the 
ns. ben he had ridden alittle further, 
we came to a dæpe water, and J ſmote 
mp hozſe with my ſpurres, and J was al- 
Amos dꝛowned, but he rid though the wa- 


7 ter without any perill:then laid he to me, 


© pe did fooliſhly ; fo2 that ye b2onght not 
Wivich vou pour 4Bzidge. Uecily , ſaid the 


© ridden befo2e pan, and afaicd the depnes 
Wir: water. Then ſaid the King, we rode 
Icortzer; and at the laſt hee pzaped mee to 
dine with him. And when he had dined he 
© caiv J did bnwillp, becauſe J b2ought not 
with me mp kather tx mother. Truelp laid 
55 Cmperonr, he was awile man and 
laid truth: fo2 he called pour father 4 mo- 
© ther, bꝛead and wine, and c:her victuats. 

Y = ſaid the u ing: wee rode further and 
anone after he asked me leave to go from 
me, and J asked earneſtly whither hee 
went. And he anſwered againe, and ſatd- 

this dap ſeanen peares J leffa net in a 
Y prin place, and now 7 will ride ts fee 
it, and if it be bzoken oz tozne, then will z 


J Y eauel; but ik it be as A leftit , then ſhall 


% 


@; i 


The Hiſtorie _ 
it bee vnto me right p2ecious. When the 
@mperonr heard this, hee crped with a 


loud voyce, and ſatd: O pee my Kntghts 
and leruants, tome per with me ſpeedily 


vnto my Daughters Chamber, fo2 ſurelp. 


that is the net of which hee ſpake. And 
kozthwith his Knights and ſeruants went 


vnto his Daughters Chamber, and found 


ber not, foz the fozeſaid knight had taken 


her with him. And thus the King was de- 
cetued of the Damlell. And he went home 


agelne to his owne country aſhamed. 


The Morall. 


Deare friends, this Emperour is our 


Lozd Neſus Chziſt, and his faire daugh- 
ter is everlaſting life which the Cmpe- 
roꝛ had azdained fo2 Rings. Knights, and 
other men. The Knight that loned this 


pong Lady, is euerp god Chaiſtian ſonle, 
which hoideth himtelf not wozthy to come 
into the light of God vnto ſuch toy , as the 
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Apoſtle ſaith , The ſufferings of this time 


arc not worthy to attaine to the glorie 
chat is to come. This Knight was ſeauen 


peares ablent from his lone:like as a gud 
Chꝛiſtian all the dayes of his lite thould | 


_abour and hag in 1 theieanen 
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| 'Geſta Romane 
withont a Cloke in the raine is fo ber un- 


derſtood ſome mighty men ofthis Moꝛld 


which haue Clokes to couer all their other 


clothes. By this Cloke is vaderſtood Chas 
ritie as the Apoſtle ſaith: Charitie couers a 


multitude of ſins: but many men haue not 
this Cloke , wherefo2ze thep are wet with 


the raine of Pꝛide, Auarice and Lecherie 


This King alſowas almoſt dꝛowned, be- 
canſe he lacked his bꝛidge, that is, perfect 


2 faith:foz as we ſ& that no man map paſſe 
g oner agreat water, bꝛoad and dep, with⸗ 
out a bꝛidge o2 ſome other thing that is a- 
ble to beare him Right ſo, without Faith 


it is impoſſible to pleaſe God: foz Chziſt 
ſaith , If yee haue taith as 2 graingof Mu- 


ſtard ſeed, then may yeefay to the hils re- 


moue out of your places, and they ſhall re- 


moue. But many of vs now adapes haue 


verp te ble faith, and therefoꝛe do lodainlp 


tall into the clap of deſperation bp dead⸗ 


lp ſinnes oftentimes offend God. Alſo this 


King had not bꝛought with him his father 


and his Pother. By the Father which ts 
2 canſe of generation, is bnderffod Pumit- 
litie, without which there is no ber tue in 
anp man and therto accozdeth Grego- 

ry, ſaying: Hee that gathereth all other 
vertues without Humilitie, is like a man 
E 4 4 "©: oo - 
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The Hiſtorie of 
that caffeth duff into the winde. Big Po- 
ther betokeneth Yope : therefoze hee that 
wilobtaineenerlaſting life, muſt haue the 


cloke of Charitie the — of Faith, and 
a Father of Pekeueſſe, and a Mother of 


Hope as the Apoſtle ſaith. 4 


v7 * ö 
rc 
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Alſo this Knight wentthe narrow wap, 
and the Ring the bzoad wap : foꝛ hee that 


will be ſaned muſt goe a ſtrait way, that 
is the way of Faſting, Almeldeeds, Cha- 


ſpeaketh the Apoſtle. The way is ſtraight 


which leadeth vnto euerlaſting life, But 
many men goe the other way which tea- 
deth to Mell: that is by the way of fleſhly 2 


luſt, and ſuch men gos out of the way of 


may obtaineeuerlaſtinglife. £ 
The Moral], 


Bythe Hiſtoric is Ggured, as »ppeareth in 1 ? 
the Morall, the Soule of cu ery good 
Chriſtian, held of him as his 4 Þ 
but being ſeduces, caried away, andde- : 
filed by Sathan her foule enemie,ſhee is 
reduced by the help & valiant proweſſe 74 
of her heaueuly Champion Chriſt Ieſus 


vnto her former Habitation. Vet man 


fo er wan * — ws — way —_ — 


4 


io | beg 


% 


ſitte and Repentance. Df the which way 4 


everlaſting life. Therefoze ſtudie we to 
walke the narrow way, that thereby wee N 


_ _ GeſitaRomanorum, 
being vngrateful to his Redeemer,forget« 
:cth his dutie, and for good rewardethii 
euill to his Champion Chriſt Icſus, deli- 
uering him to bee iudged by the Law, as 
an Offender: but when the Champion 
Z 2noucherh what hee bath done for man 
and his Soule, chen is hee with ſhame of 
bis ingratitude conſtrained to remorſe, 
and call for grace to repent and amend 
his life, that by the death of his Cham- 
pion Chriſt, he may obrainc eternall life. 


45 The fifteenth Hiſtoric, 
= C Dmtime dwelt in Kome a noble Em- 


. perour named Agia, which had retat- 
ning vnto him a Knight named Gerard, 
which was a wozthy Warrto2, nenerthe- 
lelle hee was as make as a Lambe in the 
7 Empero2s Court, but in the field he was 
like a Lyon. This Emperour had a faire 
Daughter, whom the frong and mightie 
Carle ok Pelcſtercarried perfozce away, æ 
2 defiled which moꝛe diſpleaſed the Cmpe- 
2 rour thenthe carrying or her away. Ther- 
= fozeb& called vnte him his Connſell, and 
(aid: Deare friends , the violence done to 
me in dellouring of my Daughter, is not 
bnknowne to pon ; & therefoze Apurpoſe 
ks giue battle ts the Carle: wherefoze J 
i * pay 


=. 
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pꝛap von fs be ready at a dap. that ye may | 
pꝛoc d with me in battell. And they laid: . 
Sir, wee b& readie to liue and die with 
pon in battell. 8 + = 
Mhenthe appointed dap of battell came 
they met on both ſides, and a cruell ſharpe | 
conflict was pꝛoſecuted on both fides, and 
almoſt all that were on the Emperours 
part were llaine. And as the Emperdur 
himſelſe was fo2cibly aTailed, the Knight ! 
Gerard put himſelfe among the enemies 
befoze the Cmperour and fought mankul⸗ 
ly,andſo the Emperour eſcaped, and the 
Nnight abode and flac the Earle, nener- |: 
theleſſe the Knight had diners wounds, A; 
Notwithſtanding this he abode (ill till : 
thebloud ran down tohis fote, And when ;, 
the enemies (aw that the Carle was llain ,1 
thep fled, and the Janight with his people 
followed on the chaſe till hee came to the 
place where the Emperozs daughter 
was, t led her with him. And thus with 
triumph and victoꝛie, he returned againo | 
ts the Cmperoz Foz the which victozie 4 
re- oblapning ofthe Emperoꝛs daughter, 
he was greatip p2apſed of all people, Not 
long after it befcll that this Knight had a 
ſuit in the Emperours Court, wherefoze 
theUnight came bnto the Emperour and 
_ . pzayed 


 CeftaRomaorum,. 
b pꝛaped him meekly to be fanonrable fo 
bis cauſe, and kurthermoze deſired him to 
doe realon tauching his honeſt demand. 
When the Cmperour had heard him. 
J yee called to him à Juffice and (aid, Sir 
1 ; dur will is that you doe all eqaitie voto 
his night. And when the Knight heard 
Wtti bee cryed with a lond bopce : Alas, 
| 4 alas, who euer heard of ſuch an Cmpc- 
| rour. Thou wert ( ſatd hee) in battell, 
where thy head ſhould haue bene, mitten 
of aud J in mine owe perſon (and none 
| Itter man ) put my lelfe in ieopardie foz 
ther, and ſaned ther and now thou halt al- 
. Logned another man to bee Judge in my 
| canſe:alas that euer thou wert bozne.and 
with that wozd the Knight put off all bis 
cloathes, and ſhewed the wounds that hee 
had recefued in the battell, vnto all the 
men that were then preſent, and laid: 0 
what haue A ſutffered foz thee, Oh Empe⸗ 
rour. 3 did put no other man in my ſtead. 
and now thou aſſianeſt another man in 
my canfe. Soothlp,. Iſap to thee that A ne- 
uer ſerned ſach a Lo2d befoze. - 
When the Emperonr heard this, being 
almsſt confounded in himſelfe , her ſaid: 
O deare friend, all that thon railt is truth, 


thou aue dit me from death thon didſt re. 
8 | . obfaine 


The Hiſtoric of 


obtaine mp Daugbter againe, and foz | 
lake thon haft ſuffered many wounds: 
berily it is right, that J in mine owne per-| 
ſon come downe and make an end of thy 
cauſe ; ſo as map be to thy content and u 
mine honour. And then the Emperour la.“ 
boured very buſily in his matter, t made}? 'N 
therof an end accozding to the Knights, 
requeſt : wherefo2e all men greatlp com- a. 
mended the Cmperour. Bf 


The Morall. _ 4 
Deare friends this Cmperonr map be 
called euer y Chꝛiſtian man, oꝛ elſe all man 
kinde whic) had a faire daughter, that is 
ta ſap, the ſoule , made to the ſimilitude of 
God. This Carle betokeneth the Diuell, Þ 
which carrieth awap and defloureth by Þ% 
finne the ſoule of man, thꝛongh eating oi 
the fruit ofthe fo2bidden tree: wherefoꝛe 
al mankind was in thꝛeldome til a ſtrong | 
and valiant knight came and put himſelfe | 
on the Croſle to ſuffer death, as a Redee- - 
mer of mankinde from the Diuell. Foz if 
that had not beene we had all bene parta- 3 
kers of thꝛaldome euerlaſtinglp: and this 
night reduced aud re-ovtained the ſonle 
of man vnto the Church , wherefo2e hee 
ſuffered many great wounds i in his 205 
nd 


Geſla Rbmanorum. 


zus now this Knight, that is, otir Lo2d 
eus Ch2iſt hath a matter to doe among 
r ps, that is, to finde in vs perfect ſaith: 
| vherefoze hee calleth on bs dailp that we 
hould beready at all times ſaping thus in 
ypocalypſe the 3. Loc I ſtand and knocke 
t the doore, if any man will open to mee, 
ell come in and ſup with him. But ma- 
yy men doe as the Cmperour did, the 
"Which appointed the Anight another Jodg 
Ihen himſeife . fo2 now adaies there bee 
"Tome men that will doe no repentance foz 


e the lone of him which aſſigned no other 


Iman but himſelfe to fight foz vs. And 
Aherefoze againſt vathankefull perſons it 
hall be ſaid thus. Loe hee ſuffered (02 vs 
yn the croſle, diſpoiled of all his clothing, 

und ſhewedto vs all his wounds that hee 
Nuffered. | 
Bee we therefoze thankefoll vuto God 
oz all his graces, and bee content that 
wee map (offer fo2 bis loue ſome (ozrow- 
Fail repentance. Foz hee that ſuffereth 
paine fo2 the lone of God in ſhis life, ſhall 
Freceine an hund2ed times moze reward 
in the life enerlaſting. Unto the which our 
A ozd Jeſas Chu bzinge all mankinde. 

Amen. | 

SEN 
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The arg. ment 


The ſoule of man is heere warned to elites Y 


the pleaſant baites and ſubrill crafts of | 
the diuell, that ſhee yecld norto his al. | 
lurements, left he get the vantage of this 
mortal courſe from her, and bercaue her 
of her loycs in the life to come, 3 


; The f weren Hiſtorie. 2 
T Mere dwelt ſometimes ;in Rome 1 . 
wittie Emperdur named Pompey , 
which had a faire daughter named Aglas. 
This daughter had many vertues about 
al other women in that Empire. Kirſt, che 
was faire æ gracious in the fight of euery 
man, ſhe was alſo ſwift in running, ſo that 
no man might onertake her by a right 
ſpace. Mhen the Emperour bnderfaod 
theſe two bertnes in his daughter, he was 
right ioptull: Wherefoze hee pꝛoclaimed 
thꝛoughout all his Empire, that what 
man pooꝛe 02 rich would ranne with his 
Daughter. ſhould hane her to wile, with 
great riches, if her could oner-runne her, 
And come (oner to the marke then ſhe, and 
if ſhe ouer ran him, and tame ſooner fo 
the marke then he, his head — 


ken of. 
fil jeſt 
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When the States of that Empire as 


Dukes. Carles, Barons, and Knights 
heard this cry. they offred themſelnes one 
atter another to runne withher , but euer 


this pong Lady oner-ran them all, where. 


toꝛe thep loſt their heads, accoꝛding fo the 
Law. That time there was a pooze man 
dwelling in Rome, which thought within 
2 bimſelfe,J am a pooze man, and come k 
pooze Kindred, there is a common crx 


made that what man ſocuer can out- run 


the Emperoꝛs daughter by any meanes, 


Hall be pꝛomoted ts great hono2 & riches: 
now therefoze, if J might ouer runne her 
by any manner of wap,Jſhould not onely 
be pzomoted fo great honour , but alfo ail 
my kinozed. Then this poꝛ man pꝛouided 
bimſelfe of thz& things, whereby he might 
winne her. Firff, he made a garlend ot red 
roles and white.Secondly,he made a rich 
girdle of ſilke conningly Lo2onght, Third-. 
Ip, he made a Yurſe of ſilke, imbꝛopdered 
with pꝛecious ones, e within the Parſe 
waga Ball of thꝛe colours, and vpon this 
ball was written this poſep: Who playeth 

with me, ſhall neuer be weary of my play. 


Then put be& theſe thee things in bs bo. 


[ome and wont fozth to the Pallace gate, 
crying and (aping : Come Leda 
_ AAPP, 
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WL adie fo; Jamreadiefo runne with pon, 
and to fulfill the Law in all things. 
When the Emperour heard this, hee 
commanded his Daughter to runne with 
dim. This pong Lady went to her Cham- 
ber window, and when ſhe ſaw him, ſhe 
deſpiſed him, and laid: J haue ouercome Þ 
manp woꝛthy Rnights, and now J mull | 
runne with a Charle:nenertheleſſs J will 
fulfill mp Fathers tommandement. 
Anon the damſell arraped her foz to run 
with him. And at the laſt they can toge⸗ 
ther, and within ſhozt ſpace the Damſell 
got farre befoze him. Mhen the Jagler 
ſaw this, hee thzew fo2th his Garland o 
flowers befoze her. And when the damſell 
beheld and (aw it ſh& oped downe and 
foke it vp, and ſet it bpon her head, and 
that while the Jngler went afoze her. But 
when this pong Damſell ſaw this, b 
wept ſoze, and fo: ſozrow ſhe thiew the 
Garland info a ditch,and ran after him, 
aud at laſt ſh& oner ts him, and lift bp | 
ber right hand and gaue him a buffet, ſay- 
ing; abide than wzetch, it beltemeth not 
thy fathers ſonne to haue me to wife, And 
then this Ladie did over-rnn him, e went 
befoze him a great (pace. And when the 
Jugler late this, de taoke the girdle " 5 
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dis bolome and thꝛew it befoze her. And | 
hen the ſaw that, ſhe ped downe ant 
oke it vp. and girded her therewith, e the 
ivhile the Jugler gat befo2e ber againe. 
Now when thee ſaw that, che was vexed 
and take the girdie c with ber teeth tare 
it in th&peces, and then thꝛew it from 
her:t thenthe ran faſt after him, and at 
the laſt ouertooke bim, and then ſhee gaue 
vim a creat blow, ſaping: O wzetch, thin- 
eff thots to auercome met and with that 
sher ran befoze him againe; The Jugler 


was lie and ſublile. and kept the parſ# il 


they were nere the marke t then he thzew 


it betozeher, and anon ſhe ſtooped do unt 


and tooke it vp, and opened if. & tooke gut 
the ball, and read the poſey : Who playeth 
with mee, ſhall neuer bee weary of my play 
And ſhe began to plap and conttutied o 
org in plaping , till that the Jagler was 
hekoꝛe her at the marke. And thus he wand 
the Emperourg daughter. 7 775 


The Morall. 
Sears friends, this Emperont is aur 

Sauisur Chiift , and his faire Dangb! 
is the Sonle of Pan, which was made 
tleane with the water of Baptiſme c was 
Alſo vo in running, that is, in vertu . 
* Wie 
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while that ſhe was in her cleannes lo that 


no deadly fin might ouercome her. This 


Jugler that is ſo ſubtill and crafty, is the 


Deuill, which ftndieth day and night to 
deceive innocents. Der pꝛouided him of 
thee things. Firli, of the Garland, which 


befokeneth ide: fo2 why7a garland of 
flowers is hot (et pon the arme,no2 bp- 


bee (ene +: ſo pzide would bee ſ&ne. 
WMherfoze S. Auguſtine laith, When thou 
ſeeſt a proud man, feare not to call him the 


childe of the Deuill. Doe thon therefoze 
as the Paiden did, be angrie at thy ſins, 


and caſt off thegarland of Pꝛide, into the 


Difch of Repentance , & ſo ſhalt thou giue 
the Deuill a buffet, and onercome him. 


But when this Jugler, that is, our gholf- 
iy enemie the Denitl.ſeeth himſelfe oner- 
come in one ſinne then hee returneth and 


tempteth a man in another inne; e caſl- 
eth befoze man the Girdle of Kecherie. 


And alas there be manp girded with this 
girdle of Lecherie: of the which Girdle 


ſpaaketh Saint Gregoric,ſaping; Gird we 


our loines with the girdle of Chaſtitie, fot 


. wholocuer is girt with. this girdle ſhallnot 
toſe che hope of life. Then caſteth this 


Jugler (that is, the Deuill) the purſe 4 h 


on the fote but vpon the bead, that it may 


Geſta Romanorum, 


| the ball, The purſe that is open aboues 
and cloſe under, betokeneth the heart; 
whicheuermoze ſhould becloſe in the bo- 

| ſonic againſt earthlp things, and open 
aboue to heanenly tep : and the two 
{krings that open and hot the Parſe, be= 
token the loue of God, and or od netgh- 
bours. The Ball which is round and 

moueable, to euerp part of his difference, 
betokeneth couetonſneile, which mwusth 
euer both poung and olde, and therefoze 

the Poſey was true, that was w2onght 
on the Purſe : Who op yeth with mee, 
that is, with Conetouſneſfſe, ſhall neuer 

| be ſatisfied. Therefoze ſaith Seneca. When 
all ſinnes wax old, then Couetduſneſſe on- 
ly waxeth young. 'Therefoze let vs take 

bade thatiwee play not with this Ball of 

* © Eonetenſneſſe, and then without doubk 

| BY we ſhall obtaine thzongh the merits of 
Chꝛiſt, the bliſſe of heauenthat neuer hall 
end. Unta the which her bzing vs that ſhed 

* precious blond foz vs. 


4 nw 6 xttrs LO 
2 \ 


The Argument. 

The preaching of Gods word, and euer 
good prayer, is a ſweet 3 melo- 
die inthe earesof God, and hath a pro- 
miſled! re ward of God, yet there is now 

F 2 and 
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The H iſt orie of 
and then ſlirred vp in vs ſome let tlieredł 


by our whiſtling aduetſary the Deuill and 
2C are hindred tor a time, uvntill by che 


prouidence of God godly Preachers bee 


fear focth, which wich the hooke of 
Gods Worddoe winne againe our loſt fe- 


licitic, and ſo xecouer the fall ot ſuch ſoules | 


as were ſeduced and led away into the 
toytull and perperuall icllow(up - of the 
bleſled Angels of Heauen. 


The ſcauenteenth Hiſtorie. 
ometime dwelled in Rome a Noble 


— 
ak . which loued geeatly the Puſicke of 
the Marpe ,# likewile the paſtime of hun⸗ 
ting. It befell bpon a day as this Empe- 
ro2 hunted in a Fozreft , he heard a ſweet 


noiſe of a haxpe ſo thatth2zough the ſweet 


nelle thereof, hee mas almeſt xauiſhed of 


his mits, wherefoze bee ſought about the 
+ Fezreſt to find that melodie, t at the laſt 
he cſpted at the end ofthe Fozrelf a poore 
man ſitting beſide the water playing on a 


Darpe fullfweetip. Then ſatd the Empe⸗ 


rour, god friend, pzoceedeth this melody 


from thy Marp ozno* The pooze man an- 


fwered and laid: Pp reverendLo2d, 4 


call tell you the truths Here bende this 
water 


\} Emperonranda wiſe,named Theodo-. 


| Ceſta Romanorum, | 


wafer, mp wife, my childe 3 haue dweit 

this thirtie reares , and God hath giuen 
mee ſuch a gift, that when Jplape on my 
Harp. I make ſuch melodie that the fiſhes 
ofthis water come ont to mp hand fa that 
therewith mp wle, mychilde and J haue 
been kuſtained in great plenty. But alas. 

ſometime onthe other fide of this water 
there commeth a whiſller g bee whiltleth 
bo {retly that manp times the fiſhes fo2- 
ſake mee, and goeto him:thereſoꝛe my re- 
ucrend Lozd Icraue your Helpe againſt 
this whift!er, The 1 (aid the Emperour, 3 
Hal giue ther gov help, A haue here in my 


| purſe a golden hooks , which J will gine 


thee, take it, and binde it faſt to the end of 
a rod and put a Mozme bpon the hooke , 
then caſt thy rod into the water, and play 
b thy Harp, and when thon perceineſt 
the (itz to bite on the baite, dzaw them vp 
to the land with that hooke, and then his 
whiſtling hall not auaile. Mhen the poꝛe 
man heard this, hee retopced greatly and 
did as he had taught him. And when this 
poꝛe man beganne fo play bpon his harp, 
the fiſhes came to the baite, and then hee 
fooke them bp with his hooke , and lined 
therbp in better eſtate long time, and at 
the laſt ended ds life in peace and red. 
F3 te The 


. 


TheHiſtorie of 


The Morall. 
Deare friends this Emperonr betoke- 
neth our Lo2d Jeſus Chziſt, which greatly 
delighteth to hunt the ſonle of mankind in 


the Fo2reft, that is, the holy Church. te 


loneth allo the melodie of the Harpe, that 
is, he loueth much thoſe that teach the ho · 

ly Moꝛd of God. This pooꝛe man that 
ſat by the water ſide, betokeneth the P2e- 
lates of the Church, and the Pꝛeachers ot 
the Moꝛd of God, which onght fo be al- 


wates reſident in their Charg x not in the 


woꝛld, that is,thev ſhould not ſet their de · 
light in wozldly things. The pzeachers 


ought to haue the harp of holy Scripture, | 


wherewith they may p2aple e hono? God 
e alſo therewith dzaw out of this wozld Þ 
the ſinners. Therfoze ſaith the Plalmiſt 
thus. Praiſe the Lord vpon the Harpyſing 
to che Lord wich a Pſalme of thankligiuing. 
Pſa. 98.6. But now adaies the Preacher 
may lay, alas: foʒ when I pꝛeach e teach 

the holp Scripture, the Deuil commeth x 
whilfleth ſa (wee tly, that the ſinners d2aw 
to him, x wil not hears the Moꝛd of God, 
but they turne themielues only to the de- 
light of nne. The Deuill dereiueth alſo 


mankind by diuers wapes. Firſt, in the 
tims 


Geſta Romanorum. 


time of pꝛeaching he maketh ſame to flep* 
and them that he cannot make to lleep, ha 
 canſeth them to taike and clatfer :# them 
that he cannof make ko clatter, hemaketh 
them ſo dull that thep cannot vnderitand 
what the Pzeacher lapth: and them that 
he cannot beguile by thele meanes, he put⸗ 


feth into them. bufineſſe , c cauſeth them 


to goe out of the Church. Behold how 
many wapes the Deuill hath to deceiue 
mankinde, and to let the Moꝛd of God. 
Therekoz euerp Pzelate t enery P2ea- 
cher ought ta haue ſhe golden bake of 
Gods Moꝛd againlt this whiſtling , bp 
Z which they may dzaw ſinners out of this 
13 321d bp toheanen. Unto the which bzing 

bs our Lozdeſus Chꝛiſt. Amen. 


The Argument. | 
Mans Soulethe daughter of aur Sauiour, 
is right deare vato him, and though hee 
bee carefull tor the confirming of her in 
ſtate offincere life, yet ſhe is ſeduced by 
the ſuggeſtion of the fleſh , which bcing 
a grieuous tranſgreſſor, is yerby earneſt 
repentance and amendement of life, 
brought by the ſoule vnto dutifull obe- 
dience towards God & man, t hat thence 
forwards ſo continuing they together 
, 


The T Rees ot 


gay bee partakers of cucrlaſiing bleſis4, 
nefle, 


The eighteenth Hiftorie. £2 


Mere dwelt lomettme in Rome 3 
mighty Emperoz named Ptolomeus 


which bad but one Childe, a Daughter, 


Whomehee loved ſo much that dap x night 


the was guarded with armed Knights: i 


and oner thoſe Anigbts hee ozdapned a Þ 
Controuler ſo inſtruct chem how they 
ſhould doe. Pee ozdaynedalſo a Steward 
fo: to guide his Houſhould. And when all 
this was done, on a night as hee lay in his 
bed he relolued that he would go viſit the Þ 
holy land. And when all things were rea- 
die (02 his iourny accoꝛding to his deſire, 
he called vnto him his Steward and laid: 
Mytruſtyleruant, J purpoſe now to goe 
le the holy Land, and therefoze Jcommit 
my daughter to thy keping, and A charge 
the that ſhelack nothing, but that che haue 
all manner of ioy that appertaineth to 
ſuch a Wirgin. Mozeguer, X leave to thy 
keeping five Knights that be her Guard. g 
I charge thee that they lacke nothing that 
4s fiffing fo2 them. Alſo J leaue with the 
wy Graphonnd, commanding that thou 
| nouriſh and feeve him as bits erto 7 hath 
ene: 
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bene e il thou falfll all this that Y haut 
lat thou ſhalt at my commingagaine re- 
geine a great reward. Then ſaid the Ste- 
 ward:Pp Lozd, in all that A map I ſHall 
fulfilt your command. Anone the Empe⸗ 


rour tooke bis iournep toward the Citte 


ok Jeruſalem + he Steward along time 


zept well the @mperonrs command and 


But at the laſt it befell vpon a day that 


3 it charge giuen him. 


4 tis Steward had eſpied this pong Lady 


walking alone in an Oꝛchard, with whoſe 
lone he was ſodainly lurpꝛiſed:wherefoze 
Eraight map, againſt her wil, he deflonred 
her. And when he had commteted (in with 
her, he gave her ill language, ehated her 
moꝛe then ener he loued her befoze, and 


dꝛaue her ont of-the Pallace :wherefo:e 


the Damlell by this meanes being dziuen 
to neceſlity and great pouertp, went from 
dooꝛe fo doo2e and begged her bzead. But 


when the Knights that were her keepers 
lab this, thep rep2oned ſhametfully the 
Steward of thatinhnmane ded. Then the 


Steward waxed w2ath, Efo2 great hate 


| that hee had in his heart, bee ſpoiled the 


nights of their goods g dꝛoue them from 
the Pallace. And when thep were thus 


robbed eres, lome koꝛ lack of liuing 


veeame 


is bekallen thee,thatthou merteſt me after 


The Hiſtorie of 
became theues, and ſome men killers ſo 
that thꝛongh this inconueniencte they 
wꝛonght great harme. 
Pot long alter there came tivings that 


the Emperour was arrined in that land 
coming bomeward. And when the Stew» 


war? heard this, he was greatly troubled' 


and moued in himſelfe aud ſafd:Jt cannot 
be but A ſhali be arcuſed foz mp treſpaſle 


that J haue committed againſt the Em- 
perours commandement t her bath euer 
bene mp gaod and merciſul Loꝛd, there- 


foze better it were that Jgoe e mit him 
with all lo wlineſle and humilitie, and ac- 
euſe my ſelſe vnto him, and aſke him mer⸗ 
cp, then that any other ſhould pꝛeuent me 
and accule me to my Loꝛd fo2 mp treaſon. 
Then, the Ceward raight put off all his 
clothes ſaue his hoſen and his ſhirt , and 
fooke thz ropes with him in his right 
hand, and barefoote went a met the Em 
perour. Pow when the Emperonr had 


eſpyed him comming a karre off in ſuch 


manner, hee wondꝛed greatlp. And when 
the Steward was come ſo tre that he 
might (peake to the Cmperenr, hee fell 
dowre on his knees « ſaluted him reue- 
rently. Then laid the Emperour, What 
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(ach a ſoꝛtꝰ fo2 in that thou art my Stew 
ard, thou ſhonuldeſt haue met mee wilh 
a great company of Noble Knights. Dh 
my Loꝛd, quoth he there is a heaup chance 


bekaln me, foꝛ the which it behones me to 
meet your Highnelle thus. Then ſaid the 


Emperoꝛ, what chance is befaine ther: Mp 
Reuerend Lo2d,quoth hee it behaues pou 
firſt to alke me why A b2ing with me thels 


thze ropes. Then ſaid the Emperoꝛ „why 
beareſt thou theſe thꝛe ropes in thy hands 
Then anſwered the Steward and ſaid: 


This ſtrſt rope J bꝛing with mee to binde 
my hands and keete ſo hard, tilt the blond 


burft out on euerp ſide, loz that Jheue 


well deſerned : the ſecond Rope A bzing 


with me ta b2aw me at a hoꝛſe taile vpon 
the panement, till that my bones be bare 


without fleſh, fo2 that is but due ta me fo 
the great treaſon Jhane don againſt pon . 


The third rope J haue bꝛought is to hang 
me with, vpon an high Galiowes, ſo long 
{i!! that the birds light on mp head, and on 


my bedp and feed themſelues of my fleſh: 
fo; theſe things are due to ſuch freſpallers 
and bzeakers ofthe Law as J am. Pet 
Oh mp reuerond Lo2d, haue mercie on 
me,fo2 I dare not acknowledge my treſ- 


valle, oily J hane obtatned thy pardon, 


Then 


i; 


o” * Ce N » 8 N 
„ e x * * „ Nella wah woe the wes 
— £ 8 „ i gs r of e „ 


The Hiſtorie of 
Then laid the Emperour: J ſee in thes 


great contrilion, ther etoze tel me thy tre(- 


paſſe, and ſurelp thon halt finde mercy x 


grace. Alas, alas, then ſaid the Steward, 


X hane defiled thine onelp dauggter, and 
haue bꝛiuen her out of thy Palace ſo that 
nobo in great necellitie ſhee beggeth her 
bꝛead from dooꝛe to dose. haue alſo di. 
ſpoiled thy knights of all their goods, and 


now (ome of them in regard they lacke li⸗ 


ting become theenes and robbers,+ ſome 
men-killers, and the Controuler of the 
nights J haue flaine.bnt fed thp gray- 
hound with the belt meat as long as 


might, and tped him with a chaine, pet at 


the laſt he bꝛake his chaine and went his 
wap, lo that now hee ranneth about the 
CTonfifrep. / - & 

When the Emperdur heard this hee 
was fo2e aikonted, and ſaid: Daft thou de⸗ 


flonred my daughter, whom J loned so 


well and alla deſpoiled mp Knights, and 
llaine their Controuler, 4 the Gr aphound 
Which J loued well, of whom J gaue ther 


charge, is he gone alla? Surelp were it not 


that J had koꝛzgiuen thee, and that thou 
haſt humbled thy ſelfe ſo mueh, J would 
haue put thee to the vileſt death that could 
be thonght: not withanding depart hence 

| eee 
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»1thWwith, and vztng againe my daughter, 

6 at thou maiſt marrp her, 4 if any harme 
ereslter befall to her through thp default, 

ou Will E double thy puniſhment. Alfa 

ning againe mpRnights , and refioze to 

hem their goods, © ſet them in their fate 
and ofices as they were befoze. Alſo-ſeete 
iligently foz my Graphound til thou find 
im, and then make him kat ſo that here 
ter in thee there de no fault kound. Now 
zhen the Steward heard this, hes bowed 
downe with molt humble ſubmiſſion, and 
hanked the @mperour of his geat mer- 

y. Aud then he went koꝛth, and ſought di- 
igently thꝛough all the Empire, Untill he © 
ound the Empersurs Daughter, and the 
nights, x the Graphound, and bzought 
hem home againe. And after he had mar 
rped the poung Lady and reſtozed againe 
be Knights goods, hee ended his life in 


peace. 
Tha Morall, 


Deare Friends, this Cmperoz betoke- 
neth our Lozd Jeſus Cy2:ilt. Yis daugh- 
(er betokeneth! the Soule ot man, made 
after the ſimilitude of our Lo God.The 
aue nights are the fine Wits, armed 


ith the veztue of Baptilme luz the pꝛe⸗ 
„ 
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fernation of the Sonle. The Conkronler 
of the nights, is Reaſon ; Which ought 
to rule the Wits. The Grayhound is the 
Octh of man: and the Steward is every 
man, to whom God hath ginen a life and 
ſoule to kepevnder paine of loſing euer. 
1 laſting life. But wetched and wicked 
$ man, not rememb2ing what is fo come 
. full often cozropteth and polluteth his 
Sorfic with nne, and repelleth her from 
her palace of heauen, and then Wandzeth 
thee from doꝛe to doꝛe, that is from ſinne 
to ſinne. He diſpolleth theſe fine Knights 
of their goods, that is, the fine Mits, 0; 
rather gratious Uertnes , taking away 
the natur all light from their eyes, gaining 
them bad connſell, aud alſo mouing their 
eares to liſten vnto llaunder and back- 
biting, and la fo2th of all the other Wits, 
end thus lome be made theues, and ſome 
men-killers. The Maſter of theſe fine 
Wits is laine whenſoener man is ruled 
by Mill, anv not by reaſon. The Gray- 
pound, that is, the lech, wherein a man 
delighteth, was ted e bound with a chaine 
of Reaſon, but bzeaking ont, full oft doth 
much harme. 
The comming acnine ofthis Cmperoz 
from the holy land , betokens the OE 
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rt our Lozd Jelus Chailt at the dap of 
game to fudge all mankind, Ulherefoze 
ict vs as the ſteward did, accuſe ourſelnes 
fab aur Hansa gelt, leſt the Bes and the 
world at tuſe bs, then it ig tos late to aſke 
mercy : therefoze put wee offour clothes. 
betime,thatis, our e and take 

ock ther Ropes in eur hands. The firſt 


Rope that ſhould bind our hands 4 fete, 
befokeneth the Rope of true Repentance, 
which not onelp ought fo binde our hands 
and fete, bntalſs both our hearts within 
vs, and our outward converſations, in 
ſuch auſteritie of !tfe, that the bloud burlt 
out on euerp ſide, that is, that ſinne might 


bold it ſelfe. Herceto accozdeth Ezekicl, 
ſaying thus: Whenſoeuer the ſinfull man 


doth repent himſelfe, he ſhal be ſaued. The 
lecond Nope, foꝛ to daw the treſpaſſer, is 
acknowledging of our ſins, which ſhould 
dꝛaw vs from the beginning of our life. 
butoonrliues eud , by aperfect reconct- 
{ixtion of our liues fo God and man, bn- 
fo the time that the fleſh bee failen from 
the bones, that is til the luſt of the fleſh be 
turned away by the ſtones of Repentace, 
Foz enenas the Cone by natare is hard, 
right ſs the wap of Kepentance onght to 
bee hard. The third Rope, that "hang 
| ig 
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hang the fellon . is the Rope of amende⸗ 


ment of life: foz it is wzitten in holp 
Stripture, There' i is more ioy in Heaucn 
ouer one Snner that turneth vnto the 


Lord i in time, then ouer nintie and nine eiuſt 


Like as the Steward bzought againe 


the Emperdurs Daughter ſo it veboueth 


s to ſeeke about by a freftfallfaith , vn 


kill we find againe our loft ſonle, and ſo 
bꝛing her againe to the Church, ts rule 
well our fine UWits, fo feedo our Gꝛap- 
hound as wee ſhould,and make onr life ſg 
cleane and pure, that wee fall not againe 
to ſinne, to2 feare that ft fo2tune-to vs 
worſe,and that we haue no leiſure to aſks 
mercie againe at our needs. And if wee 
fulfill allthis traely vnfo gur llues end, 
withaut doubt wee ſhall obtaine gnerla- 


ffing lite. To the In dur . _ 
bs all Amen. | 


The — 


The violating of our innocene v in not - iris 
rating the Law of God, is here deſcri- 
bed, which being adindged after the 


Law. is death, but by rhe merirs of 


Chritt our Sauiour ge obtaine _ 
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The nineteenth Hiſtorie. 


n Name dwelt ſometime a mightis 
Emperour and a wiſe, named Eutcnne 


who o3vapneda Lam, that whoſocuer ra- 


niſhed a Uirgin, thonld be at her diſcreti- 


on, whether he would put him to death, 


23 would take him to her huſband, 
It befell after, that a man ranithed in 


dne Night two faire Maidens : the firlk 


Damſel which he rauiſhed deſired that hes 
ſhould dpe, but the ſecond desired him to 
her huſband: The raniſher was taken and 
ed befoze the Judge, that he might ſatiſfie 


bath theſe dainſels acco2ding to the equity = 


ofthe canis. The firſt DamCſclldeſired his 
death accszding to the Law, Then laid 
the ſecond, A deſire to hans him to my huſ- 
band : and like as thou haſt the Law fo2 
ther, lo in like caſe I haus it foz mes, & alſo 
my petition is much better then yours,foz 


it is moze charitable :-therefoze me thinks 


in my reaſon , that the Juſtice hovld gine 
ſentence in fanour and furtherance of my 
deſire. When the Juffice heard the mercie 
of the ſecond Damſell, he gaue indgement. 
(hat vos would take ber to Mike, and ſo if 


The 


an of 
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: The Morall. 

Deare friends ,this Empero2 befoken- 
eth our Lo2d Jeſas Th2iſt. The Raniſher 
betokeneth enerp ſinner, which raniſheth 
Gods mercie, as often as hee violateth the 
holy Commandements of God by ſinne, 
foz the Deufllcan neuer overcome man, 
except hee bee ſnffered by the will. Foz S. 


Auguſtine ſaith, It is no fin except it be vo- | 
luntary. The Raniſher alſo is called befoze 


the Juſtice, when the Soule ts departed 
from the bodie: and anon the firſt Damſell 
( nnocencie)laid againſt the Sinner that 
hee onght to dpe euerlaſtingip by the Law 
ofrighteonſneſſe : But the other Paiden 
(that is, Chriſts merits) alledged fo2 him, 


beartisrepentance, and acknowledging of 


unnes, which is the digh wap to enerla- Þ 
ting lite: Unto the which God bzing vs all 


Amen. ” JON 
The Argument. 


The Mother of the Childe of grace and of 
che Reprobate is heere declared, and ſet 
forth: but which of them fhall bee ſaued 
aud which of them ſhall bee damned, is 


not yer reutaled ynto the world, vncill 
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How the mercie of God ought to helpe by 
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_  Geſta Romancrum. 
the laſt and dreadfull Day of ud gement? 


The twentieth Hiftorie. 


CC Dmetime there dwelled in Rome #4 
= iJmightie Emperour and a rich, named 
2 Lypodus, which tooke ts a Wife a faire 
Uirgin and a gentle, the Daughter ofthe 
Ving of Allitia. This poung Ladp con- 
© ceived and bare him a Sonne, and in the 
hirth ſhe dyed. Not leng after her deceaſe 
the Emperour married another Wife , 
| and had bp her a Sonne alſo, And imme- 
diatelp after the ſecond childe was bone, 
bee ſent them both into a ſtrange Wand 
there to bee bzonght bp, Now when the 


pꝛeſſe ſaid : Pp renerend Lozv, ten yeeres 
be now fully expired ſince J bare my Son, 
- © and pet 3 neuer ſaw him bat orice , that 
was the firlt dap of his birth, thexefoze Y 
beſech pou mp Lozd , fo ſend fozhim, to 
the end that Imap once reiopce mee in his 
ſight. Then ſaid the Emperdur, J haus 
another Childe by my firſt Mike, and if A 
lend fo2 thy ſon, then muſt J ſend fo2 them 
both: notwithſtanding „q at the Empꝛelles 
requeſt hee ſent foz them both. And when 
*. were come they were of paſſing tea 

Ga = ture, 


childzen had bene there long, the Gm- 


ture. and well trained vp, and ſo palling | 


perour called to him that Sonne that hee 


rour ſaw this, hee ſaid: Truely J decej- Þ 


vntill they bee both come ta mans eſtete, 
andthis is mp reaſon. Firſt, J told pou Þdi 


riſhed him, and fozſooks that other: and 
when : 


The Hiſtoric of 


like in all things, that hardly the one 
might bee knowne from the other, but the 
Father knew the difference. - 

Then ſaid the Bother of the ſecond 
Chtlde : Pp Lozd, J p3ay you tell mee 
which of theſe is my Son. Then the @m- 


_ *” ew —_—_— [ _ 


begat on his firſt wife. When the Em- 
pꝛeſſe heard this, ſhee gaue all care to che- 
riſh him, and neglected the other Childe. 
Now when the Cmperonr ſaw this, hee 
ſaid to his Uife , certainly J haue decei- i 
ued thee : fo2 hem that thou loueſt ſo much 
is not thy on, but the other is thy Son; 
Then ſet ſhee all her care bpon the (econd, Þ 
and ſet light by the firſt. When the Cmpe- 


a ew my ps yy mos rn 


Tray. 


ned thee without doubt , this is not thy 
Sonne but one of them two is thy Bonne. 
Then ſaid the Pother: PpLozd , 4 moſt | 
earneſtly intreat pou, that pon would tell! 
me withont diſſembling , which of them 
is my Sonne. The Emperour anſwered 
and ſaid: certe inelp J will not tell pou, 


that this was your Sonne, and yon che- Jt 


Geſta Romanorum. 5 
when told pou that this was your Son, 
Ithen pon lightly regarded the firſt, and 
® cheriſhed the ſecond. Therekoze mp deſire 
is that yon pet cheriſh them both alike, that 
J may have like iop of them. When the 
Cmpꝛelle heard this, Thee cheriſhed them 
both alike. And when they were both come 
to age, the Emperour made a great Feaſt, 
and bekoze all his Nobles he told his wife 
L openly which was her Doane. Then re- 
iopced the Cmpzeſſe greatly, and when 
he had liued a good time ſhe: ended her life 
in peace and reſt. | „ 


thay 


OS 


The More!ll, 

Dieare Friends this Emperours Son 
betokeneth thoſe that be choſen to euerla- 
Cling life , e thoſe that ber not choſen. The 
Mother of them is the Pzonidence of God 
that nouricheth them both : therckoꝛe our 
Loꝛd will not that his Pꝛouidence ſhould 
let the Moꝛld know which bee choſen, and 
which be not choſen. Foz if ſhe knewthat, 
then would ſhee lone the one and hate the 
other, and (ſs Charitie among bs would 
bee ouerthzowne, and wee ſhould line in 
diſcozd and rife : but Truth at the dap of 
„Judgement ſhall teil to vs which of them 
— bie ſaued , and which ol them chall be 
©; 
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The Hiſtotic of 


damued. Thertoze pray we in this Woꝛld· 
that we may come to the euerlaſting feall Þ 
rh ray » Unto * which God bzing | 

72 . 


P! 


The Argument, 

The vngodly of this World will not take 
any paines to liue vertuouſly , and yet of. 
tentimes they are inxiched for the moſt i 
part with the riches of Fortune, but they 
are not caxefull of there ward laid vptor 
the righteous in Heauen , neyther doe 
they feate the torments of Hell E ; 
ted for the Reprobares, i 


The 21. Hiſtorie. ; 
Ometime there dwelt in Rome a o- 
ble Emperour named Polinus, which! 
had thzee Sonnes whom hee loued much. 
It befell vpon a dap, when this Empe⸗ 
rour lay bponhis bed, hee bethought him 
to which of his connes bee might gine his 
Empire after his deceaſe. Then called hee 
to him his thꝛee ſonnes, and ſaid : Whichol 
von is moſt othfall , hee ſhall haue min? 
Empireafter my deceaſe. The firſt Son 
anſwered and ſaid : the Empire bp rea- 
ſon ſhould be mine, foz J am ſo ſlothfall, 
that if my foote were in the fire , d _ 


ther it ould bee burnt, then J would fake 

it out. Then ſaid the ſecond , J am (quoth 
hee) moze ft foz the Empire then thou, 
foꝛ thongh there were a cozd about mp 
2 necke wherewith J ſhould be hanged , and 
il J had a ſharpe (wozd in my hand, foz 
Z bery floth XY would not once put fozth my 
hand to cut the co2d to ſane mp life. And 
when theſe two Bzethzen had ihus ſaid, 
then the third ſpake fo2 timlelfe „thus: 1 
onght to bee Emperour befoze pon both, 
foꝛ J exceed vou in llotb, and that J will 
pꝛoue thus: I lye vpꝛigbt in my bed, and 
there dꝛoppeth water vpon my eyes, and 
foꝛ very floth J will not move mp head, 
nepther to the right ſide of the bed, noz fo 
the left, to ſaue my ſelle. Whew 
roꝛzheard this hee bequeathed the Empire 

vnto the younge(t, as to the flothfulleſt ak 
the bꝛethzen. 


Geſta Romanorum. 


the Empe- 


The Morall. 
Deare friends, this Emperor befoken- 


| eth the Weuill, which is the L02d & father 


oner the bngodlp in this Wozld. By the 
firſt ſon is vnderſtod a man that chanceth 
into enill company, by which he falleth in» 
fo miſdemeano2 , and had lener bee burnt 
in the fire of finne , then depart from them. 

64 © The 
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The Hiſtoric of 
The lecond Bonne betokeneth him that 
knoweshimſelfe to be faſt bound with the 
band ofſin,wherewith hee is to be hariged 
on the gallowes ofhell , and isſo lothfull 
that he wil not cut it away with the \wozd 
of true Repentance. By the third ſonne is 
bnderſtoob a man that heares ofthe iopes 
of heauen & the paines of hell, hee will not 
mone himſelf to the right no2 to the left 

ſide to fozſake his ſins , foꝛ feare of etervall 
paine: ſuch a man without doubt, fozhis 
foth ſhall receine the Kingdome of Hell, 
from whith keep vs our Lozd Jeſus.Amcn 


y 


The Argument. 
Mans Soule, as a Captaine general! , with 
his forces of armed Vertues, fights a- 
gainſt a ſtrong Citie, the World, Sk: 
in is the Caſtle of Vanity, and in that are 
the poyſoned forces of ſinne, as mortal 
enemies of Mankind, againſt whom well 
to fight, is the meanes to obtaine victory, 

and triumph euerlaſtingly. 


The 22. Hiſtorie. 


Lexander the mightic Emporour 
ſometime ruled, who beſteged a City 


of the King of Egppt with a great hoaſt, 


neuer thelells this Cmperonr loſt "wot 
03” 


Geſta Romanorum. 


wozthy Knights without any hurt or 
ſtroke. And thus from dap to dap his peo 

ple died lodainlp, whereof this Alexander 
wondꝛzed greatly, and was full foꝛrowlull 
therefoꝛe in his minde, and he called onto 
bim the wileſt hiloſophers that might be 

found, and demanded of them why his 
people dyed thus ſuddenly without any 
wounds. The Philoſophers anſweredand 
laid, my Loꝛd it is no wonder: fo2 bpon 
the walsof that Caſe within the Cite is 
a Cockatrice , through whoſe fight pour 
men dye , foz they are infected with the ve- 


nome that commeth from her eyes, aud 


thereupon they dye. 
Then this Alexander aſked if. there 
were anpreme die againſt the Cockatrice, 
The Philoſophers anſwered, and laid: 
Pp Lozd, there is govd remedie, fo2 if it 
pleaſe pon to let vp a large Pirrour of 
 cleere glaſſe ouer againft the Cockatrice. 
betweene pour hoaft and the wall of the 
| Citie , when the Cockatrice beholdeth her 
+ (elfe inthe Mirrour , the deadly natureof 
her venemons fight ſhall returne againe 
to her lelfe, and thus ſhe e ſhall dpe, e pour 
men ſhall ther by be ſaued. Thenthe Em- 
perour did as the Philoſophers counſsited 
him, and * foztywſth a large Pirronx 
ol 


of excellent cleere glafſe, and thus was the 


The Hiſtoric of 


Cockatrice flaine,and the Emperour with 


his hoalt made an aſſault to the City , and 


obtained the bictozp. 


The Morall. 

| Deare friends this Emperour map be 
called eyerp Ch2iſttan man which ought 
to gather an hoaſt of bertnes foz without 
bertneno man can fight ſpiritually . The 
Citie againſt which pee ſhall fight is the 
Wo:ld, wherein there is an high Caſtle, 
that is, Uanitie of UManities, and all is 
but Vanitie. In this banitte ſfandeth the 
Cockatrice, that is, pꝛide ot life, deſire of 
the eyes, the luſt of the fleſh , wherefoze 
this pzide tnfecteth ſo many that they dye 
in ſinne everlaſtingly. Therefoze the beſt 
remedie agot1ff this pꝛide, is the conſide- 
_ of our vncleanneſſe . how wee came 
a:ed infothe Wozld And if it bee aſked 
wv man is pꝛoud, certainly it map be 
anſwered thus, toꝛ default of cloathing 
himſelfe with bertues : what ſhall wee 
doe When we dpe thus nhoſtly „ but ſet bp 
a pure mirrour of conſcience, that bp thaf 
conſciencewee map conſider our lidings, 
t our b2itfleneſſe, as in a glaſſe where we 
map ſee our owne defanlte And if we doe 
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_ GeſtaRomanorum, 
ug without doubt, the Cockatrice, that 
is. Pꝛide of life, deſire ot the pes, t luſt ot 
the flesh (hall be btterlp deſtroyed, and we 
ſchall obtatne the victezie of this worldly 
Citie. and by Chꝛiſts merits winne euer 
© taſting life. Unto the which he b2ing vs all. 


| The Argument. 

© The Soulc of man being converſant in the 
bo die wich the fleſh ; ſhee ſecketh by ſi- 
niſter meanes to oucrthrow the Soule 
with her vncleane luſts after the World, 
where though the Soule for a time lune 
reth hipwracke of worldly felicitie, yet 
che Lion of the Tribe of Juda is of power 
not onely to comfort her in neceſſitie, 
but alſo to reuenge her iniurie, and 0 
make her to repoſſeſſe her former eſſate 
in the World to come. Lo 


&@ SS own ex <> 


% A” - CC" 4 _ Yoda 
SS © © 4 v 


—— ww 


7 The 23 Hiſtorie . 
a Amden, ron: ſometime ruled 
; the Romans, named Archelaus, who 
in his old age eſpouſed a faire lady whom 
a poung Knight loued and had to doe with 
ber as ort as him liff. It befell on a night, 
that this Emperour bethought bim in 
his Bed, to viſite the Citte of Jeruſalem, 
wherefoze without any moze delay hee oze 
 bainey 


* 
is 


o 453 | ay LY 
* 
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' dained al things neceſſary fo2 his iourney, 

* and taking his leane of his Empreſſe, and 
of the States of his Empire, went to. 
Wards the ſaid Citie. 
When the Cmp:eſſe heard this, ſhee 
fooke the Paſfer of the Ship aſide, x laid. 
Ik thou wilt conſent to mee, and bee true, 
aſke of me what thou wilt, and thou ſhalt Þ 
haue it. The Paiter of the ſhip was co2- 
rupt with couetouſneſſe, and laid: O my | 
deare Lady , whatſocner pon will com- 
mand me J ſhall without faile fulfill it, ſo 
that you will reward mee fo2 mplabonr. 
Then laid the Empꝛelle, befoze thou doft Mc. 
ought fo2 me, A will gius thee whatloeuer Mt 
thou deſtreſt;fo that thou wilt ſweare to be 
true to me keepe mp counlell. Then the 
Maſter ofthe ſhip [ware to be true to her. 
Then laid the Empzeſſe: mp Lo2d go- 

eth with pou in your ſhip , therefoze when 
he is in the midſt ofthe ſea, caſt him oner- 
bo2d,thathe map bee drowned , and thou 
ſhalt haue what thou wilt fo2 thy reward, 
Then the Paſter of the ſhip [ware agreat 
Oath and ſaid: 55 the great God Jupiter 
after hee commeth once within mp Ship, 
pon ſhall neuer {@ him moze. Then the 
Lady gaue him 83 mich gald as he would 
bane, and he wens to his ſhip. © 

n 


oz anp thing, but euerp dap the p2ep that 


Geſta Romanorum. 


{ And within thozt time after, the Empe- 


our tooke his ſhip, and when hee was in 
the midſt of the Sea, the Maſter of the ſhip 
rooke the Cmperonr and thꝛew him oner - 
boozd into the Dea. When the Pater re⸗ 
turned againe, hee told the Empꝛelle ham 
he calf the Emperour into theſea, where- 


| of ſhe was right glad. 


This Cmperour that was calf into the 


ea, had learned in his youth to (wim, and 
(wam to an land in the ſex, And when he 
was faint, e like to bedzowned , he pꝛaped 
to God to be his helpe. At the length hee 


tame into a littie Aland wherein was no- 
thing but Lions, and Leopards, and ſuch 
other veaſts as [Wam thither from other 


Lands. When the @mperour had got to 


Land inthat Jis, hee elpped a poung Lion 
fighting with an old Leopard, and the Ki- 


on was fo weake , and was almoſt oner= 


come. Now the Emperour Had great com. 


paſſion on the Lion, and drew out his 


Owozd, and fo2zfhwith flue the Leopard. 
The Lion from that time fozth followed 
the Emperaur, and would not leaue him 


the Lion toke, he bꝛoughtand lats at the 

Emperours kt and the Emperour {mate 

fire on a llint tone, and bꝛopled the vn 
535 0 
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where he heard Trumpets, and all other 


hat is the canie of this melodie. The 


ts married this dap , and all the — of 
the Empire are at the feaſt, and tberefoze 
T make * melodie. Then ſatd the 


The Hiſtorie of 
of the beaſt in the ſkinne: and thus was 
hee fed foz a long ſeaſon. At length as hee 
walked by the Sea ſhoze he law a goodly 
Ship came ſapling by, and with a high 
vopce hee crped. And when the ſhip men 
heard the vopce, they wondzed what it 
might bee, wherefo2e thep ſapled toward 
him: and when thep were come neere 
him, hee ſaid. Good friends take mee with 
vou, aud J ſhall pap a pou a goad fraught, 
So thep tooke him into their ſhip and the 
Lion followed him, ſwimming in the Ses 
after the Ship : and when the Lion wag 
n&redzowned the ſhip-men had pittie on 
him, aud tooke him into the Ship. Now 
when the Emperour came fo land, het 
paid his fraught , and went fszth with the 
Lion till hee came nere his owne Palace, 


Muſicke g as hee marnelled what it might 
bee , there tame from the Palace a Squire 
toward him that hee knew, but the Squire 
knew not him. To whom the Emperout 
faid thus: Good friend J pꝛap tbee tell me 


Squire anſwered and ſald, the Empꝛeſſe 


Em: 


as 


Geſta Romanorum- 


Eniperour to the Squire: where is her 
hnſband that was the Emperdur befoze? 
The Squire laid that hee went to the holp 
land and was dzowned by the wap. Then 
the Emperour ſaid: Sir, Jpzap pou tell 
the Empzeſſe, and the Loꝛd that hall bee 
ber hulband, that 4 ( ſopleaſe them) will 
ſhew their Pateſties rare (pozt with my 


Lion. The Squire granted to doe his er- 


rand, and went in and told his Lozd and 
Ladie, that a goodlpold man was at the 
gate, that would Chew them ſpozt with 
his Lion. Then ſaid the new marrped 
Ladie, bzing him in, he perchance map de- 


ſerne meate foz his play. When the Em- 
pero? with his Lion was bzonght in, the 


Lion withont any ſetting on ranne bpon 


the pong Knight that was newly mar- 


ried, and flne him, and when hee had lo 
done, he ranne vpon the ©mp2efle alſa, and 
denonred her to the bones, befoze all the 
Lo:dsof the Empire. And when the No» 


bles ſaw this they were greatly agaſt, and 


began to flie. But the Emperour with 
his fatre ſpeech perſwaded them, and ſaid ; 
Loe this is the bengeanceof God, foz this 


my Wife hath ved Adulterie long time 


with this Knight that lyeth dead, alſo hee 
Pꝛactiſed mp death with the Palter _ 
| IPs, 


The kliſtorie of 


ip, ethcreupan he thaewms into the 106 


but God laued me from death. and becaule 
J holpe once this Lion at a need, he neuer 


foꝛſokt mice ſince: and now as pe all (ee, 
when JA came into mp Pallace, without 
pꝛouoking of me, hee bath ſlaine both the 
Adulterers, and therefoze bnderſtand mA 
fo2 truth that J am pour Emperour. Now. 


when thep heard this they loked mo2e fcr- 
uentlp vpon him, and diſcerned him to bee 
their Emperour, and greatly reiopcing 
p2apſed God fo2 that Miracle, which had 
laued their Lo2d & Emperour. And ther 
lined together a long time in peace. 


The Morall. 


Deare friends, by this Emperour ws 
may bnderſtand enery Chziſtian man tha! 
purpoſeth to viſit the Citie of Teruſalem, 
that is, to get euerlaſting life th2ough faith. 
But his wike, that is, the wzetched fleſh, 
marmureth againſt the ſoule, and loneth 
better an Adulterer. that is, deadly ſinne, 
then her huſband, This Emperour went 


into a Ship, taking his journey towards Wt 


the Citie ot Jeruſalem, that is, hee went to 


the Church of God, which is the way ta 


God: but the wife, that ts,fleſhly men, ac 


euled him to the Paſter ofthe ſhip, that 1 : 


1 


2 wr 


Geſta Rom atiorum; 


„Neo the Pꝛelates of the Church, foz great 
retards, which oftentimes do blinde the 
ſight of many Juſtices, whereby many 
perfect men be call out of the ſhip into the 
Sea to be d2owned , that is, out ofthe 

2 MChurch into the Sea of this wozld: But 

what ſhall hee doe then that is thus call to 

ve tronbled in this wozld ? certainely this 

+ oucht hee fo doe: let him learne to lwim, 
hat is, let him put all his hope in God, 
and by his grace heſhall come to an Jland; 
that is the Religion of heart, and then het 
hall lone ener the better to keepe himſelte 
out of this woꝛld, and therefoze ©, James 
laith: A pure Religion and vndefiled be- 
fore God , euen the Father is this &c. And 
be that is in this Religion hall finde a 
Lyon , whom he behoueth to haue again 
the Denill. This Lyon is our Lozd Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt that came of the Tribe of Juda, who 
fiahteth ener againſt the Deuill: and it a 

man hath holpe this Lyon ; that is, hath 

18, Werned God again his enemies at any 
time, hee map truſt well that he will nat 
fozſake him at his needs, accozding to the 
Pſalmiſt, ſaping: I/ am with him in trou- 
ble. By this Lyon thou muſt take thy 

age wife, that is, thy fleſh — — 

is, and (tap thy —_ then without * R 

| | 8 


IF 


The Hiſtorie ob © 
thou ſhalt obtaine tde Empire ofheauen, Þ 
Unto thewhich bzing vs our Lozd Jeſus. Þ 


7 


Amen. 


The Morall. 

The Soule of man eſpouſed to Chriſt in 
Baptiſme, yet dyeth by meanes of ſinne. 
leauing behinde her her ſonne, called 
Reaſon, or rather the Word of God, 
which ſearcheth the diſeaſe of man her 
ſinfull father: and being ſent for to cure 
the maladie of his ſtep-morhers Will, hee 
refuſeth to adminifter ghoſtly comfort 

vnto her. De 


The 24. Hiſtoric. 

Ometime there dwelt in Rome a ne- 
Able Emperour named Gorgonie, who 
marryed a vertuous and beautifull Lady 
to his wife. This pong Ladp in due p20- 
celle of time conte iued and bare a Donne, 
a faire and an amiable childe. When this 
ebild was ten peares old, his mother the 


Cmpzeſle dyed. Nat long after the Em- 


perour married ansther wife : The ſecond 
wife conldnot affect oʒ lone by any means 
the @mperonrs Sonne, but did him all 


ling 


the ſhame and repzoach that ſhe might. 
When the Emperor perceined this wi. 


, Geſta Roman orum. 
; ing to pleaſe his wife, hee exiled his ſanfis 


out of his Empire. And when the ſonne 


was exiled, he went and ſtudied Phpſicke, 
o that within ſhozt time he was a (kilfull 
and a cunning Phyſttian. It befell not 
long after, that the Emperour his Father, 
ſickened and was almoſt at deaths dore, 
wherekoze, when hee heard that his ſonne 
bas lo good a Phyſitian, hee ſentfoz him 
p letters, pꝛaping him that hee would 
come tohim boithout delap. Now the ſon 
willing to obep his Fathers commande 
ment, in all haſte came to him: and when 
be had felt his pulſes, he diſcerned the ſtck⸗ 
es and miniſtred phy ſicke to him, where- 
hp he ſhoatlpreconered, 
| Notloygafter, the Empꝛelte his ſfep- 
mother began to fall icke, t manp Php(- 
tians (atd ſhe would dpe. And when the 
Emperour heard this, he ſent to his ſonne 
o helpe her of her ſickneſſe. Then ſaid his 
anne, certaincly father J willlap no hand 
Mn her. Then the @mperour began to 
vare w2oth , & ſaid : if thou wilt not obep 
Py commandement, thon ſhalf honcefo2th 
epazt my Empire. Visſonne antwered 
ind ſaid; Jf pou doefo( dearefather) pou 
Woe vnrightly, foz well yan know, that 


on exiled me ont of your Emplrt. thzough . 


D 2 per 


dl 
A did te you, pon were therewith content, 
p 


Pallace, you reiopced af my comming, 


offer fo tonch her, ſhe would be in a race. 
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her ſuggeſtion , and mp abſence was caviſe Þ 


of your ſickenes, now my pꝛelence is cauſe Þ 
of her ſickeneTe , and therefoze J ill not 
meddle with her, no2 vile anp phyſicke bn- 
to her: foz oftentimes Phyſitions are de- 
ceived in their Patients, therefo2e J dare 
lay no hand on her, koꝛ if it ſhould foztune 5 
her to dye men wonldindge that my phy- 
ſicke were the canſc thereof. le 
Theu laid the Emperour: ſhe hath the 

E 

( 

f 


berpſame ſickeneſle that J had. His ſonne 
anſwered and ſaid: though (ee haue the 
fame fickeneſſe , neuertheleſle pon are not 
both of one conſtitution: foz' whatſoener 


and when pou ſaw me come within the 


and was greatly pleaſed with the ſight of 
mee that pot! begat: but when this my 
Stepmother ſaw me, ſhe was angry, and 
toke cozſie at her heart, and therefoze ! 
A ſhould but ſpeake to her, her ſozrov 
would much mo2e increaſe, c if J ſhovl? 


Allo a Phyſition pꝛofitteth littie except tho 
Patient take pleaſare in gim. Now non 
can cure her oł enuie. And when hee ha? 
ſpoken his minde, hee toke his leaue, ant 
departed hence. 


Geſta Romanorumni, 


The Meral. 


Deare kriends, this Emperour beto- 
keneth enerp Chziſtian man, Which is 
married to Chziſt in the Waptilme of re- 
generation, fo2 then the loule is made the 
Spoule of Chziſt, on whom our Sauſour 
begetteth ea ſonne, that is, the knowledge 
ok his Mozd, and Mill. Bat when the 
childe grew to ſome tenne peeres of age, 
o2 ſome fncreafe in vertue, his mother. 
Chriſtianity dped: then bertne departeth 
from pouth, and akterwards the Chziſtian 
man his Father matcheth himſelfe with 
another woman, the ſtepmother of the (aid 
yauth named ignorant Enuie, which in no 
wiſe could affect the Emperours Sonne 
of knowledge, wherefoze ſhe canſed him 
to be baniſhed into a ſfrange Country - 
from his Father and her both. It hapned 
i tbat the good Chaiſtian man, being oner- 
ruled by his wiſe, kalleth ſicke & ſendeth 
oz his Sonne, knowledge of Gods woꝛd 
and will, to cure him as his Phiſttton, 
who dat if Up perfo2zmeth the ſame. But 
his ſtepmsther falling ſicke at the fight of 
the @mperours ſon , though the Chꝛiſtian 
man her husband labours to him to cure 


der as a god Phyſtuian of her Boule, pet 
3 bs thee 
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chte not liking his good endeauour fo win 
her from ignorant enup of the Truth, is 
very hardly healed of her ſickneſle, but ol. 
tentimes dyeth in her ignorant enule and 
wilkull wickednefſe, without any hope of 
health o2 life bnto eternal! laluation, ſo 
that the Phyſittan comes thither too late. 


The Argument. 

Teſus Chrift the Sonne of God ought to bee 
cheriſhed and foſtered in our hearts by 
faith and good life: which 1$ taken from 
vs, when wee are not thankefull ynro him 
for his graces. Wherefore the preachers 
of Gods Word, as good Phy fitians , are 
ſent vnto vs, for ro admoniſh and warne 
vs to perſcuere | in amcndment of life, 
 andeonftanr hope in Chrifts merits , and 
ſo to hetbour him in our hearts, as hee 
may thereby beftow on vs the promotion 
of beauenly bliſſe. 


The 25. Hiſtorie. 
Ometimethere dwelt inRome a migh: 
tie Emperour named Folenus, who 

tooke to wife the Kings daught of Ger. 
manie , a faire Lady t a conrteons, which 
within ſho2t time conceined # bare a Bon. 
When the childe was bozne , the — 6 


7 Geſta Romanorum. / | 
| the Empire came to the Emperonr , and 


. © cucrpone of them beſovght the Emperaz 
to haue the bainging bpof his ſonne. The 


Emperoz anſwered and laid: to mo2row 
ſhall be a Turnep, and there pou ſhall all 
be and which of pou doth beſt, andobtat- 
neth the victozp, hee ſhall haue the keeping 


. of my ſon: and if hee traine him bp well, 2 


ſhall pꝛomote him to great dignitp and ho- 
nour, and if he doe the contrary , hee ſhall 
dpe tbe fonleſt death that can bee thought. 
Then laid thep: Moſt renerend Lozd, all 
this pleaſeth vs well, On the mozrow 
when euerp man was come to the tournep 
the States inffed vallantlp: but at length 


ne! came a valiant Knight named loſias, who 


ſo conragionfly bare himſelfe thers, that ha 
obtapned the bictozp And immediatly at- 
ter the Tournep was all done, this Joſias 


tooke the child, e led him home with bim. 
And becauſe the Emperours ſonne ſhould 


be reteiued with ſtate in his Countrep. he 
ſent before tohis Caſtle, and commanded 
bis officers that they ſhould ropally pꝛo- 


© nidefo2 him, and that the childes lodging 


would be in the midſt of the Caſtle, e alſo 


that the ſeauen Scientes ſhould bee pour 


traped about the Childes bed , that when 
the Child waked " or hisderpe, he * 
— ye 
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ape in his bed and behold the ſame. The 
Jnight had a wholeſome Mell bp the 
childes bed fide, wherein hee vſed to bathe 
bhimleife., the Knights wife bare the key 
of the Well, and there was a window 
we reat the Sun might comfoztably ſhine 
vpon him. Jt foztuned vpon a dap that the 
Ladp left open the window through neg- 
ligence, which being done, thither came a 
Beare, and ſcœing the window open went 
to the well e bathedhim therein, of whele 
bathing the well ſanoured after, thzough 
the great heate which was at that time in 
_ the hunted Beare, whereby whoſoener 
dꝛanke of that water waxed lepꝛeus with- 
in ſhozt time after. Do it foztuned that the 
10d and the Ladp, with all the houſholy 
bp dzinking of the water of that well be. 
came lepers, notwithſtanding it appeared 
not preſently, Not long after «it foztuned 
there came a great Eagle in at the wtn- 
doly where the Emperours ſon lap, e bare 
the childs away out of the Cradle. Now 
when the Loꝛd of the Caſtle heard this h# 
wept bitterly & ſaid: Alas, alas, woe is me 
w2efched creature, that euer J was bo2ye, 
what ſhall A doe: now J am the ſonne of 
death, fo J am become a loathſome loper, 


and ſo is my ws with all my 5 
a 
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allo the Emperours ſon is loſt and gone. 


Now while hee thns mourned there 
came to him a Phyſitian , and ſaid: Sir ik 
pon will doe alter my counſell pon ſhall. 
not repent pou, Kirſt it beheueth pon, 
your Mtfe, and all pour houſhold to be let 
bloud, and after that to bee bathed t cleane 
waſhed , and then J will apply ts pon mp 


medicine: and when you are whols then 


(hal! pou and pour houſhoid walke bp to 


the mountgines ,and ſ&ke the Cmperonts 
ſonne, foꝛ the Gaglehath let him kal there 


in ſome place. Then the Lozd followes 


he aduiſe and counſell thus giuen him vy 


the Phyſitian , and fozthwith hee and all 
his houſhold were let bloud, and teceived 
the medicine, and within a ſhozt time af- 
ter were all whole and ſound. Ulhen they 


were thus healed, her tooke his Moꝛſe at: 
companted with three men, and rode fozth 
toſeke the Childe, and at laſt hee found | 


him whole and ſound, lping in a balley, 

whereat he greatip reiopted. And inconti- 
nentip with great top and gladneſſe he led 
the Childe home to the Emperour his Fa- - 
ther. Now when the Cmperour law his 
Sonne in good health, be was right glad, 

and pzomoted him to great honour. And 
lo after that be had long time lined ag bn 
noble 
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noble eſtate, he after ended his life in peace 
and reſt. 


The Morall. 
Deare friends,this Emperour betoken⸗ 
eth the Father of Heauen, his Sonne 


vetokeneth our Lozd Jeſus Chailt, to nou- 


riſh whom many men deſire , at ſuch time 
as thep receine the Sacrament of his death 
aud paſſion. He nouriſheth him beſt, that 


iuſteth with the dinell, and onercommeth | 


him hy godlp life. This Anight that toke 
this Childe with him, betokeneth a good 
Ch:iſfian man, that euermoꝛe abſtaineth 
trulp from doing enill , and laboureth con- 
finnallpto doe god to all men. Therekoꝛe 
doe we as the Knight did, ſend meſſengers 
befoze to pꝛepare and make cleane the Ca- 
flleof our hearts, from al! ſpots ot ſinne, 
by linely faith, and ſo ſhall this Child Je- 
lus reſt in the midſt of our hearts. 

The Well betokeneth mercp, which 
onght to bee next our Lo2d. foz whoſoeuer 
is without merey and truth map not nou- 
riſh that blefed child Jeſas: but it hapneth 
oft that the Knights wile, that is the fleſh 
of man, beareth the key ofmercy . and oft 
leaueth that Mell open, and then comes 
the Beare, that is, the deuill, and leaneth 


his 
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his loathſome filth in the Mell of werey, 


and who fo taſfeth thereafſhall be infected 


with the lepꝛoſie of ſine. The Window 
wherein the Sun ſhined is the grace of the 
holy Ghofſf, by whom men are comkfozted 


 ghoffly. By this window the Eagle com- 
methin, that is, the llying affections of the 


wicked wozld, carrping away the know- 
ledge of God from vs , into the vale of ig- 


nozance and ſecurity, and then man hath 


great cauſe to wepe, but what ſhall wee 
doe when the childe 1s gone , but ſend fe a 
ſkilfall Phyſttian, that is, a diſcreet Mini- 
ſter of the woꝛd ok God , which Hall gine 
him counſell to let him blood, and all his 
houſhold, that is, to put out ſinng through 
acknowledging thereof, and reconciling 
himſelfe with earneſt repentance , onto * 
heauenlp father. 
Then maſt he bath himlelte with teares 
ok contrition à compunction of heart, and 


_ affer that, take the medicine of amend. 


ment of life, and ſo line pure t᷑ cltane from 
all manner of fin , and when he bath done 
thus, hee muſt leape on the Palfrey ol gaon 
perſeuerante from euill, c ride forth with 
the th2& men: that is, falling from euill, 
pꝛaping vnto God , and well deleruing to» 
wazds man: e then without doubt he fn 5 

nde 
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finde the Thilde Jeſus in the valley of 
Humility,and not on a hill, that is, pꝛide. 
And if pe doe this, doubtleſſe he ſhall haue I ;; 
mig et and power to nouriſh that bleſſed F | 
Childe Jeſus, koz whoſe nouriſhing the n 
Father of heanen ſhall pꝛomote him vnts 9 
euerlaſting toy. Unto the Which toy hee 9 
L 
0 
kk 
1 


b2ing vs, that hed vs 1. ous fo 
bs. Amen. 


Ĩ) be Argument. 
Chriſt the giuex of cucrlaſting glory hath 
proclaimed a like ioy and bliſſe in hes- 
uen, aſwell to the poore astotherich: 
But the rich oftentimes coueting all, lo- 
ſeth the prexogatiue which the poore in 
heart enioy by the prouidence of God, 
Vet as he is arighteous God , hee rt 
neth both for — rich and poore in ſuch 
ſort, chat if they will, they may together 
io) fully bee ſatisfied wich che great plen. 
ty a on aboundant graces. 


The 26. Hiſtorie. 
ometime dwelt in Rome a mighty 
Emperour named Fulgentius, which 
gouerned his peaple Nobly, and loned 
them ſo much, that he made topzoclaime 


mm nations, whoſoener would 
come 
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[ome fo him rich ozpozeatacerfaine dap, 
hould haue their petition whatſoener k 
were. When the mighty men Heard this 
they were glad, and came at the day aſſig- 
ned, and euerp man put fozth his petition 
bnto the Emperonr . immediately their 
petitions were granted and fulfllled, inſe- 


much that a great part of the renenewes 


of the Empire was diſfributed among 
them. Then enerp man was toyfoll and 


went home againe, and cooke poſſeſſion of 


lach tands and Caſtles as the Emperout 
had giuen them. 1 
Straight wap after, the pooze men in 
the Emperours Dominions, gathered 
them together, a ſaid, a common cry was 
made, that wholoener came to the Empe- 
tours Paliace chould haus whatſoeuer hee 
alked. The rich men haue beene there late⸗ 
ly, and obtatned their petitions: therefoꝛe 
goe we now, and try k wee map obtaine 
any god of the @mpero2. Now this coun- 


lell liked them all, wherekoze thep went to 


the Emperozs Pallace, and there they 
put fo2th their petitions acco2ding to the 
P:oclamation. 
When the Emperour had heard them, 

be ſaid to them: Deare friends, J hang 
heard all your petttions, and it is true that 
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mp Pꝛoclamation was that euerp man 
indifferentlp, ſhould come and haue their 
petitions, but the rich & mighty men hang 
bene here befoze pon , to whom J haue gi. 

gen all that J had, ſane onely the ropalty 
of my Lozdhip, andſo haue J nothing left 
to atne you. Whereto the poꝛe men ſadly 
replyed. Moſt grations Doneraigne haue 
compaſlion on bs, à let bs not goe away 
empty , fo2 we knots well that it is our 
owe dekault that wer came not rather 
with theſe other rich and mighty men: but 
ſith it is ſo, we crane pour Gzace that we 
may obtatne ſomewhat by the which wee 
map line. Then ſatd the Emperaur: good 
friends, though J haue giuen moſt of mp 
lands, rents, tenements, & Caſtles to the 
rich men that came befoze yon , nenerthe- 
lee J haue kept ſtill in mine owne hands 
the ſoueraigntie and dominion over them, 
and that A doe giue to pon , eſo thep ſhall 
be pour ſernants, and be obedient topou 
all, And when the povze men heard this, 
greatlp thereat reiopciug, thep kneled 
downe to the @mverour and thanked him 
ſaping. Loe, ſhough we came late, pet wee 
be Lo2ds oner all theſe other. And with 
this they take their leaue, and went home 


againe. But when the rich t mighty men 
yeard 
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teard that, they were greatly moned , and 


arliament among 


92dained a common PP 


themſelnes. And thus it was ſpoken a- 


mong them: Alas, alas, how may we 
ſerne them that ſ omtime were but peſants 


# our ſubiects in all manner things ? and 


now thep be made E 0308s oner bs. There- 
foe got ws all with one alſent tothe Em- 
perour, and pꝛap himfo2 redzeſſle. When 
this was (aid , they foxthwith went fo the 


Empersur, and ſaid to him, Renerend- 


Lozd what map this meane, thoſe that 


were our ſernants erebohile, bee now onr 


Lo2ds ? wee beſech pe . bighnelſe that it 


map, not be (a. 
Then ſaid the 
friends, A doe yon no wꝛong, ſoʒ mp p29- 
clamation was common, that whatſoener 
vou aſked of me you ſhould bane pour pe- 
tition, £ you aſked onely of me lands, and 


honoꝛs, and all thoſe Xhane granted pon 
to pour own deſires.in la much that J kept. 


nothing foz my ſelfe, and you were well 


content at pour going hence. Now after 


that tame the ſimple and pooze men, and 
afked of meſome boone, accoꝛding to mp 
Pꝛoclamation, and 3 had nothing to giue 


them but onely the loneraigntie and do- 


minton oner you , which A kept in my 
bands 


— 5 —— 5 —„—— — 
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mperour: my good 
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hands: and when the poze men crped fs 
to me, Jgaue them the anthozitte auer 
pon, pet 2 ſee not that pou can blame mee 
therefoze: fo: J gave pou all the wealth I; 
which J bad. Then laid they: O deare and 
gratious Lozd , wee p2ap pou let bs haus 
pour help and aduiſe in this ſo danger ons 
gd caſe. The Emperour anſwered and ſatd: 
Sirs if pon will follow my aduiſe, J hall 
giue pe god and p2ofitable counſeſl. Then 
They laid: wee bee ready to fulfill whatſo - 
ener pon aduiſe bs foz our p2ofit. Then 
laid the Emperour, Pp loning friends, 
vou haue receined o both Wands and 
Tenements, and — plenty of ho- 
nours and pꝛeferments, the which by mp 
counſelt pon ſhall impart to the pooze men 
that they map grant vnto pon the ſone- 
raigntie, and that dominion which they 
dave. When the mightie men heard this, 
they willingly condeſcended to impart 
their goods among the pooꝛe men, and they 
as willingly gaue them againe the au⸗ 
thoꝛzitie oner them, like as they had of the 
rich men. And thus wers they both con- 
tenfed, and the Emperonr was greatly 
commended ok all the people,becanſe hee ſo 
Wellcontented both parties. 


Tbe 
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The Morall. 
Deare friends, by this Emperour is 
;nderffood our Loꝛd Jeſus Chꝛiſt, which 


Inade a Pzoclamation by his Pzophets, 


Datrisrkes, Apoſſtes and P2eachers,that 


er way man, both poꝛe t; rich , honld come 


and aske euerlaſting iop, and without 
doubt they ſhal obtatae their petition. But 
he rich and mightie men aske fo2ns other 
thing, but worlolp honour and tranſitozie 
ches, pet this wozld hall paſſe , and all 


the conetonſneſſe thereof : wherefo2e he 


gaue them ſa much of wozidip wealth, 
that hee had nothing toz himſelfe, ac 
toꝛding to the Scripture; The birds of hea- 
ven haue neſts, and the Foxes in the earth 
haue caues, but the Sonne of man hath 
nothing in the earth where hee may put 
:i: head Ma-. 8. 20. The pwze men bee the 
merk in heart, ok whom the Lozd fpeaketh 


laying! ;leſſed bee the poore in ſpirit, for : } 


theirs is the Kingdomeof heaven, Match: 1 
Do it ſhallſeme that they haue ſone- 


Iraigntp in heauen avoue the mighty men 


df this W018 therefo2e theſes rich men 


ought to impart of their tempozall riches 


with the poze men accozding to the Scrip- 


(ure, Make you friends with riches of io 


E- quitie, 
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Jütie, that when yee {hall want, they may 
rec eiue you. into cuerlaſ ing habitations 
Luk. 16.c 9. andraccozding to Lob. 4.7. Giue 
. of thy ſubſtance: 3f thou haſt but a 
little be not afraid to giue a litle almes. And 
thus pe map attaine vnto the Kingdome 
of heaven. Unto the which A beſeech Al- 
mighty God bꝛing vs all. 


The Argument 


the E mperour of glory , Chriſt Jeſus, hath 
two daughters, the one faire, the other 
loule, the taire daughter is the world, and 
the pleaſures thereof: the fou e is pouerty 
and trouble: The faire daughter is deſi- 
red of ma ny, che foule of few, for hee 
that louet h the world regardeth onely 
the vaniti es thereof, hut hee that loueth 
God will ſuffer all perſecution and trou- 
ble forthe obtayning of him. 
I he 27. Hiſtorie. 
D metime there dwelt in Rome a no- 
ble Emperoznamed Domician , which 
had two daughters the one of them was 


paſſing:fetre, but the other foule and il-fa- 
_ kour ed: wherefoze he pꝛoclaimed thzough- 
ont allhis Empire, that who ſo would 
fake bis mes Danghter te wife , ſhould 

haut 
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isaac nothing with her , but her beautikull 
$ || and comely perſonage. But who lo W. zuls 
e | marry his fonle Dangahter, ſhsulohane 
a allhis Empire after his deteaſe. Now 
d | whenthis Pzociamatfon was made, there 
e tame many Lozds that deſire fo marry 
-bis faire Daughter. To whom the Cm- 
Jperour anſwered thus: Sirs per wot not 
what pe deſire, fo2 if pee marty her. pee 
ſhallhaue nothing with her but her beau- 
ch (ifull andcomely perſonage and further» 
er moe, if J giue her to one of pou rather 
jd ten to another, pon will grutch, there- 
y foʒe ił xc will needs have her, and kozſake 
mp konte daughter, you Gatl iuſt fo; her, 
ee Ind he that winneth ber (hall marry her. 
y. Then the Nobles and States of the 
| | Empire greatlpretopcen, and fo2 the lone 
of that beautifull Damſell thep wonld 
not onelp init, bat fight alſo : ſo they let & 
day of batte!l,4 many wo2thie men were 
damn on both ſides, nenertheleſſe ont obtat- 
ned the victorp, c eſpouſed that faire Lady. 
The lecond daughter which was fauſe 
nd il fanonred,ſ&tng ber ſiſter ſo beſtaë - 
25 with great ſolemnity, wept daily, pere 
'02e the Emper dur her father came is ber 
and ſafd : Deare daughter, Why our? 4 
von thus? Alas d deare Father, gnoiß we, 
22 it 


4: 8. 1 


mp deare danghter,all that is mine, is 


traboned Emperour, and ſhee Empꝛeſle! 
and after that thep lined together a long 
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{t is no wonder though J mourne , f&itif 
mp lilker is marrped with great honour 
and gladneſſe, and euerp man is topſnll of 
ber and no man careth fo2z mp company, 
therefoze dearc Father what J ſhall doe 


J knownot. Zhen ſaid the Emperour: 


thine, and it is not bnknowne ko thee that 
be which marrped thy (fer had nothing 
With her bat her beautifull cozps 2 g there- 
ſoze I ſhall pzoclaime in mine owre per. 
ſon th2ongh mine Empire, that what 
man will marry thee, J ſhall aCare him 
the Empire akter mp deceaſs by Letters 
patent. Then this young Lady though ſhe 
was foule and ill-kauoured, neverthetieſle 
they reiopced greatip in the pꝛomiſe of her 
Father. Shoztly after the P2zoclamatton 
was thus made, there came a proper and 
poung Knight , which eſpouſed the Lady, 
and after the death of the Emperour, hee 
ſeszed bpon all the Empire, and hee was 


— mn ww my 2 my Gy oe. oy wn, yoD 


— eo 2 


Cy > 


1 
tc 


time in peace and reſt. fi 


I ̃be Morall. i 

Desre krlonds, this Emperour befokeny 

ey our L920 Jelus Chil, wy had twap "i 
Daughter 


Geſlaß omanorum. 


Daughters. the one faire, and the other 
foule , The faire daughter betokeneth the 
of Morlo, which is full faire and delectable. 
to many men. The fonle betokeneth po- 
nerty and trouble, whom few men bdefirg 
to marrp with. Nenertheleſſe a Pzecla- 


that who ſo would haue his faire Dangh- 
ter, that is, the woꝛld, ſhould haue nothing 
with her but her faireneſſe , that is, the 
woz2ldly vanities, which fade and fal awap 
like as the beanty of man: but whoſo wil 
marrie the fonlc Daughter , that is, win 
boluntarfly receine pudertp and trouble 
foz Gods love, without: doubt hee hall 
obtaine the Empirs of Deaven, accoz- 
ding to the Scripture, laping: Lee _ 
haue forſaken all things for my loue, 
follow me, {hal hauc euerlaſt ng life. 

Panp Noble and wozfhp men haue 
luffed foz the faire daughter, that is, have 
fought and fravailed bp ſea and by land in 
ef this wozld, foz couetcuſneffe of wozidly 
ug (iches, and at length there be many flaine © 

ſoz there is nothing here but p2ide of life, 

CTenetouſnelle of the epes, and of the fleſh. 

where thzough theſe arieuons ſinnes, all 
14 the wozld is put to great dammage and 
"7 milchieſe, Do hee that marriety the faire 
if I3 Daughter, 


mation was made by the holp Scripture, 
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$5 21ghfer, that is, the Wozlv, is he, that 


ſet!eth alt dis affections and whole deſire 


 byon the Wietchedneſſe and vanities of 
this wicked wozld, and will not by any 


meanes fo!fake this vaine Wold, like a 


wietch. But he that marrieth the fonle 
daughter is the good Chꝛillian man which 
fo2 theloue of the Aingdome ot Heauen, 
and the euerlaſting topes thereof , koꝛzſa- 
Heth all this watld, 4 not onelp doth thus, 


but aiſo deſpiſethhimſelfe , obeying onto 


the true and euerlaſting God in all things, 
Huch a man certainly (hall obtaine the 


leykull and happy Empire of Heauen. 
Unto the which bzing vs our Lo2d Jeſus, 


Amen, 


The Argument, 

Deuorion, Prayer, and Thapkeſgiuing Vit 
to God lor his gitcs, is a ſweet ſounding 
Mulicke, delectable iu che cares of God. 
Wee are hereby warned after our firſt of- 
fending, not to returne to our vomit, with 
the Dog, nor after waſhing, with the Sow 
to wallow inthe mire 2 no rather lec vs 
bathe. our ſelues inthe Well ef forrow- 
full and hearty repentance , in perſeue- 
rance in good life, that we may liue with 


Chyxiſt in euerlaſting io and bliſſe. 
_—_— :* The 
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.YEmperour named Andromicha , the 
which above all things loued Muſicke, 


Mell of ſuch vertne, thvt whoſoener were 
d2unke,, by d2inking the water thereof 
chould incontinently become frech againe , 
„ (ond be deliuered from all kinde ofdizines, 
There was alſo dwelling in the Empe⸗ 
g, rours Court a Knight named Fdronic, 
e wome the Cmpero2 loued much, but oft- 


1. times he would be d2unke , which vice the 


3, Emperour bated aboue all things. And 
Iwhen this Knight percevued himkelke 

drzunke then would hee goes to the well and 

dinke of that water and lo refreſh him 
elfe, ſo that whatſcener the Emperour 
g lis to him bee would anſwer him lo rea- 
., Nlonablp, that no d2unkenefie might bo 
I ſcne in him, and fo2 his witty anſwers 
h bee was greatly beioned of the Emperaur 
5 


Neucrtheleſſe his kellowe iovghttod2aw + 


the Emperours loue from him. 

5 It foztunsd on a dap that this Empe⸗ 

. Irour went to the Fozeeſt where hee heard 
a Nightingale ſing right pleaſantly : of - 
lentimes after bee would riſe early in — 


Ometime in Rome dwelt a migheie 


This Cmperonr had within his Caſtle a 


—— 2 een nem 


| Ntghtin 
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mozming, and ſometime from his meste 


and walk into the wood to heare her [wert 
ſong : Wherefo2ze many of his men laid 
among themſelves: Dur Lord delfghteth 
lo much in the Nightingals ſong, that hee 
reckoneth nothing one p2ofit , infomuch 
that through two things his lane is with⸗ 
>:awne from vs, that is bp, by Ydrony the 
night, and by the (wet ſong of the Night 
tingale. Then laid an olde Bnight that 
was among them: Sirs quoth her if pon 
will kellow my counſeil, 4 ſhall deliner 
pou of the night Yeronie, and of the 
le without hurt 93 death. When 
they ſware and ſaid, whatſoever pon ad- 
nile vs to doe; we ſhal ſtraight way fulfill 


it withall dur hearts. When this Knight 
heard this, within a while after he chanced 


ts eſpye this Knight Ydronie d2uncke , 
Sherefore he locked faſt the well, lo when 
thts Bnight Vdrome came to refreſh him- 
ſelte he found the Mell faſf locked. 


Now the CTmperour had a great buſt- 


nelle to treate of, wherefa2e in haſt he ſent 
fo this Krifght,” becanſe of his great wil⸗ 
dome to bane bis counſell. And when 
he came befoze the Emperonr, he was ſo 
Junk that he could not mone his fongue, 


neſthor bad wit, Lenſon 103 underſtan ding 
to 


pL 


Ni. nan, 


nz ang gay. , e oo. pam pa 


3 


G ell Rominoru: 


ft o anſwer the Emperonr ta bis matter; 


Wut when the Emperour ſaw this, bee 
was greatly vcred, foz afmuch ati hated 


that from that dayfo2ward he ſhould noe 
moꝛe be ſcene within his land vpon paint 
ofdeath. 

This hearing his foes they retopced, 
and laid vnto the olde night: Now wee 
be delivered of this Knight Yarome, 
there is noe moꝛe to doe, but that wee may 


he Nightingale, in which the Cmperovr de- 
en lighted much. 

d- Eben ſaid the olde Knight , pour eares 
al Hail heare , and your epes ſhall ſ& this 
bt Nightingale ſhall be deſtroped ſhoꝛtlp. 


ed] Pot long after, this old Knight efpyed 


g, if that the Nightingale vſed to fit vpon a 


en tre euen aboue the fozeſaid Well, whers⸗ 
n- es her mate came and conpled with her, 


F vcuertheleſſe in the abſence of her Pate, 
li- che toke oftentimes another Mate t cou- 
nt | pled with him: When te had thus done, 
i | then would ſhe deſcend to the Well fo bath 
en ber ſelfe ,\ that when her Make came her 
o || (honld fele no ſauoz noꝛ euill ſent of that 
e, | Hchad done. When the Knight had ſcene 
1g this ane a time he locked the well, — 

L the 


that Vice : wherefoze he commanbed anon 


er nde a wap fo bee deliuered alſoof the 
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to bathe her lelfe, after the coupling with 
the other Mate, ſhee found the Well cloſed, 


and mourned ſoze in her manner, and left 


her ſong. Then came ber Mate and ſaw 
that ſhe had done againſt her nature, hee 


returned againe, and in ſhoꝛt time b2ought 
a great multitude of Pightingales which 
llew his Mate, and tare her all in pieces. 


wap, andthe Nightingale flaine, and the 
Emperour put trom his pleaſute, and dil- 
appointed of the great comfo2t hee was 


wont to haue. 


The Morall. . 
Deare Friends, this Emperonr beto- 
keneth our Lozd Jeſus Chriſt, which lo- 


neth greatly the Song of deuotion, foz 
when wee pzay wee ſpeake vnto God, and. 


when we reade God ſpeaketh bnto vs. 
Ihe Welt that was in the Ballace beto- 
keneth acknowiledging of our ſins to God. 
There koze ik anp be dzunke with ſinne, let 
him dzinke of the ell of acknowledging 
of his ſinnes, and without doubt hee ſhall 
be ſ{afe. This 1oronic betokeneth euery. 


man bat Wilfullp returneth againe to ſin 


akter 


the Pighlingale would bane deſcendeh 


wherefoze wee flew vp into the tre againe 


And thus was the wiſe Knight put a- 


Geſta Romanorum. 


d Ber his acknowledging ſinne, like as toe 
Dog that maketh a vomit and caſteth bp 
the meate that he hath eaten vefoze , and 
Jaiterward when he is hungry , commeth 
it and eateth it againe. Nenertbelefſe, if 4 
Iman that hath thus ſinned , will dzinke of 
Ithe Well of acknowledging his ſinne, he 
ſhall receine his ghoſtly ſtrength. The 
Aightingale that ſat on the tree, betokens 
the loule that itteth on the tree of holp do- 
Ictrine. And her long befokeneth the Soule 
TC that ſitteth on thetree in denout papers 
„Ito God But this ſonle doth commit enill 
S Wis oft as ſhe conſenteth to ſinne. Neuer- 
theleſe,ffſhe run fo the Yell of acknew- 
ledging of Cane, and bath her with the Wa- 
ter of contrition, God ſhall lene her. 
But her foes, that is, the ſtends of hell, 
” Wiecing this that God is mercifull , they 
Kop the well of acknowledgement! of fin, 
N Fthat is, they would withdzaw vs from 
»oatifull acknowledgement, and from due 
Ireconciliation of our ſelues beiwene bs 
and God, and betwene vs and man, with- 
t Fout chame and bzead of repentance, not 
d to declare our ſinnes. And thus thzough 
the temptations of the Diuell our aduer⸗ 
„ larp, many haue bene exiled and put to 
Peath euerlaſtinglp. And therefoze Kudie 
we 


we ko bathe our ſoules in this life in the 


vs all. Amen. 
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well of acknowledgment of ſinnes, with 
the Water of contritton, and then we ſhall 
bee ſure in the woꝛld fo come to haue top 
ene laſliig. Unto the Which God baing 


The Argument. | 

The Soule of every good Chriſtian man 
ought ro prepare armed vertues for x ky 
withftandthe ſſaults ot che Diuel. 
are heere put in minde of ou: — a 
from death by che precious bloud- ſned i: 
of 7eſus Chriſt; which is a terrour to all; 
the Dcuils in hell, if we continue in faihf 
and beleeuc inh. m, the bulwarke of our - 
ſaluation. | 
ſ 

J 

0 

t 


| The 21. Hiſtor ie. 

DOmetime there dwelt in Nome 9 
mightie Euperour named Hermes, 
which had a mighty ſtrong City exceeding 
Trongly walled about, and ea Bell hang- 
ing in the midſt of the (aſd Cifp, & when- 
ſoener the Emperenr went to any battel 
without the cttie this bell was ener rung, 
bot there did no man ring the Bell, bnta 
UMirgin. Mithin ſhozt tine after it befecll 


that Dzagons, Serpents. and allo ma-! 
ata h und 5 
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tel; other venemons Beaſts impoyſoned 
114] mach people, ſo that the Citie was al- 
Ball moſt deſtroped: whereſoze the Dates 
toy of the Citie went with one alſent to the 
ing C mperour, and ſaid:Lo2d, what ſhall wer 


doe: Loe, our people, our goods, and our. 


Citie is almoſt deſtroped, and pon and we 
be in perill to periſh, thꝛough theſe cruell 
beaſts that conſume vs, therefoꝛe take wk 


ſzid the Empersur, what thinke pon is 


„ces beſt to bee done in this matter, aus how 


may we be beſt defended 2 Then anſwered 


my cauuſell , and dse thereafter, and you 
ſhall not repent if. Pot haue iu pour Pal= 
late a Lyon , and ſet bp a pece of timbes 
ſoz the purpoſe, aud thereunto let the 
yon be napled and made faſt, and when 
other venemous beaſts ſe him thus blies 
they will be afratd . and fazſake our Citie, 
and wee ſhall be in fafery. Then ſaid the 
ng · Cmperonr,tit pleaſeth me wel that he be ſo 
en. bled, thereby to ſane pow. Then they 


tell tooke the Lyon and vbſed him in like mag. 


ng, ner afo2eſaid , which when the other 
ita beaſts ſaw , they fled away-fo2 feare, and 
ell] never moze afterwards durſt they come 
- (hither, 


cd counſell, oz elle we are bndone. Then 


gane of the wiſeſt and ſaid : My Lo2d heare 


The 
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/ The Moral 

Dearte friends this Cmperonr befoketi: 
eth the Father of Heauen, the Citie wel! 
walled , with her Boll in the mioſt beto- 
keneth the Soule., walled about with ver- 
tnes. The Bell betokenetha cleane Con- 
ſcjence that warmeth a man fo Battell 
when hee ſhould fight againſt the Denill 
that he might arme himkelſe bekoze with 
bertues. Toe Mirgin, that ſhould alwapes 
ring this Bell is Reaſon, which as a Uir- 
gin inclineth vnto all rightfnll cleanneſſe, 
The venemous Dꝛagon that beareth the 


fire, betokeneth the fleſh of man, which 


beareth the fire of Conetonſnefſe, which 
burnt Adam our foze-father, when he cat 
of the fozbidden Apple. The venemons 
Beaſts that poyſoned the men, betakeneth 
the fiends of hell, which fo2 the moſt part 
haue deſtroped all mankinde. The ſtates 
of the City betoken the Patriarkes and 
P2ophets, which belonght God of coun- 
ſeil and remedy, that mankinde might be 
laued, and anon it was counſelled koz the 


ou remedp that a Lyon( that is) Chziſt, 


ould be nayled — = Crone „ accoz- 


people, 


e amp pn ©, wg Ga coocs www ew c:.w. 
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people, leaſt all fleſh ſhould periſh. Then 
twke thep Chzift, and hung him en the 


Coe ko: the which the Deuill dzeadeth 
u Chriſtian people, & vares not come nigg 
toe them. And thus by the grace of Gov, 
hꝛiſtian men ſhalt come (0 enerialting 


bliſle. Unto the which bzing vs the Lamb 
of Gad, which ſhed his pzecious bignd (oz 


The Argument. 
Here is fignified therhraldome of man vn- 
to Sathan by ſinne, till: Chriſt the Sonne 
of God defcended, with the power of the 
holy Ghoſt, to fee him at libertie, and 
put him in poſſeſſion of the pallace of 
cuerlaſting felieitie. Pp 


The 30. Hiſtorie, 
0 Dmetime in Rome dwelt a mightis 
Emperoz and a mercifull, named Me- 
nclay, who 63dained (ach a law that what 
nocenf perſon were taken and pat in pꝛi- 
{on , ik he might eſcape g came to the Em⸗ 
perozs pallace, he would be there ſafe from 


iſt, all manner accuſations againft him in his 


like time. It was not long after, but it be- 
(ell that a Knight was accuſed , wherefozs 
he was taken and put in a ſtrong e darke 
| pzilon 


light ſhone in, that lighted him to eate ſuch 


pol the bictuall that God ſent bim. It bee! 


korth from his boſome, and tarrped from 
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pꝛiſon where he lap long time, and had ng 
light but at a little window, whereat ſcant 


fimple meate as was bought him by his ! 
keper:wherefo:c he mourned greatiy, and Ui 
made ſozrow that hee was thus faſt ſhut NY 
by from the ſight of men. Neuerkheleſſe Yb 
When the keper was gone, thers came ti 
daily a Nightingale in at the window, and it 
ſung fall ſwertlp, by whoſe ſong this wo- Ip. 
full Kntght oft —— was fed with iop, a 
t When this bird ceaſed off her ſogng then 
would Gee flte into the Bnights boſome, 
and there this Rnight fed her many a day 


aſter bpon a dap, that the Knight was 
greatly deſolate sf comfozt. Meuerthelelle 
the bird that (ate in his boſome , fed bpo 
kernels of nuts, and thus bee ſaid to the 
Bird: Swert Wird A haue ſuſtained the 
manp a dap, what wilt than giue me now 
in my dekot ation to comfo2t me? remem - 
ber thy ſelfe well how that thon art the 
creature of God, and ſoam Jalſo, and 
8 helpe mee now in this my great 
nie de. 

Mhen the Bird heard this, che flew 


him ther dapes, but the third day ſhe cant 
again 


.t ere he forind ſuccour againſt the Law. 
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znaine and b:onght in her month a p283: 
cions ſtone , and laid it in the Knights bo» 
ſome. And when ſhehad ſo done, thee fooke 
her flight, and flew from him againe. The 
night marueiled at the ſfone, and at the 
Bird, and fo2thwith her tooke the foris in 
his hand, and touched hisgpnes + fetters 
therewith;and pꝛeſently they fell off. And 
then he arofe and touched the dwzes of the 
pziſon, and they opened, and ſo he eſcaped 
and ran faſt to the Emperoars Wallace. | 
When the keper of the pꝛiſon perceined 
this, hee blew his hozne thꝛiee, and raiſed 
bp all the folke oftye City, and led them 
foꝛth, crying with an high voyce : Loe the 
thefe is gone, follow we him all. And with 
that he ran befoze all his fellowes toward 
the Knight ; and when he came nighhim, 
lhe Knight bent bis baw, eEſhokan arrow 
vherwith he ſmote the keeper inthe lungs 
and ſle w him, and then ran to the Pallace, 


14 Fhe Meral. 
Deare friends this Emperoz betoken⸗ 
th ourLo2d Jeſus Eyriſt, who ord — 


law, that what innocent, that is, f 
erlon impꝛiſ 


oned w2ongfully , 1 
ſcape n of his bea - 


venly 


„ 
55 


true amendement ok like, ſhoald finde per · 


againe chou Priſoner, that is, turne againe 


holy Scr ipture ſaving: /am a ſtone. 


las 6 Chalt, by acknowledging our inne in 


| The Hiſtorie of 
aenlphabitation th2zongh repentance and 


petuali ſuccour and helpe. This Kntght be- Þ| 
tokeneth-enerp one that is innocent, and 
accuſed by enuy oz malice vniuſtly, taking 
griefe foꝛ his pꝛeſent eſtate. The ke per ot 
this pꝛiſon betokeneth the Deuill, that kee · f 
peth ſutha man hard bound by ſinne, and 
ferneth him with riches and delights of 
this tranſitozp ws21ld , that hee (hound not 
eſcape from danger. 
The Bird that ſingeth ſo ſweetly , befo- 

keneth the vapce of Heauen, that ſaith to 
the opp2eſſed': Turne againe, now. turne 


thou oppꝛeſſed, and J hall reccine thee to 
grace. Fo2 when mankinde was in th2al- 
dome to Sathan in the pꝛiſon of hell, then 
came there a bird, that is the God- head, 
bearing with him a fone , that betokens 
dur Lo2d Jeſus Chziſt, accozding to the 


The ſoule of Ch2ilt deſcended with the 
God head, & bzooght with him all man- 
kinde ont of the p2iſon ot hel l, therefoze i 
any of bs be in the pziſon of we2lblp op- 
pꝛeſſion, touch we sur fins with the fon? 
that is, wich the vertoe of our Lo3d Je- 


 Falthfall 


andfallfrom bs and the — — 


Geſtà Romanorum. 
faithfull Prayer, and by true contrition, 
and then without doubt the chaines four 
oppieſſion, with the lone, ſhell be bzaken 


ob⸗ 
Pallace of 


ly grace ſhall be opened, and we ſhall 
taine help and lutcsur in the 
the heanenlp habitation. | 

And ifthe keper ofthe pꝛiſon, that is, 
the denlll, ( which is the blower of the hozns 
of pꝛide. lechery, oꝛ couetouſneſſe) ſtir invs 
any (fas, then turne we againe towards 
him manfally. « (not at bim the arrow of 
conſtant faith in Jeſus Chꝛiſt, by true and 
vnfatned repentance, and withont doubt 


be (aliflie from vs: and then hy the grace 


of Amighty God, we map obtaine the pal- 
laceofheauenly bliſſe where we ſhali be 
hold the King sf all glozy. Unto the hich 
bzing vs our Loꝛd Jeſus Chꝛiſt. Amen. 


Tbe Argument. | 

A poore man exalted to dignity , is here ad- 
moniſhed not to be vnthanketull, and to 
render euill tor good: but euen to the 
moſtſimple ones to he gratefull for any 
benefit, elſe ſutely God that giues thee 
this promotion, will make che brutiſh 
creatures of the earth thy enemies, and 
dcpoſs thee from thy dignity, and — 
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that hath helped thee , bee hee neuer ſo 
baſe, may in the end haue better fauour 
with od and man then thy ſelſez where 
fore bee warned of — by this 
example. ard know Py ſc}fe , thy God 
and thy friend. 


The ag Hiſtorie. 
Ometime there dwelt in Rome a 
mighty Emperour named Ebolides, 
At koꝛtuned on a dap that this Emperour, 
walked info a great Fozreſt to take his 
pleaſure, where-heemet ſodainelp with a 
peoze man, and ſo ſoone as this Emperovr 
law him, hee was greatly mooned with 
mercy and ſaid: Good friend, whence art 
thoue My ſoueraigne Lo2d , quoth bee, J 
am pour ſubiect boꝛne in pour Land, and 
am now in great pouertp. Then laid the 
Emperour : Tf J knew that thou wert 
true in euerp thing J would pꝛomote thee 
to great riches, therefoze tell me, what is 
thy name 
My Lo2d, quoth be, J am called Lentu- 
lus, and A pꝛomiſe pou to doe pou true ſer- 
uice and if J doe other miſe, 4 ſubmit my 
ſelfe vnto all manner of puniſhment that 
pou can put me to. When the Emperour 
beard this, he pzomoted him men, 
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by any manner of meanes, wherefoze hee 
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lo great riches, and ſhoztly after he made 
him aKnight, and Steward of his Land. 
And when he was thus exalted to hono?, 
he waxed very pꝛond, inſomuch that he de- 
ſpiſed both his ſupcriours and inferionrs : 

Not long after this Steward rode bp a fo2- 
reſt where he met with the Foſter r char- 
ged him that he ſhould make an hundzed 
pits in the ground, E couer them ouer with 
creene graffe and [mall bonghes, that if 
wild beaſts foztuned fo gee to the Foꝛreſf 
that wap, they might fall in, and ſo being 
taken be bzought to the Emperour. The 
Foſter anſwered e ſaid : Sir,as pdu haue 
ſaid it ſhall be done. Not long after it foz- 
tuned that this Stetoard rode to this Fo2- 
reſt againe to ſee if theſe pits were made, 
and as he rode, he hethought himſelfe how 
wealthy a man, and how mightie in power 
be was made, and how molt men in the 

Empire obeyed him and were at his com- 
mand. As he rode thus thinking, her la d to 
himſelſe: There is nee God ſane only J. 
and with that he [mote his bozſe with the 
lpurs, and ſos ainel he fell into one of thi 
depe Pits that he himſelfe had ozdained 
befoze foz the wilde beaſts, & fozthe great 

19 thereof her could not riſeagaine 
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languiſhed in great perpleritte:s ſraight- 
wap after him camea fizrce Ly8n,and fell 
intotheſame pit, after the Lpon an Ape, 
and after the Apen Serpent. When. the 
Strward was tdus belet with thele beaſts 
he was excedingly afraid. 

Then was at that time dwell ing in 
that City a pooze man named Guy, that 
had no riches ſaue onelp an Aſſe, whereon 
dailyhit carried ſtickes and wood that fell 
fram tres, and ſuch as he tould get in the 
foxreft, and thoſe hebzought fo the market, 
and (clo them: and in this wiſe ſuſtained 
dimſelte and bis wife as long as he might. 

It foꝛtuned that this pooze Guy went to 
the Fozzeſt as he was wont, e as he came 
by a depe pit. he heard a man cry and ſap, 
© deare fricnd, what art thon? foz Gods 
ſake helpe met, and A ſhall recompence thee 


lo wel, that tton ſhalt euer after ve the bets 


ter, 'UWhen this pooze Guy heard that it 
was the vopce of a man ha maruelled 
greatly, and food ſkill on the pits bꝛinke, 
and faid: Koe, good friend J am come, why 
haſt thou calle d mee? Then ſafd the Knight, 
Rere friend, Jam Steward of all the 
Empereurs Land, and thus bp fo2tune 
JF am fallen into the pie, and here be with 
4 14:70 620950 that is, * an an 
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and. an hozrible Sezpent, which J fears. 
molt ef all and J wot not of which afthem 
J ſhall be denoured : therefo2e A p2ap ther 
get a longRope, wherewith thou mailt 
dzaw me out of this derpe pit, and A will 
make thee rich fo2 ener hereafter + fo2if J 
haue not helpe the rather, A ſhall bedenon- 
red of thefe cruell beaſts. 

Then laid this peoze Guy, Imap full 
ill at this time intend. to helpe ther. "Foz 
J haue nothing to line on, but that Jga- 
ther wood, and carry it tothe market to ſel, 
wherewith Jam ſuſtained. Nenerthelele 
J will leave mp purpoſedlabanr,and ful- - 
fill thy will and if thou reward me nok, 
it will be great bindrante to me, and fo 
my pooꝛze wife. Then the Steward mads 
a great oath and ſaid, J will pꝛomote thee 
aͤnd all thine to great wealth. Then ſaid 
Guy, if pon will perfoꝛme pour pꝛomiſe, 1 
ſhall doe what pon commaund mk. And 
with that hee went againe to the Citie and 
bonght there a long rope, and came tothe 
pit againe, and ſaid: 

Sir Steward, lochere Ylet downe a 
rope to the, binde thy lelfe about the mid- 
die 'tderewith, that J way pul the bp. 
Then was the Steward glad, and ſaid: 
Good friend let downe the rope: and with 
R 4 8 that 
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that be call the end of the rope downe in. 
to the pit. And when the Lyon ſaw it, her 
taught the rope and held it faff, and Cuy 
diem by the Lion, werning in himlelle bee 
had dꝛawne bp the Steward: aud when 
be had ſo done, the Lyon thankeb him in 
bis manner and ranne fo the wood. The 
ſecond time that'Guy let downe the rope, 
the Ape leapt to it, and caught it faſt, and 
when be was dzawn vp, he thanked Guyin 
bis manner, and ran to the wood. The 
third time he let downe the rope, he dꝛew 
bp the ſerpent, which thanked him & went 
to the wood. Then the feward cried with 
an high vopce: O deare friend,now J am 
— of theſe thre ranenons Beaſfs, 
let downe the rope to me that J mapcome 
bp, Then this pooze Guy let downe the 
rope, e the Steward bound himſelfe fall 


about the middle, and Guy dzew him bp. 


And when hee was thus holpe out of the 
pit, he ſaid to Guy as followeth. 

Come to me to moꝛrow to the Pallate, 
and then J will reward thee. Then pooze 
Guy reiopced thereat. 4 went home with- 
ont any reward. Then his wife demaun- 


ded of him. why her gathered no wood 


— whereby they might liue that 'Dap. Then 


told bi her of the event as it vekell, 0 
2 e 
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che Steward fel! into a pit.( and alſo the 


Lpon, the Ape, and the Serpent)tbot her 
had made in the ſaid Foꝛreſt, and hols her 


had holpen him ont with a rope and ſauer 


him from being deuourtd of the thꝛer ve- 
ne mous beaſts: x that he ſhonld goe to the 


ſteward, and fetch his reward on the moz- - 


robo. UUhen his wife heard this the reiop⸗ 
ced greatly,and ſapd:if it ſhall beſo,J pray 
you ariſe to mozrdw at a due houre, and 
goe to the Pallace,qreceine pour reward, 
that we map be comfo2ted thereby. 

So in the moꝛning Guy aroſe and went 
to the Pallace, and knocked at the gate: 
then came the Poꝛteꝛ, and aſked the caule 
bf his knocking. J p2ay the, quoth this 
Guy,goe to the Steward, and ſap fo him 
that here abideth a poꝛe man at the gate 
that ſpake with him yeſterday in the Fo2- 
reſt. The poꝛter went and told the ſtewar d 
ag the poeze man had ſaide. Then ſaide the 
Steward , goe pon againe and tell him 
that he lyeth, fo2 yeſterdap ſpake J with 
no man in the fozreff, and chargehim that 
he goe awap t trouble me no moe. The 


| pozter went fozth and told poze Guy what 
| | the Steward had laid, and charged him to 


goe away. Then was this pore Guy ſoz⸗ 
22 and went home, t when he was 
_: 
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come home, he told his wife how the Ste. 
ward anſwered him. Mis wifecomfo2ted ; 
him in all that he might, and ſaid:goe you 0 
againe and pꝛoue him thꝛite. Then on the - 
mozrow this Guy aroſe and went to the 
Pallace againe, pꝛaping the po2ter to doe , 
dis errand once agsine, to the Steward. 4 
The poztcr anſwered, g ſald gladly would i 
doe the errand , but J feare me ſoze it h 
will be to thy hurt, then went he in & told f 
the ſte ward that this poze man was again 
returned. Mhen the Steward heard that, 
be went out, and all to beate pooze Guy, 
and left him in pert'l of death. hen his 
wie heard this ſhe came with her Alle; 
led him homeas ſhe might, and all that ſhe 
had ſhe ſpent on Surgeons and Phiſitt- 
ans to belpe him. And when bee was per- 
fectly whole, be went to the Foꝛreſt as he 
was wont fo2 to gather ſtickes and (mall 
wood fo2 his lining. Acd as he went in the 
Feꝛreſt he ſaw a Lyon d2ining befo2c him 
ten Aſſes that were laden with rich Jew- 
els, and merchandiſe. This Lyon d2one 
fozch the Alles befoze Guy , which feared 
him ſo:e, ict he ſhould haue deuonred 


him, neuertheleſſe when he beheld the Lp 
on better, he knew well that it was the 


ſame Lyon that be dzew out of the pit. 
_— 4 This 
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This Lyon left not Guy till all the Aſeg 


with the merchandiſe were entred into his 


yard, Ethen the Lyon did him obeyſance, | 


and ran to the wood. 

Then Guy kearched the fardels , and 
found great riches therein, wherefoze her 
made P2oclamation in diners Churches, 
if any man had loft ſuch gods, he ſhould 
have them againe , but there was none 
that challenged them. And when Guy ſam 


this he ſold the goods, & bonght therewith 


bouſe and land and ſo was made rich. 


Peuertheleſſe hee went ta the Fozref, as 


he did befoꝛe. And as he was in the For- 
(cif gathering wood, he [pied the Ape on 


the top of a tr, bzeaking bonghes buſtip 
with her terth and clawes, and thzowirg 
them downe , ſo that in ſhozt time Guy 


had loader his Alle. And when the Ape 


had ſo done, ſhe went her wap, and Guy 
= went home. 


Now Guy on the moxrow went to the 
Foꝛzreſt againe, and as he ſate binding his 


fagots, hee ſaw the Serpent that he dꝛew 


ont of the pit, come toward him bearing in 


ber month a pꝛetious ſtone of thꝛe colours 


which ſhe let fall at Guyes feet, and when 
che had thus done the killed his foot and 


went her way. Then wy tooke bp ehe 
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Stone, and maruelled greatlp of what 
berine it might be: wherefoze he roſe tp, 
and went to a Jeweller named Peter and 
laid: Dꝛatre B2other, J pꝛay thee tell ma 
the bertae of this pꝛecious Stone, and 1 
Wall reward thee foz thy labour. UThen 
this Jeweller had well beheld and. bnder- 
Tood the nature ot the one, he ſaid: God 
friend, ik thou liſt to ſell the tone J ſhall 


giue thee an hundzed markes fo2it, Then. 


ſaid Guy, A will not ſell the ſtone till thou 


tell me truelp the vertues thereof. Then 


ſaid the Jeweller , Wifhont doubt this 
. Stone bath three vertues:the firft vertueß 


is, that whoſoencr beareth this fone a- 
bont him (hall haue top without (ozrow, 


the ſecond vertne is that her ſhall baue be 
plenty without want: the vertne is, 


be (hall haue light without darkeneſle : 
and it hath alſo another vertue, that no 
man may. ſell it but fozaſmnch as it is 
wozth and ik her doe the contrary, the ſtone 
returneth againe to the firſt owner, When 
Guy heard this, hœ was right iopkull, and 
ſaid tohimſelfe, fn a good houre J dzew 
theie beats out of the pit. 

Not long alter it befett that this Guy 
by the bertue of this fone was made pal- 
ang Ante bought great poſſeſſions and 
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ſuings, wherefoze within a while hee was 
4 SEn:de Knight. Jt was not long after but 
Vibe Emperonr had knowledge how Sir 
oy hath a one of ſuch vertne. wherete:e 

e ſent to Sir Guy, commanding him to 
ame to him in all haſte, and ſo he did. And 


the @mperoz ſaid to him: Pp friend, J 
ane heard lap, that ſometime thou wert 


wi ich by the bertne ofa little fone, therefo2e 
© pꝛap the that thou ſell mee that fone: 
Hir Guy anſwered and (aid, that map J 
ot doe, fo2ſo long as J haue that tone, 
{am fare of thz things, that is, of top 
vithont ſozrow plenty withont want and 
light without darkeneſle. When the Em- 
per our heard this, hee had a greater deſire 
to buy the fone then he had befoze, and 
aid to him: Sir Guy, of two things thorn 


fozlake this Empire, and allthy kindzed, 
"Yo; elle ſell me the fone, Then ſaid fir Guy 


the p2opezty of this ſtons, if pou pap not 
oz it as it is woꝛth without doubt it will 


laid, ſarelp A will gine ſufticient, fo2 =o 
alt 


when Sir Guy was come to the Emperoz, 


1 great pouerite, and now ſhon art made 


muſt chuſe ons that is whether thou wilt 


Pp Loꝛd, if it maſt ne ds be thus, be it at 
your will. Nenertheleſſe J (hall fell pon 


come fo me agatne. Zben the @mperonr 
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fhall receaue of mee thercfo2e a thouſany 
pound and ſo it was done. Sir Guy retei. 
ved ihe money and went home. 
On the mo2zrow carelp hee opened the 
coſer, and found the fone , and then he told 
fo the Lady his wife , how hee had found 
in viscotfer the fone which be ſold to the 
Emperour. Then ſaid his wife, good Sir, 
baſte pe vnto the Cnperdur againe , and 
giue him the ſtone, leſt he be diſplealed, and 
through malice repute ſome deceit in bs. 
Then went fo2th Sir Guy againe to the 
ECmperorr, and ſaid to him: Pp Lord, 


peſterdap A ſonld you a fone, which ifit : 


picaſe pon J would faine tee. The Empe⸗ 
rour went fo2 the ſtone to his Treaſurp, 
but found it not, wherefoze he was right 
ſczrowfnll, and came againe and told Wir 
Gay how it was loft, Then ſaid Sir Guy, 
Pp Lozd greine younot :fo2 J told pou 
peſterdap that J might not ſell it except I 


had the value thereof, and peſterdap J re · 


teiued a thouſand pound of pon therefoze, 
and this vapJ found it in my coffer again: 
( therefoze if A had not bzonght the ſtane 
againe , peradnenture pon wonld haue 
che wed me vour heaup conntenance, and 
with that be ſhewed fo2th the fone, where 
at the Crnperont marnelled greatly „ and 


ſaid] 
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nd laid Sir Guy, by the faith that thou oweſt 
ei- to me, tell me how thon comeſt by that 
fone. Then laid fir Guy , by the faith that 
7 owe to you J ſhall tell pon the very truth 
as touching this ſtone. Pour ſteward that 
is pꝛomoted bp of nonght, cauſed many 
depe pits to be made in pour fozreft, and it 
foztuned that he not long after fell into one 
of themhimſelie, & thꝛough tte deepeneſſe 
thereof could not riſe againe. It chanced 
Jalſo the lame dap, that a Lyon,an Ape, & 
bea Serpent ſeil into the pit with him, at 
Ipwhich time J was a verp pooze man, and 
tooke great paines fo2 my liuing, and as I 
Jwalkes info the Foꝛreſt with mine Ae to 
Iga her wood, he crped fo me that Jſhould 
he belp hiin out of the pit, and laue bim from 
eatb, foz there were in the pit with him 
[he benemous beaſts, that is, a Lyon, an 
Ape, and a fonle Serpent, and then hes 
pꝛomiled me by his wozd , to pꝛemote me 
and all mp kind2ed to areatriches. Which 
e,fwhen J heard J was right glad, and let 
downea rope Bnto him, ſuppoſing to haue 
ie dꝛawne him bp, and haled a Lyon, and 
affer that an Ape and after a Serpent, and 
gat the laſt pour Steward. 
The Lyon gane ms ten Ages laden 


with 1 the Ape gaue mer as 
much 


3 
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kednelle J indge ther to be hanged this 
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much wood as mine Alle might beare, and 


3 the ſerpent gaue me this tone that J haue 


fold pon, bat pour Steward beat me and 
wounded mee ſo ſoze foz mp god will, 
that J was boꝛne hame bpon mine Alle. 
hen the Emperour heard this, his 
heart was moned greatly againſt the . 
Steward, wherefoze he examined him of I! 
that falſe dede: but he was dumbe, and ne. 
would not ſpeake, foz ſo much that hee 
could not denp his ingratilude. 
Then (aid the Emperour : O thou 
wꝛetched creature, vntreaſonable beaſts as 
the Lyon, the Ape, e the Serpent, rewar- 
ded him fo2 his god deed,and thou that art 
a reaſonable man haſt almoſt beaten him 
to death that ſaued the, and toketh& out 
of the pit, therefoze foz thy falſhod & wit 


dap on the gallowes and all thy gods and 
lands Jgrant to Sir Guy, snd alſo 103. 
daine that Sir Cuy ſhalloccupp thy place, 
and be my Steward: and ſo it was done, 
When Sir Guy was thos rewarded by the Do: 
Emperour, and made Seward, be was fan 
well beloned of enerp man as long as het a 
lfned, and at the laſt ended his lile withſpen 
bonour in peace. ps 
N J a 
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The Marall. 

{bis Emperonr botokeneth the Fatbet | 
of heanen,the posꝛe man betokeneth enerp 
man that 88 into this Wold, and 
lat thelaff fs pzomoted to greatriches and 
8 Fivozidly honour, as the Plalmiſt ſaſth: 
od liſteth the poore man out of the mire. 

But manp ſuch men nepther know God 
For themſelnes, but cauſe depe pits to be 
made, that is, bnkindnefſe and malice , 
hey oꝛdaine againſt ſimple men, into _> 
vhich pit the Diuell oft cauſeth _ 155 
all, acco2ding ts the Text in Ecclefiaſti- 
us: Who maketh a pit for another man, 

umſelfe fallech therein: which Text was 
ell pꝛoued by Haman , Who tanſed the 
zallowes to be ſet vp foz Mordocheus, but 
pas hanged thereon himſelfe. This Guy 
hat went daily to the Foꝛreſt with his 
Alle to gather wood, betokens every iuſt 
nd godly man, fearing God inthe Foz- 
e, cf} of this wozldt his wood that he ga- 

u. bereth, betokeneth his faith and goon 

N vozkes, which he carrieth vpon his Alle, 
Dumane endeauour, wherewith his ſouls 
Fay top and line inthe tabernacle of hea- 
en. And as the Steward, the Kpon, the 
pe, and the Serpent fel into the pit, right 
a ſinfull man a alleth — pit of — 
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But the Kpon of the Tribe of Juda (that 
is Jeſns Cyziſt) defcended with him as 
oftentimes as the finner hath will to come 
to grace, Therefozt ſaith the Plalmitt, 
7 am wich him in tribulation, This Guy 
d2aweth vp the Lvon , that is, mans 
Soule out of the pit, by the coꝛd of ver, 
tnes. Ye dꝛew vp the Ape allo that is, 
contragy will to reaſon, that hw map o- 
bep to reaſon. Foz of all manner of 
deaſts the Ape is molt like to man, right 
as among all the ſfrengths of the ſoule , 
diſcretion ought to be linke d with reaſon, 
and to obey reaſon. Yee bzew bp alſo a 
Serpent, by which is to bee Underſtood 
repentance , foz two cauſes : fo2 as the 
Serpent beareth in his mouth venome, 
and in his taile a medicine: right lo, re- 
pentance beareth atthe beginning bitter- 
neſle to the doer, pet it is werte and me- 
dicinable bnto the Boule at the end, and 
therekoꝛe euerp iuſt nian ſhould dzaw to 
him the Serpent of repentante. Then a! 
thelaſt he dzew bp the Ste board from the 
pit of ſine \accozdiing vnts Chziſts ſaping 
Jam come not onely co call che righceou: 
but ſinners to repentance. Alſoſt is wait- 
ten, that Seneca, the Philoſopher taught 


an Emperour many lawes and * | 
| on 
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ol truth, and at laſt as this ſteward id, hee 
(aught the death of Scueca. Alſo Chz iſt 
gaue po wer to Judas to wozke miratles, as 
he did to the other Diſciples, ye dhe befrap- 
ed him at laſt: Right lo, now a dayes ma- 
g Inp childzen of Beliall deltght moꝛ e to dae 
„ barme then good, ſpecially to them that 
„would inffruct them perfectly both foz the 
. ſoul and bodp. 
of The Lyon gane to the inſt and nodlp 
ht | 002e man ten Aﬀes laden with marchan- 
„Joie: that is our Lo2d Jeſus Child giues 
u, onto encry righteous man ten Comman- 
dements charged with vertues, by which 
Ihe groweth to the riches of deauen. The 
he Ape alſogathereth him wood as oft as the 
{iſt man wozketh the fruits of faith : foz 
90d neceſſarily is pꝛoũtable foz two ves: 
that is, to make fire, and to build honſes. 
Euen fe char iiſe refopceth God and An- 
gels in heauen, accoꝛding to the Scripture: 
More ioy is among . Angels for one ſinner 
that repenteth, &e. Charity allo raitethj the 
houſe of Peauen: againſt the comming of 
the ſoule. The Serpent alſo gane hima 
lene ol the divers colours, which beto- 
keneth out Lozv Jeſus Ch2ilt , wyom wer 
Itene by Kopentance. Therefoze faith 
Saint 7eroms in his ſecond Table thus: 
* 2 Wes 
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Wee ſhould repent vs after our ſhipwrack. 
That Chill is the Stone may be pꝛoued 
by himſelfe ſaping: ama lining tone, 

Chziſt bath thꝛe colsurs, which betoken 0 
the power of the Father , the wiſdome | - 
of the Sonne and the humility of the ho- 1 
le Ghoſt : Therofoze, who ſo map get this e. 
pꝛecious Tone. ſhall bane the Empire of th 
beanen, toy without ſozrow, plenty with- 
aut want, and light without darkenelle. h. 
Unto which bzing vs our Lozd Jeſus z. 


Chzilt. Amen. - 
The Argument. 2 


By the Natiuity ot Chriſt proceedeth ioy-· Ian 
full gladneſſe to the world and ſaluation hit 
vnto mank inde, Let is man vnthankſull Ig, 
vnto God, contrary to his promiſe made % 
in Baptiſme. Wee are warned in allf,;. 
worldly te mpeſts continually co cleaue 
to Chriſt by Faith and Hope, to conti · Ig 
nue in wel-doing, and to withſtand thefthg 
malice of the Diuell: the Preachers off üg, 
Gods word are fent of God to confound. 
the D iuell by ſound doctrine, and goodſ t. 

life. Life and death is ſet before men; welt: 
oughẽ then to chuſe that life that may beſbeg 
for our cucrlaſtiog comfort, bird 

di 
The fy 
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E | | 
| The 22. Hiſtorie. 


” | C Dmetime dwelt in Rome a mightie 


1. Cmperonr named Anſelme , who had 
e marrped the Rings daughter of lecuſalem, 
Ja fatre Lady and a gracious in the fight of 


9 enerp man, but ſhee was long time with 


of the Emperoꝛ ere ſhee bare htm any chtize , 
}- wherefoze the Nobles of the Empire were 
e. ¶ very ſoꝛrowiłull becanſe their Lo2d had no 
9 heire of his owne body begotten. Till af 
lalt it befell that this Anſelme walked after 
ſupper in an evening, into his garden, and 
Ibethought himſelfe how hee had no heire , 
Ind how the Bing of Ampluy warredon 
nhimcontinnally, foz ſo much as hee had no 
ſon to make defence in his abſence, there 
deſtoze hee was ſozrowfull and went to bis 
ll chamber and flept. Then hee thonght be 
ueſſaw a viſion in his (pe that the moꝛning 
was moꝛe cleare then it was wont tobe, 4 
Ithat the Boone was much paler on the one 
ade then on the other. And after hee ſaw a 
bird of two colours, and bp that bird ft@b 
two beaſts which fed that little bird with 
Weltte ir heat. And after that came many mos 
bellbcaſts , bowing their bꝛeaſts toward ths 
bird, went their wap. Then came there 
diners birds that ſung ſo ſweetly & plea- 
L 3 _— 


90 


od 
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ſantly that the Empersur awaked. Jn the 
mo2niag' earelp this Anſelme remenbzed 
bis viſion; 4 wondzed much what it might 


 Fanifir. wherefoꝛe he called to him his Phi- 
lolophrrs and alſo the States of the Em- 


pire, nd told them his dꝛeame, charging 
them to fcil him the ſfgnification thereof, 
bpon yaine of death, and if they told him 
the true interpꝛetation thereof,he pꝛomiled 
them great reward. Then ſaid thep : deare 
L.92d, fell vs pour dꝛeame, and wee ſhall 
declare bnto pon what'it betokens. Then 
the @mperour told them'from the begin. 
ning to the ending asit is afozeſapde. 
When the Philoſophers heard this, with 
glad cheare they anſwered and ſaid: Sir, 
the viſton' that pon ſawbetokeneth good, 

foz the Empire ſhall be clearer then it is. 
The Mone that is moꝛe pale gn the one 
Ude then on the other, betokeneth the Em; 
p2eſſethat hath loſt part of hercolour, 
thꝛough the conception of a Donne that ſhe 
hath conceined.” The tittle bird betokeneth 
the ſonne that che ſhall beare. - 
beaſts that feꝛde this bird beloken the wiſe 
and rich men of the Empire which ſhall 
obep thy ſonne. Theſe other beaſts that 
bowed their vzealfs to the Bird, betoken 
Many other * that hall doe him 
5 _ 


' The two 
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bomane. The bird that ſang lo wetly to 
9 | (+65 little Bird, betokeneth the Romanes, 
2D who ſhall reiopce and ſing becauſe of his 
birth. Thus is the very interpzetatlon of 
pour D2eamec. — 
When the Emperour heard this, ber 
was right iopfull. Boone after that, the 
Empꝛeſſe trauelled in childe birth, g was 
m deliuered of a faire ſpnne , at whole birth 
ed there was great wonder fall top made. 
de When the Bing of Amplay heard this, 
all he thonght in himſelfe thus: Loe, J haue 
ny warrcd againſt the Emperoꝛ all the apes 
not my life, æ now he hath a ſon, who when 
de. he cometh to foil age, will reuenge the 
w2ongs J haue done against his Father, 
Ir, therfoze it is better that A lend to the Em- 
d, peraur and beſeech him of truce and peace, 
bat bis ſonne map have nothing againſt 
ne ne when he commeth to manhood, When 
m- he had thus ſaide to himſslfe, be w2ote to 
the Empercur, beſ&ching him to haue 
by peace. When the Cmperonr ſaw that the 
hing of Ampluy wote to him mozefoz 
vo {care then foz loue, he poꝛote againe to him, 
that it her would finde good and ſuffitient 
areties to kd pe the peace ⁊ᷣ binde himſelfe, 
at all the dapes of his life to dae him ſeratce 
en and homage, e to giue him yearely a cer- 
. 4 0 tain 
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meſlengezs to the Emperour, ſaping that 


The Hiſtorie of 


 Laintribnfe,be would receine him fo peace 


When the King had read the teno2 of the 
Cmpero2s Letter, he called his Counſel], 
pꝛaping them to giue him connſell how he 
might beſt doe as touching this matter, 
Then ſaid they, It is good that pe obey the 
Emperours will and commandement in 
all things. Foz firſt, in that he deſired of 
vou ſurety fo2 the Peace:to this wee an- 
ſwere thus: Pee haue but one danghfer, 


and the Cmperour one ſon, wherefoze let 
marriage be made betmeene them, e that 


map be a perpetuall Tonenant of Peace. 
Alſo he aſketh homage and tribute which 
it is good to fulfill. Then the King ſent his 


he would fulfill his Beſire in all things, i 
it might pleaſe his highneiſe that his ſonne 
and the Kings daughter might be marzied 
together, All this well plesled the Empe · 
rour, pet he ſent again, ſaping, it his daugh- 
fer were a clean virgin from her birth vn 
to that dap, he would conſent to that mar- 
riage. Then was the Ring right glad, fo; 
his danghter was a cleane virgin. 
Therefoze when the Letters of Coue- 
nant and compact were ſealed, the King 
furniſhed a faire ſhip wherin he might ſend 
his daughter, with many noble Knights, | 
Wadies, 


Ace 
the 
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be 
fer; 
the 
k in 
b of 
an- 
er, 
tet 
Hat 
ce. 
ich 
his 


3,10 


1e- 
ng 
my 
ts, 
4'Þ 


Geſta Romanorum, 


Ladies ,and great riches, bnto the Empe- 
our foz to haue his ſonne in marriage. 
And when they were ſapling in the ſea 
foward Rome, a ſtoꝛme aroſe ſo extꝭ eamip 
and ſo Horribly, that the ſhip bꝛake again 
a Rocke, and they were all dzowned, ſane 
onelp the poung Ladp, which fixt her hope 
and heart ſo greatly on God that hee was 
[aued. And about thꝛe of the clocke the tem- 
peſt cealed, and the Lady dane fozth oner 
the waues in that broken ſip which was 
calt vp againe: but a buge Whale follow - 
ed after ready to d-nonre hoth the ſhip and 
her. Wherefoze this poung Lady when 
night came (mote fize with s ſtone, where - 
with the ſhip was greatiy lighfned , and 
then the Whale durſt not aduenture to- 
ward the ſhip ſoz feare of the light. At the 
Cockecrowtng , this poung Ladp was (o 
wearp of the great tempeſt and trouble of 


the Sea, thatſheflept , and within a little 
while after the fire ſurceaſed g the Whale 
came and denoured the virgin. And when 


the awaked and found her ſelfe ſtwallowed 
bp in the Whalesbelly, ſhe ſmote fire, and 
witha knife wounded the whale in many 
places , and when the Whale felt himſelife 
wounded , accoading to his nafurs,hee be- 
gan to ſwim to Land: 

| | There 
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There ſuas dwelling at that time in « 
toeuntrpncere by, a noble Carle, named 
Pizris, who fo2 his recreation walking on 
the ſea-ſhore,ſawthe Whale comming te- 
wards the land, wherefoze hee turned hom; 
againe, e gathered a great many of men 
and wo men, and came thither againe, and 
fought with the Whale , 4 wonnded him 
very lo ze, and as they ſmote, the Papden 
that was in bis belly crped with an high 
bopce, and ſaid; O gentle friends , haue 
mercy and comraſſion en me, fo2 4 ema 

ings Daughter, and a true birgin from 
the haute of mp birth to this dap, When 
the Earle heard this, he wondꝛed greatip, 
and opening the ſide of the Clhale found 
the poung Lady, and toke her ont. And 
when ſhe was thus deliuered Thee fold him 
fozthwith whoſe Daughter ſhe was, and 
bow ſhe hed loft all her goods inthe Sea, 
and howhe ſhould hane bene marryed 
onto the Emperours ſonne And when the 
Carle heard this he was very glad, and 
comfoꝛted her the moe, and kept her with 
him till ſhe was well refreſhed. And in 
the nieane time he ſent meſſengers to the 
Ewperovr, letting him to know how the 
Kings daughter was ſaved. 

Then was the Emperour right glad of 
der 
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her lakety es comming, and had great com” 
paſſion on her, ſaping: Ah god mapden fo2 
he loue of mp ſon thou haſt ſuffered. much 
woe: neverthe!elſfe if then be wozthy to be 
his wife, fone (hall J p2ove. And when 
he had thus ſaid, he canſed thꝛee befſels to 
be bzought fozth : the firſf was made ef 
pure gold well beſet with pꝛecious ſtones 
without x within full of dead mens bones, 
and therevpon was ingranen this Poſey, 
Who ſo chogſerh mice, ſhall linde that he 
5 6 ſeructh. The ſecond veſſell was made 
m or fine ſiluer, filled with earth e wozmes, 
en and the ſuperſcription was thus: Who ſo 
5 chooſleth mee „ (hall finde his narme 
5 geſſreth. The third beltell was made of 
Lead, fall within of pꝛecious ſtones, and 
10 thereupon was inſculpt this Poſey: Whe 
ſo choòſeth mee, ſhall finde that God hath 
a, diſpeſed for him. Theſe thꝛe beffcls the 
Ve Cmperour ſhewed to the Papden, x ſaid : 
d Tee heare Daughter, theſe be rich veſſels, 
0 if thou chooſe one of theſe wherein is p2cfic 
in to ther and to others, then ſhalt thou haue 
e mp ſonne. And if thon choſe that wherein 
e [is no p2ofit ta the noz any others. toothiy 
| thou halt not marryhim. © 
if When the Paiden heard this, cher life. 
* 55 her hands to God laid. Thou he 
| | af 
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that knoweſt all things , grant mee grate 
this honre ſo to chuſe, that 3 map receine 
ke Emperours ſonne. And with that ſhee 
beheld the firſt veſſell of gold which wag 
ingrauen ropallp. and read the ſuperſcrip- 
tion: Who fo chooſeth mee, &c. (aping 
thus: though this veſell be full p2ecions, 
and made of pure gold, neuertheleſſe 1 
know not what is within, therefoze my 
deare Lo2d, this veſfelt will J not chooſe. 
And then beheld ſheer the ſecond veſſell, 
that was of pure ſi{ner , and read the Bo. 
perſcription: Who ſo choeleth mee hal! 
finde that his nature defireth; Thinking 
thus within her ſelte, ik J chooſe this veſſell 
What is within it J know nof, but well 
I wot there hall Jünde that nature dell ⸗ 
reth and my nature deſlreth the luſt of the 
fleſh, and therefo2e this vellell will A not 
chooſe. f 
When the had ſ&ne thele two veſſels, n 
and had ginen an anſwere as touching t 
them, che beheld the third veſſcil of Lead, I Y 
and read the ſuper ict iption Who ſo choo- || i 
ſech mee, ſhall fin de that God hath diſpo- C 
ſed · Thinking within her leite, this veſſel c 
ts not very rich, noꝛ outwardly pꝛetious, 
vet the ſuperſcriptionſaith, Who ſochoo- 1 
ern mee ſhall inde tha: God hath diſpoſed, x 
and 


E 
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and without doubt God neuer dilpoeth 
any harme, therefozeby the leaus of Gad, 
this beſſell will Ichooſe. 

When the Emperoꝛ heard this, he laid: 
Y faire Maiden open thy veſſel, foz it is 

fall of pꝛecious Cones, and ſe if thou halt 
6, well chooſen oz no: And when this young 
Mad had opened it, ſh& found it full of 
fine geuld and pꝛecious ſtones as the Em- 
perour had told her befoze. Then ſaid the 
1, Emperont: Daughter, becauſe thou halt 
a. I} wiſely choſen thou ſhalt marry my ſonne 
And then be appopnted the wedding day 
ig and they were marryed with great ſolem- 
11} "ity, and with much honour continued ta 
their liues end. 


The Morall. 
f This Emperour betokeneth the father 
of heanen who was long time without a 
 EnaturaliSon, thereſoze many men were 
g in danger of periſhinginhell. The @m- 
pꝛeſle conceined when the Angell Gabriell 
ſaid : Loe, thouſhalt conceiue end beare a 
. | Childe, And then the firmament began to 
cleare when this little childe lightned the 
wozld with his birth. The Poone began 
to ware pale when the face of the Wirgin 
Mary was ouer · had o doe d by dertue ofths 


gracs 
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graceiof the holy Ghoſt, and not onely her 
face was thus ſhadowed but alſo her bo-. 
dy, fo2 ſhe was conceined with Childe as 
another woman, wherefo2c loſeph would 
baue fo:ſaken hez pꝛinilp and gone away. 
This little Bizd that came from the one 
ſide of the Borie, betokeneth our Lo2d Þ tt 
Jeſus Chaiff, who at midnight was bozne In 
of the Ulſrgln Mary, wiapped in cloaths, | 1: 
and laid in an Dre ſtall. The two beaſts I & 
betoken the Dre and the Alle that loſeph b 
brought with him which hononred him in Þ i! 
his birth. Thele other beaſts that came It. 
from farce betolfen the Shepbards in the Þ| * 
ficld , to whom the Angell ſaid thus: Loc, I In 
new you great ioy. The Bird that ſang i 
lo ſweetly betoken the Angell of Heauen, 
which ſung at his birth this ioyfull ſong : 
Glory be to God abouc, and peace to men 
on earth,. ; 
The Bing of Ampluy® 4 which beld war 
againſt the Cmperoz , betokeneth all man- 
kinde , that were contraryto God as long 
as they are in the dinels power. But im- 
mediatelp, when our Lozd Jeſus Chaift 
was boꝛne, he bowed hinifelfe to Gov, and 
beſought him of peace when bee receyned 
his baptiſme , fo: at our baptiſme we p20- 
aller todzaw onely to God, ano . 
e 


— an a a aws r ==, Ku =} 


Oeſta Romanorum!. 


(he dinell andall his pompe. The Bing 


gaue his daughter in marztage tothe Em- 
pero2s ſon. Right lo euer p one of vs eught 
io giue his ſoule in mariage to Gods ſon, 
foz her is alwapes ready fo recetne our 
ſoule as his ſpouſe, according to the Strip- 
tare , ſaying thus: / wilt marry thee te 
mee. But ere our fonle map come to the 
1>allace of heauen, the muſt ſafle by the 
Sea oft e wozld, in the ſhip of god life : 
but oftentimes there riſcth a tempeſt in 
the lea, that is, trouble of this woz!d, the 
temptation of the leth , and the ſuggeſtion 
of the Dincll ariſeth ſodaimp and dzow- 
ncth the vertues that the Sonle receiued 
in Baptiſme , neuertheleiſe pet falleth ſhe 
not ont of the Ship of Charitis , but ke- 
peth her felfe ſurely therein by Faſth and 
Pope. Foz as the Apeffic ſaith, By Hope 
wee be ſaued. Foz it is impoſſible to bee 
ſaned without Pope 62 Faith. The great 
Whale that followed the Papden, beto- 
keneth the Dinell, which by night and by 
dap lpeth in wait to ouercome the Souls 
by lin: therekoze doe we as the Papden 
did, mite wee fice of Charitte 6 Lone ont 
of the Stone, that is, Chill, accozding to 
this ſaping , /am a ſtoue, g certainly the vi- 


fell ſhall bane no Power ouer bs. Panp 
men 
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men begin well, as did the Maide, buf at 
the laſt they be wearie of their god wozks, 
and ſo they flepe in ſinne.And Anon when 
the Dincll perceineth this, her deugursth 
the ſinner in his euill thoughts , delights, 
conſent, and wozkes. Therekoze ifany of 
bs fele our ſelues in ſuch wile bnder the 
power of the Divell „ let him doe as the 
Maiden did,fmite the Diuel with the knife 
of bitter repentance, then kindle the fire of 
Charitie, and without doubt he ſhall caſt 
the on the land of good life, 

The Eariethat came withhis ſernants 
fa ſtap the Whale , betokeneth a diſerckt 


P2eacher, which dwelleth beſide the Sea, 
that is, beſtde the wo2ld, and not in the! 


w62ld, that is, not dzawne to wozldly dele- 
ttation but ever is readp with good Wozds 
of holy Scripture, to kill the Divell, and 


to deſtroy his power. Tce mult all cry} | 


with an high voyce, as the Mapden did, 


knowledging our ſinnes, and then ſhall welpe 


be delinered from the dinell, and nouriſh- 
ed with vertuous exerciſe. 


The Emperour ſhemeth this Maiden 
ther veſſels, that is, God putteth befozeÞ 
man, life and death god and evill, ⁊ which 


of theſe he chooſeth he wall obtaine. Cher 


pee — gan — 


before 


foze ſaith Salomon, Death and life is ſet 
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- | before man, chooſe which him lit; And pet 
3, man is vncertaine whether he will chwſe 
Ti life 02 death. * 

h Wy the firſt veſſcll of Gold full or dead 
g. mens bones, is vnder tod mighty wozld- 
oy rich men, who ſhine like gold ontward- 
he lv in riches and pompe ok the woꝛld, neuer⸗ 
be thelgſſe within they bee full ot dead mens 
fe bones, that is, the wozkes they haue done 
af in this wozld, bee dend in the ſight of God 
il [though deadly ſin. Therefoze if any man 
- choſe (ach alife, hee ſhall haue that hee 
ts Ideſerueth. that is, ſuch men bee like vnta 
t ¶Tombes that bee white and royally pain⸗ 
ed and arrayed without, & couered with 
loath ot goldand filke, but within there is 
othing but d2y bones. By the ſecond veſ- 
el of Gluer, wr ought to vnderſtand ſome 
uſtices, and wiſe men of this wozld. who 
ſhine in faire ſp&chbut within they be full 
f wo2zmes and earth, that is their fayre 
pæch Hall auaile them no moze-at the 
ap of Judgement, then the wozmes ol 
he earth, and peraduenturelefſe, fo2 then 
hall they ſuffer euerlaſt ing paine, if they 
oze ie in deadig nne. By the third vefſell af 
ich Lead full of gold and pꝛecisus ſtones, Wen 
er⸗ re to vaderſfandaſimple and pœꝛe life, 
ſet — 3 at they 


ors 
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map be marryed to our bleſſed Lord Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt by humility and obedience, and 
ſuch men beare with them pꝛecious ſtones 
that is, Faith and her fruitfull woꝛkes, 
pleaſingto God: by which at the Judge⸗ 
ment day, they ber eſpouſed to dur Lozd 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt, and obtained the heritage ol 
heauen. Unto the which bꝛing vs our Sa⸗ 
_ Jeſus Chztlt that died on the Croſſe 

men. | 


The Argument. 


— 


Man by Baptiſme promiſed to liue in the 
feare of God, & forſake the divell.ChriftY,, 
ſorroweth for our ſinnes, he requirethſ 
dutifull ſeruice of vs at ſixe ſeuerall ages nc 
but we are alwayes ynready for him, yell: 
the mercy of God is ſo fauourable toe 

words vs, that hee ſpateth ys euen till thqhin 
laſt age of man, vouchſafingif then weqhin 
repent vs, and call for grace, beleeuing inſh 
his mercies, to re ceiue ys into the Thron; 
of his heauenly grace. Pot. 
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The 33. Hiſtoric? 300 
Omtime there dwelt in Rome a might 
ty Emperour named Calopodus,/whihe 
toke a faire Wadyto his wife. They werdhis 
ant long together befoze that this Emjja 

prey 


Geſta Romanorum? 
pꝛeſſe canteiued and bare him a donne a 
gwdly childe anda faire. Mhen he was of 
SY age, Hee was ſet to Schwle, and when hs 
tame fo twenty peares of age, her deſire? 
e his fathers heritage, ſaying: deare fathet 
20 I you are an old man, and map notgonerne 
of your Empire, therefoze ifit pleaſeyonto 
Wy nueitme, itſhall be to your eaſe. Then 
Ty anſweredthe nee and ſaid: deare 
Donne, J dead me ſoꝛe that when the 
Empire ts in thy power, thou wilt not 
fulfill my will no2 my deſire. 
Then anſwered the Empꝛeſſe ( foz f 
2 as the& loued her ſonne better then 
her huſband) and ſaid: My Loꝛd, that cans 
not bee, foꝛ thou haſt but on g ſonne, theres 
| foe as I belce, hes will fulfill thine in⸗ 
fent in all things:this Empire map helpe 
him well, and therefoꝛe it is belt kogrant 
im the Empire Then anlwered the Em⸗ 
derour and ſaid, J will firſt haue of him a 
on otter obligatory, that whenſdeuer hee 
4 doth any thing again my will, that then 
J will depoſe him from theCmplire withs 
Int any contradiction. | 
The Sonne granted this, and did make 
* . and ſealed it. And when 
his was done, this young, 8 


not 


i 


« 8 > 
© 7 < Ws 
. 82 


noꝛ man, and did very much harme. But 
euer his father ſutfered it pattently, foꝛ he 
would bee cozrected by no man. Pow at] 


ſelke and vegan to haue ne&de, wherefo!e 


The Hiſtorie of 


kaif there fel a gre it dearth in the Empire, 
ſo that many men dped fo2 want of foe: 
This old Empervur was all alone him 


her went to his ſonne fo2 to haue ſome] 
maintenance, which his ſonne granted 
iu affered foꝛ atime. But within ſhozt time 
his father began to ware ſicke, wherets2: 
he called his ſonne and pzayed him fo gu! 
him a dꝛaughtof mutt. Mis ſonne anſwe 
red and ſaid: that will J not doe, fo2 m 
mul is not god foz your complexion. 5 

Then ſaivthe Emperour: I pzayth: 
Sonne giue mee a d2aught of thy wine ; 
Vis ſon anſwered and ſaid, that hee ſhou f 
haue none, fo2 my wine is not yet fine a 
and ik J touch it, it will trouble, x therfo; 
J will nol b 20ach it till it becleare & fine 
Then laid his father, giue mi ſome of 1 
third Tun. That J will not doe, quoth ha 
foz that win? is not good foza ficke ms . 
Then his father payed him heartily fo] be 
dzatight of the fourth Tun. Then anſugT 
red he and ſatd; thereofgetf per none. fo ga 
is feeble and without any ſuſfentation,a — 


ſuch wins is not god foz you, fo2 it is 
1 


| 
| 
4 


Geſta Romanorum. 


comfoztable. Then ſaid his Fathermow 
hel good ſonne giue me then of the fit Tun: 
at That will J not, quoth he, foꝛ that Tun 
re. is full ot lees and dregs, and ſuch is not foꝛ 
de! men no2 ſcarcely foꝛ hogs. Vu hen his Fa⸗ 
m4 ther ſaw he might get nothing olhim, after 
he was perfedly well, he went to the King 14 
of Ieruſalem, and made his complaint of TRE 
edi bis Sonne, and ſhewed him the letter ob- 1 
imd ligatoꝛy which his ſonne had made, wher⸗ "BER 
by his father might put him out of his Em 
A ptre without anpgain⸗ſaping. Whenthe 
King heard this, he called the Empero2s 
ſonne to anſwere his Father: And when 
hee came, he could not an(wer to his Jas 
ther with any reaſon, wherefoꝛe the King 
nel] put him aut ot his Empire, and ſeated his 
father therein againe: and ſo he continued 
all the dayes ol his life. 


The Morall. 
This Emperour betokeneth our Ld2d 
hi Jeſus Ch2ilt : accoꝛding to that ſaying: Is 
ay not he thy father tnat hath brought thee vp 
hee hath made thee & c. Deut. 32. verſe 6. 
The ſonne betokeneth man, to whom her 
to gaue all the Empire ot this wozld accoꝛ - 

ding to the Scripture, Heauen he bath: gi- 
＋ ven tg our Lord, aud earth to man. Bans 
stab P 3 kinds 
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Kinde made an Obligation with our Lozd 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt, when he receiued the Dacras 
ment of Baptiſme, wherein be pꝛomiſed 
to ſerue him truely, and foꝛſake the Dinel, 
and all his pompe and vaine⸗glozp. This 


Emperour began to ware ſicke on a dap, 


that is, our Loꝛd Jeſus Chꝛiſt is troubled 


his Commandements , wherefo2e hee 
chirſts greatly fo2 the helpe of our ſoules,x 
then he asketh a dꝛaught of the firſt Tun, 
that is, he aſks of man the firſt age of child 
Had to bee ſpent in his ſeruite, but incon- 
tinently the wicked Child anſwereth and 
ſaith : 4 map not doe ſo, foꝛ my Childe⸗ 
hond is miſty, that is, it is ſofender and ſo 
poung, that it may not attempt ſo ſone to 
ſerus God, which is manifeffly againſt 
the truth, foz the childe of one day is not 
without finne. Foz S. Gregory in his Di⸗ 
Mogues ſaith, the children of fiue yeares 
of age driue out ſpirits from the boſoms of 
cheir fathers. Then when God ſeth that 
he cannot haue of the muſt of his childhood, 
then deſireth he the wine of the ſecond tun. 
Then anſwereth the wicked pouth & ſaith, 
that his Mine is not apt to ſerue God; 


And when God may not haue of the ſes 


ond Tunne, then aſketh her of the thitd 


as oft as a Chꝛiſtian finneth and bꝛeaketh 


Tunne, 


8 8 PAY * ot ay am mf «Sv, ob Ad Carts wo PEI nnn PL SITE 
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Dunne, that is of the third Dunne of his 


youth. Then anſwered the wicked pgung 
man and ſaith,the wine is very ſtrong and 
mighty, and therefoꝛe his youth ought to 
be ſpent about 2 deds, in this world, 

t not in good life, which would make him 
feeble and weake. ide (&fh that he 
map not haue of this tun, then aſkethheot 
the fourth Tun. Andthen anſWwereth the 
wicked man in his manhood, and ſaith that 
aged men are freble, and map not faſt, noꝛ 


doe anp hard repentance, andif he did he 


ſhould bee the cauſe of his owne death. 

Then alketh our Lo2dof the fift Tun, that 
is of his olde age, when he ſto peth, x map 
not goe without a ſtaffe. But the wicked 
old man excuſeth himſelle, and ſaith, that 
his wine is foo fele to giue ſuch a feeble. 

man, foꝛ if hee ſhould faſt one dap, it were 
time on the mozrow to make his graue. 
And when our Loꝛd ſeth that he may not 
haue the fift tunne, then aſketh hee of the 
ſixt tunne, that is, when a man is blinde 


and may goe fo ſinne no mo2e, yet deſt⸗ 


reth he of ſueh a man dꝛinke, that is, helpe 
ok his ſoule: But the wꝛetched man lping 
in deſpaire, ſaith: Alas, alas, woe fo mee, 
becauſe J ſerued not Almighty God my 


maker and redeemer here in times paſt, 
D ute 


_. 


— 958 

SL & * 
. 
8 


while J was in vouth and in p2oſperity: 
not there is nothing left but onely the les 
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{ 


and d2egsof wꝛetchedneſſe, therfoꝛe what 
Gall it auaile me now to turne toward 
God? But foz ſuch men wer thould la,! 
ment. 

Neuerthelelle Gb is mercifull, that 
though hee might haue no ſeruice of man 
in all his time, pet hee is content to haue 
the lees of his tunne, that is the god will, 
though he map not ſerue him otherwiſe 4 

ſo ſhall his gad will ſtand him in ſtead of 
patient life. For in wy houre the ſinuer 
doth repent bim of his ſinne from the bot- 
tome of his heart, hee ſha! be ſaued ds Eze- 
Kiel witneſſeth. 45t ut there ber many that 
will cine no wine, no2 no otter thing to 
him, wherefoze Sed hall complaine vnto 
the Bing of Icruialem, that is, to the God⸗ 
Head at the iudge ment day, and then as he r 
is God and man, ſhall her giue a ſentence . 


 definitine againſt ſuch men: ſaying, haue Jo 


hungted, and ye gaue mce no meat: I haue b 
beene naked, and yee cloathcd mee not: I By 
haue chirſted, and ye gaue mee no Crinke, It 
Loe, thus ſhal he rehear f e to ther the fruits in 
of thy faith, And when this is done, then ft 
wall luch men be put ta euerlaſting paine, 

wthe iutt man into cuerlalling bliſſe. Ft 
Unto 


Geſta Romanorum. 
3; | {info which, bꝛing vs dur Lozd Ieſus 
es eng 4 


ird | The Argument, 
la, Man being captiued by Sathan, the world 
refuſetk to doe for him, til the God-head 
hat of the heauenly Father bearing an earneſt 
an affe&ionynto him, did efpouſchim, and 
well imbrace him within the boſome of in- 
ul] ward and intire loue, aduenturing what 
N he might to ſet all niankinde at 1} ertie, 
yet grudgeth the world that wee ſhould 
alwaies ſerue our God aud forſake her: 
but to eſchew all ſuch malignit e wee are 
taught in this Hiſtorie. 


The 34 4. Hiftorie. 
nto | N Rome dwelt ſomtime a mighty Em⸗ 
perour named Anthony, vnder whoſe 
he ¶ raigne the rouers of the ſea had taken pri⸗ 
nce ſoner, a mighty mans ſon of another regi⸗ 
aue Non, and bꝛought him to the Emperours 
aue I pꝛi ſon being bound. U hen this yong man 
was thus in pꝛiſon, h incontinent wꝛote 
Ke. to his father fo2 his ranſome, but he would 
neither pay his ranſome, noz ſendhim any 
hing foꝛ fo comfoꝛt him: This wh 
ne, heard, he wept ſoze and would not be com⸗ 
le. Fo2tedfoz the vnkindnenvot his father. 
ita This 
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Jvas moned with pittie,and ſaid: Deare 


him home to his fathers houſe. When his ſer 
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This Emperour had a faire Daughter, 
which viſited every day the pꝛiſoner, and 
comfozted him as much as ſhe might, 
withing him to be merry, To whom the 
ziſoner anſwered and ſaid: How ſhall J 
e merry: 02 how may J iop, thus to lye 
kaſt bound in pꝛiſon from the ſight of man} 
and notwithſtanding this, it grieueth me 
moſt that my father will not pay mp ran⸗ 
ſome. When the Payden heard this, ſhx 


friend, J am ſoꝛrp foꝛ the, and therefo:e 
if thou wilt grant me one thing, J thall de- 
liuer the from thy anguiſh and paine. 
Mhat thing is that quoth hee? That thou 
wilt take mee fo2 thy wife. Then fatd the 
Pꝛiſoner, J p2omiſe vou ſurely to fulfil 
Pour requeſt and deſire, and fo2 the moze 
aſſurance, J plight vou m troth. When 
he had ſo done, ſhoꝛtly after the dam ſel de 
liuered him out of pꝛiſon © fled away with 


h 
father ſaw his ſon e the Maiden together h 
hee aſked the cauſe why hee bꝛought the 
maiden with him? Then ſaid his ſon: Hir N 
this Damſell deliuered me out of Pꝛiſon h 
and therefoze ſhe ſhall be my wife. Then 
ſaid his father, J will not conſent that ſhe; 
Tal bethy wife, ly two reaſonable cape 
ic 


0 


Geſfta Romanorum: 
which J hall fo2thwith thew the: The 


the Emperour ber father might haue had 
tb! fo: thy deliuerance great plenty of riches, 
Aland fo2 as muchas thee was vntrue to her 
lv! Jowne father x true to the, it ſemeth well 
ane that thou ſhouldeſf not truſt long to her: 
meſtoꝛ being kalſe to her ewne father, it is ta 
aye feared ſhe will not be true to another 
herman. The ſecond realon is this: the cauſe 
are why the veliuered thee out of pꝛiſon, was 
oe fneither foꝛ pittie noꝛ foꝛ lone, hut t̃oꝛ cars 
de nau luſt that che had to the; Foz at thy de⸗ 
ne. inerante the made couenant with the to 
bouY:: thy wife, and had of ther thy froth, and 
theſpath accompanied with ther: therefoze ſon 


nig caith he) it is no reaſon that che ſhould be 


028thy wife. 
ven The maiden anſwered fo theſeobſedi- 
de ſeng, and ſaid: as fo2 the firſt reaſon that 


: hou laieſt againſt me ,thatJ Could be vn- 


the 
dir 
(on, 
hen 
the 
ie 
ich 


either hath plenty ol riches, and my ſonnets 
hut pwꝛeie therfoze J hol pe him foꝛ pitty 
t fo2 none other cauſe: and neuertheleſſe 

thou that art his Father wouldeft not pay 
his ranſome, that hee might bee deliuered 
ut of pꝛiſon Loe fo2 this cauſe I haue de- 
linered him therefoze I am kinder fo — 


firſt is this, it is not vnkno wn to the that 


true to my father, that is falſe:ſoʒ my Fas * 


inn 
Lis hl . 
- - 
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then thon that art his owne father and he 
is moꝛe beholding to me then to thee. Unt 
the other reaſon: whereas thou ſapeſt that 
J deliuered him becauſe of carnall luſt: 
anſwere and ſay plainely that it is no 
truth. Fo2 all manner of carnall loue ic 
cauſed of ſtrength oꝛ elſe of beauty, but th; 
ſonne is not ſtrong, foz his immiſonmen 
hath taken away his ſtrength: her is no 
fatre, fo2 by the paine he hath had in pꝛi 
ſon he is bꝛought lowe, # made vnluſtytt 
ſpoꝛt, and there foꝛe pittyonely moued ma 
te deliuer him, and not carnall luſt. 
Theg ſaid the ſon: Deare father, foꝛaſ 
much as J was in peril of death, c w2ot: 
vnto pou to pay my ranſomethat J might 
be deliue red, and von would not helpe me 
but this gentle damſell foꝛ pitty hath (a 
ued me from death, and deliuered me oi! 
of pꝛiſon, therefo2e ſurely ſhe ſhall be m 
wife. Sokozthwith her marryed her wit! 
great honour, and with her ven his . 


The Morall, 
| Deare Friends, this Emperour bet 
keneth the Father of heauen. The young 
man'which was taken with the Pyrate: 
of the Hea, betokens all mankinde whic 
was take with the den, denen 


GeſtaRomanorum? 
al our foꝛefather Adam, and was caſt into the 
pꝛiſon of hell with great ſoꝛrow and pain. 
His father would not ran ſome him, that 
ſt: is, the woꝛld would doe nothing foz him. 
This faire daughter betokeneth the God⸗ 
il head, which came downe from Yeanen ; 
and twke manhod of the virgin Mary and 
ſo made a ghoſtly marriage betweene him 
and man. And vpon this condition hee de⸗ 
liuered mankinde out of the pꝛiſon of hell, 
when hee came from heauen, and fozſoke 
the fellowſhip of Angels foꝛ to dwell with 
vs inthis wꝛetched vale of teares. But 
the Father that betokeneth the Moꝛld, 
grudgeth euer againft him, and would not 
ſuffer that the ſoule of man ſhould become 
the Spouſe of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, but that ſhe 
Gould al way ſerue him, and ſhauldfoꝛſake 

our L02d, | | 
Theret e if wer follow the woꝛld and 
his vanities, certainiꝑ wee ſhall fall into 
the ſnare ofthe diuel. From the which de⸗ 
_ vs our bleſſed Dautour Jeſus Chꝛiſt, 

men. 


The Argument. =o 


It is the otdinance of Godthat no man ſhall 
labour for worldly promotion by coue- 
toulnes and falſhood, nor bydeccit or 


other 
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or other cuillcourſes. Man for his fir( 
tranſgreſſion ſhould haue bin adiudged 
to perpetuall torment in hell, had not ihe 
Sonne of God voluntarily offered him. 
ſelfe to the death, to ſaue mankinde and 
deſtroy Sathan, his enemie, ſo that therby 
hee might pleaſe him in the habitation of 
heauen euer laſtingly- 


The 35. Hiſtorie. 

Ometime in Rome there dwelt a noble 
FEmperonrof great liuelihod, named f 
Alexander, which aboue all vertues loued 
the vertue of Bounty,” wherefoze her 02» F;, 
daineda Law foꝛ great chartfie, that ns fi, 
man vnder paine of death ſhbald turne a ft, 
Platce in his diſh at his meate, but onely I. 
eate the white ſide,and not theblacke, and 
it any man woulo attempt fo doe the con⸗ 

trary he ſhoald ſuffer death without any 

Pardon ; bat pet ere he dyed, he ſhould 10 

aſke thze queſt tons of the Empero2 what J), 
him liſt (except his life) which chonld ber JI. 
granted him: d 
It befell after vpon a day, that there th 
came an Earle and his fonne, of a ſtrange |; 
\Conntrey, to ſpeake with the @mpereur. 0 
And when the Earle was ſet at meat, he þ;; 
bvas ſerved with Ping nd be which | 


— 


. pn... „„ toc 


Geſta Romanorum. 
was hungry, x had an appetite fo his meat 
ed lafter he had eaten the white fide, he turned 
he the blacke ſide, and began to eate thereof; 
whe refoꝛe ſtraight way he was accuſed fg 
nd the Emperour, becauſe her had offended 
by lagainſt the law Then ſaid the Emperoꝛ: 
let him die accoꝛding to the law, without 
any delay. When the Carles ſonne heard 
that his father ſhould die, immediately hi 
fell downe on both his knees befoze the 
Cmperoz, & ſaid: O iy xeuerendLozd, I 
moſt hambly intreat you that J may die 
oz my father, Then ſatd the Emperoz: it 
pleaſethme well, ſo that one dye foz the. 
offence, Then laid the Earles ſon, fith it 
is ſo that J muſt die, Jaſke the benefit of 
the Law,that is, that a map 697 th:& pes 
litions granted ere J dye. The Emperour: 
anſwered and ſaid: Alke what thon k wilt, 
there ſhall no man ſay the nay. 
1> Then laid this nong Knight: Py Lo2d; 
zou haue but one Daughter, the which J 
- deli rs of your Yighneſle, that the maplye 
with me one night befoze J dye. TheEm⸗ 
re Perour granted fo2 fulfilling of the Law, 
re though it were againlt his will. Nener- 
e ſtheleſte this Bnight defloured her nat as 
[hat night + therefoze he greatlp pleaſen 
be Emperoure 
The 


228 


plaice bethought them, e ſaid within them ⸗ 


no man will acknowledge that they ſaw 


The Hiſtorie of 
The ſetond petition is this: Jaſke ai 
thy treaſure, and immediatelpthe Em pe⸗ * 
rour granted, becatiſe her would not be 
called a hꝛeaker ot the law. And when the 
Earles ſon had receined the Empergurs 
treafare, her imparted it both to pose andy et 
rich, by meanes woher eo he obtai ned their a 
good wills. 
My third petitionis this: J aſke my nt 
Loꝛd, that all their eyes may be put out in} to 
continent that ſaw my father eat the black 
ſide of the plaice. Wherfoze the Empero; 
made inquilifion immediately who it wa; 
that ſawthe Earle turne the blacke ſide of 
the plaice. And they that ſaw him turn the * 
1 
ſelues : Jf wer acknowledge that wer ſawſbis 
him doe this treſpalle, then ſhall our eyen Cd 
be put ont, and therefoze it is better that 0 
wee hold vs ſtill. And ſo there was none bin 
found that would accuſe him. tha 
When the Carles ſon ſaw this, he ſaidſ]kin 
to the Emperour: My Lo2d, quoth be, re, 
ſe there is no man accuſeth my Father, the 
therefoze giue mee rightfall * 4 1 
Then ſaid the Emperour : fozaſninch at 


himturne the Plaite, therefoꝛe I will not * 
that thy father ſhall die. Loe 1 oz 
auen 


GeſtaRomanorum: 


{:ued his fathers life, and after the deceaſe 
Joi the Emperour marrped his daughter. 


je Fs The Morall. 

sf Deare friends ttis Emperout betoken⸗ 

di eth the Father of heaven, which ozdafned 

ira Law that no mian chould turne the backe 
ſids of a Plaice, that is, there ſhould no 


:onetouſnes and falhood: The Earle that 
tame fo the Emperour betokeneth Adam, 
onr fozefather , who came but of the land 
of Eden, etnined vp the blacke fide of the 
platte when he cate of the Apple of the 
Itozbidden tre, wherefoze be ſhould haue 
„been condemned to euerlaſting death: but 
his Don, that betckeneth our Lo2d Jeſus 
j Cd2ift : foz he tooke the fleſh of Adam, and 
4 offered himlelke doluntarilp to dye fo2 
iel bim: and the Father of heanen granted 
that he ſhould gos dobpne to die foz man- 
idIkinde, + 
of MNenerthelzeTe befoze be died be aſked 1 
rith:& petitions of his Father of heanen. Fi 
k The firſt was this; that hee might haue 
Aby him his Daughter, whlch betokeneth 
whiz ſoule of man, and b2ing her with bim 
in to the boſome of heauen, actoꝛding to the 
nſ20;ds in Oſee, - ſaying „Iwill wed ker to 


cy ty 
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vs true men, might be put from the light 
ol heanenly grace. 


The Hiſtorie of 
The ſecond petition was this, all the 
Emperours trealure, which betokeneth 
the treaſure of heauen, acco2ding to this 
Sertpture: Like as the Father hath diſpoled 
for me, fo I diſpoſe for you. 
The third petitton was this, that all theit 
epes ſhould be put out, that is that the 
Diuell, and all falſe witnelles which accuſe 


And thus ſaned hee mankinde , and led 0 
him vp with him vato the Pallace of hea- (a 
uen. Unto the which pallgce bꝛing vs ont 
Low Jeſus Amen. 


The Argument, 

The Father of heauen of his meete grace, 
_promotech ſonie poore men, tray ſing 
tliem from the duſt to fir among Prin- 
ces, but they extolling themſelucs with. 
out regard of Gods goodneſſe, they ate 
againe made abie& by him. The diuel 
worketh deceit in hls members againf 
The Godly, Chriſt came downe from 
heauen co miniſter che water of eternal 
life vnto man, and by his death and pal 


ſion to reuiue our ſoules, (which before 
were dead) vnto che firme ſtate of eter] 
| . — ow — ooo — nall 


— „ — vw 


Geſta' Romanorum. 
null felicitie, and to purchaſe our larpiteſte 
with his precious bloud. 


b The 36. Hiſtorie. 

i | NRome there vwelt ſometime a mighty 
l Emperour named Lconicius, who ona 
dap rode to a Fozelt to diſpozt himſeife, 
whereas he met lobainlp with a pooze 
man, to whom he laid thus: Friend, what 
art thon x ; and whence comeſt thou ©. 

Pp Lo2d quoth h, Jam come from 
the nert Citie, and Jam pour man. Then 
(aid the Emperoꝛ thou lee meſt poze, there - 
loꝛe if thou be honeſt and true, J will pꝛo 
mote the to great riches £ honour. Then 
anſwered the pooze man 4 (aid: my Lozd, 
I pꝛomile you faithfully to be true to pou 
Io long as IX line. The Emperour anon 
ge made bim a night, and gaue him great 

Iriches. When he was thus promoted, bes 
wared ſo proud, that he thought himſelle 
„Imoze able to bee an Emperour then his 
Lozd:wherefo:e he made luggeſtion to di- 
ners Lo2ds of that Empire, that he might 
Ibſurpe & take vpon him though ſtrength 
zer them to be Emperour. Mhen the Em- 
i perour heard this, anone he exiled him, and 

all thoſe that were conſenting to him, ſo 


+1 vat they lined abiects in great wzetched- 
A 2 nelle 


re 
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343 The H iſtor ie ot 
nells and ſoꝛrow: and then the Empercur 


#2bainedother menintheir ſtead, and gaut th 
them all the poſſeſſions of thoſe traitozs. [ir 
1 And when the baniſhed men heard that 
Is ffrangers had taken poſſeſſion of their 
F lands and goods, anonthey conſpired a- 
#: Fx gainſt them, and through treaſon requeſte2Uwe 
5 them to a banquet. Aad thep as innocentaſceit 
thinking vpon no ſuch treaſon, came at theſent 
„ day aligned , and were ſerued with fineſthe 
1 poploned meſles, whereby as many asf: d 
"3847 taſted of thoſe diſhes died in continent, Ho 
IMs _ _ When the Emperour heard this, hafte. 

340" was greatly moned,+ aſſembled his conn-{ 
. ſell, to enqnire what was belt to be done 
; fo; this treaſon, and fez their death. Then 
1 ſaid the Emper urs ſonne: my Lozd, 
Wn am pour ſonne, and pon are my Father 
1 and there foze 3 ſhall giue pon good coun 
1 ſell and pꝛofitable to all men. Not ferr$ 
ONE. dence is a little nation, wherein dwellet! 
1 a faire Paiden e a gracious in the ſight a 
84 euerp man, which hath an D2chard where 
a | inis a well, the water whereof is of nc} 
1 vertue, that if it be caſt vpun a dead mar 
185 iraight wap he ſhall line againe and reco 
1 ner his life. Theretoze mp L02d J tha 
1 delcens dnto that Nation , and ſcke tha 
13 Water, they that wers flaine s Peg 
ches t 


Geſta Romanorum. * 
the Banqust, may be reffozed againe fs 
lite. And when the Emperour heard this» 
tbe greatly reiopced and laid thus: Sonne 
rithy connſeil is good. 

And ſtraight way the Emperonrs Son 
went into the ſaid Nation and fell in cons 
teit with the Maiden, in ſo much that hee 
eflenfred into the garden, and aſſailed fo tall 
eithe wafer cf the Mell. And when hee had 
bo done, he made fine deepe trenches in the 
ground, in the which the water ranne till 
At came where the dead men lap burped, 
hereupon when the water touched them, 
hep azoſs from death to life. Then the 
Emperoars Bonne with great top led 
hem vnto his father. And when the Em- 
rperodur ſaw this, he was right iopfull. 
nvhezefoze hee crowned his Sonne with a 
1$.1wrell crowne , in token ok victozy, and 
{Fo he ended his life i in reſt and peace. - 
re The Morall. | 
* Deare kriends, this Cmperonr betoken⸗ 

ch the Father or heanen. The pboze man 
8 hat was pꝛomoted, betckeneth Lucifer, 
abt was exalted of nonght and enth20- 
haped in the Empire of heaven with great 
» $0) and clearneſſe, but th2ough bis pzide 
thþts thonght he might be like vnto Almigh- 
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bvbodp, out ot the which ran both blond ant 


The Hiftorie of 
tie Gad. And not ovely like him, deten | 
then Almightie God: wherefoze the Fa- 6 p 
ther ef heanen exiled him, and all them 2 
that tonſęnted to him, to hell: and in his 
place man was exalted to great top and 
hononr. The Dinell ſeeing this, it much Th 
grieved him, that man ſhonld come to 
fuchglo2y and honour , and bad Adam and 
Eue, to a Banquet, when thep ate of the 
Apple, agsinſt Gods commandement, 
and counſelled them thus, ſaying : In what 


Gods, knowing good & euill. And at this 
curſed banquet they were ſerned with fue 
meſſes that were poploned, that is, thele 
fue Wits were accozded in eating of the 
Apple, whercof man was infected 4 dyed. 
This hearing the @mperours ſan Ch2tl 
Jeſus, moued wieh mercy, he came downe 
from heanen info this wozld g acquainted 
bim ſo well with the bleffed virgin Mary, 
that he found in her the well of man- hoad, 
and contopned it to the God- head, acco:4 
ding to the e Jam the well of life, 
who drinketh of ic ſhall not thirſt. After 
that, he ſuffered to be mad: ffne trenches 
in the ground, that is, fine wounds in his 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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water, whereby all-mankinde was _ 
ram 
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bs our bleſſed Nr Jeſus Oy 
amen. 
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Geſta Romanorum. 


com death to life, and led chem bp into the 


Pallace of heauen. Unto the which bring 


7 


The Argument. | 
The father of heauen extẽdeth his Coole df 
diuers wayes towards frayle man; yer 
he taketh contrariwayes;, lining in (piri: 
tuall fornication for the which being exi- 


led fromthe ſtare of felicitie, he iscom: - | 
peed to lead a miſcrable and painefuli 


life, But being reconciled by the death of 
his Sauiour, hee repolleſſeth the herirage 
of heauenly kelicitie. 1 


| The 33 Hiſta rie. 1 
Ometime in Nome there Waigne 
mighty Emperour named Dunſtanus, 
in whoſe Empire there dwelt a gentle 
night that had too ſonnes One ok his 
fonnes matched himſelfe againſt his Fa- 
thers will-with-acomman Marlot. The 


] knightheartng this, oriled his ſonne from 


him. And when te was thus exiled, he be- 
got on this waman a ſonne: And ſoone at- 
ter that hee waxed ſicke and in penurie , 
wherefoze he (ent meſſengersto his father 
veleching him of his mercy. This mo 
N 4 his 
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The Hiſtorie of 
bis father, de tdoke companion andruth on þ («| 
zim, wherefo2e hee was reclaimed from e: 
baniſhment. And when hee was thus 
b2onght againe to his fathers grace, hee 
gaue his childe which hee had by the com- 
mon woman to his father, who kindelp re. 
ceined him and nouriſhed him as his ſon. 

When tbe other ſonne heard this, her 
ſaid to his father: Father quoth he, it ſe- 
meth to me that thon art out of thy right 
minde, which J will pꝛoue by god reaſon. 
F062 hee is out ok his right minds that re. 
keineth afalſe hepꝛe, and nour iſheth him, 
whoſe father hath endamaged and griened 
him befo2e- Now my bꝛother which begat 
this Thilde, bath done thee great inturie, 
wl 3n he married the common woman, a- 
gatuſt thy wit and commandement there? 
fore me thinkeththat thou art eut of thy 
right minde 

hen anſwered the father and caidebe- 
cauſe thy bꝛother is recenctied'to me thon 
art enuious, and thou art vnkind to thy 
obne bꝛocher, filling to pat him from the 
fellowſhip foꝛ euermoꝛe, butſathly na vn 
Ende man ſhall haue mine heritage except 
hee be reconciled, and yet thon neuer re⸗ 
. conciledft thy ſelfe to him ſoz thy: vnkind⸗ 
neſſo to; thor: mightelt haue Hp I 
elſe 


8 % 


S 


Geſta Raxiavonms? 


(cife to him, but thou wouldeff not ,there- 
foze of my hecitage gettelf thou no part. 


The Morall. 
Deare friends, the father ol the two bꝛe⸗ 
(en betakeneth the Father of Beauen. 
And his two ſonnes betoken the nature 


of Angels, and the nature of man: Foz 
man was married to a common woman 
2: harlot , when he eat of the Apple againft 
the Commaudement of God, wherfoze 
e was exiled by the father ofheauen, and 
put from the iopes of Paradiſe, The ſon 
of ths common women betokeneth man. 
kind. This Knights ſonne , that is Adam 
liued in great miſery , foz after his ſinns 
hee was put from top info this wꝛetched 
balley of teares and weeping , accoꝛding to 
the ſcripture, In the ſweat of thy browes 


thou ſhalt eat thy bread. But after by the 
paſſion of Chziff her was reconciled. But 
the other lanne that betokeneth the diuell, 
was ener bnkinde, and grudged daily a- 
gainſt our reconciling , ſaping that by 
realon of our ſinne wee ought not to come 
onto the heritage of. Heaven. Unto the 
which bzing vs our Tozs Jeſus . 
amen. re 
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The Hiſtoric of 


The Argument. a 
We Auel in euery vocation&c Ving to be. h 
haue our ſelues juſtly, ar dto vſe the poor ff gf 
mon with equities wemutt not iniure the 
rich men. The mighty men arc to bee ho. || gc 
noure d, end not defratided of them dignity fr 
"end eſtate being men ol lincere life: they I in 
that doc conttary to the meaning ot dul i- hi 
full behosfe hexcin, are worthy of euer. 
laſting death. 


T he 3 8 Hiftorie: 

Omtime there dwelt in Rome a migh- 

ty Cmperour named Donatus, which 
did make thy Images of the whtch , one 
held onthis hand ſkraight vnto the people, 
and had on his finger a ring ofgold. The 
ſecond Image had a beard of gold. And 
the third had a Pantle of Purple. Com- 
manding vpon peine of death, that no man 
tHonld take amap off theſe Images the 
ring the beard, noꝛ the mantle. 
It befell attet ward vpon a time, that 
one Dioniſe a Tyꝛant, came into the Tem- 
ple, and toke awap the ring from the firlf 
Image, the beard from the lecend, and the 
mantle from the third. And when hee had 


thus done, bee was foztybith accuſed os 
the 


Geſta Romanorm, 
the Emperour , and bzought befoze him, 


and ſtrictlp examined of that treſpaſſe, why 


he dilpoyled the Images, againlt the Em- 
' pezours commandement. 
c Thep anſwered Dioniſe, and. ſaid as 


- | foiloweth: Pp renerond ond it is lawtull 


to anſwere ſoz my ſelfe : When Jentred 
into the temple , the firlt Image held fo2th 
his hand ſfraight to mee, as Wha would 
lap, J gine thee this ring, and therefeze 4 
toske the ring as the gilt of the Image be- 
ing loath to refnſe ſo gentle an offer. And 


beard , A thought thus with my ſelfe: J 
knew (ſometime the father of this Image, 
which had no beard, and now his Bonne 


1 
| ſonne to haue a beard and the father none: 


and therefoze J tooke ſrom him his beard , 


that he ſhould be like his father. After that 
I when J ſaw the third haning a mantle ot 
gold, J thonght that the mantle of gold 
was not behouefull fo2 him in-winter:foz 
golde is naturalip colde , which might bee 
cauſe of his death and therefoze A tooke it 


rom him betauſe it was tw cold in winter 


f and to hot in ſummer. 
When Dioniſe had ercufedhim by theſe 


reaſons the Empexour anſwered and ſaid 
Thon 
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when J ſaw the ſecond Image hauing a 


hath a beard, which is again reaſon ;.the 
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What ſhould caule tha rather then any 
other man fo diſpoile the Jmages . fozac- 


commanded, and ſo he dyeda ſhamefull 


The Hiſtorie oę 
Thon haff anſwered wickedlp foz thy felfs 


muchas I commanded that no man ſhonld 
take any thing away from them therefoze 
thine owne mouth hath condemned thee. 
Anone the Emperour called to bim one of 
his Sgquires, and charged him fo ſmite off 
his head, and incontinently ihe fooke him, 
and did onto him as the Emperour had 


death. 


The Morall. 
Deare Friends, this Emperour befo- 
kencth Aimightie God, the Father of hea- I} 


ven. The thze Images befokeneth the 


| 
pooze men, the rich men t the mighty men 
of this woztd. The tp:ant Dioniſc betoken- | ; 
eth all offfcers in euerp eftate , lewdly be-} 1 
{ 
: 
| 


haning themſclues , which take awap from 
pcoꝛe men the ring of their fingers, Eſlay 
thus, Imap take that is giuen me. But 
when the peore man hathonght to doe, hee 
muſt needs pat foꝛth his hand to giue whe- 


ther he will oꝛ no it he would pede. They 


fake awop the beard from the rich man, | 

and ſap thus : This man is richer then his j 

father 22465000 take we his line "from 
rom 


Geſta Romanorum, | 


rem him, and make him like his fo2efa- 
s ther. They take alſo the mantle of Gold 
rom the mighty men: when they ſee any 
Iman st honor and good diuing, willing to 
d loꝛrect ſuch open miſdoers, then ſay they 
ethis man is to cold, fo2 hee inclineth no 
. thing to ont opinions, and alſo he is ſo hot 
{Fin power and working againſt vs, there- 
7 oze goe we and take fom him the mantle 
vi might, and ſo thep atcuſe him and put 
him out of his office. But certainly , all 
inch men ſtand in perill of euerlaſting 
death: From the Which lare bs he that 
Hedhis pꝛecious blond fog bs. Amen. 


The Argument. 

Man ought to nouriſh Chriſtin his heart by 
taith and fruits of good life. The reward of 
ſuch as haue care vnto the commande- 
ments and inſtitutions of God. We muſt 
watch leaſt we fall into temptat ion: theie 
things conlidered, we ſhall then by Gods 
gracious good prouidence attaine vnto 


the reward of his heauenly and euer - 
laſtingbliſſe. | 
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The 39. Hiſtotie⸗ | 
Fr dwelt ſometime in Rome a 
A mighty Emper our named 3 
ho 
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houle to; ire and Water, but her could find},, 


The Hitoric of 
who had a fafre young Lady to his Wife, [4 


vpon wham he had begottena faire ſonne, hi 


When the States of the Empire heard 
this, they came vitothe Emperour , andſy; 
beſonght him to haue the keeping of his eh 
ſonne Imme diatelp the Emperour tent a 
Yerald th26aghoat the Cittie, pꝛoclaiming D 
that in whoſe houſe were firſt found fire g 
t water, the good man ofthat houſe ſhould 1 
haue his ſonne in keping , and to nouriſh. of 
And thenthe Empercut made a Pꝛocla- x; 
mation, that whoſoener had his ſonne toe 
kepe ſhoulo nouriſh him cleanty, and feedefs;; 
him with wholeſome meates and dzinkes 
Aud when the Childe came fo age, then{;y 
Gould the keeper be pꝛomoted to great ho- Hal 
noar, wherefoze many men made ready; 
fire and water in hope to haue the childe: po 
But in the night when enery man was a-. 
ſler pe, there came a Tyꝛant named Sulapuus 15 
that quenched the fire and th2ew out theßhee 
water. Meuertheleile among allother theres 
was a man named /onathas that labouredh, 
ſadiligentlp that he hept both day & night Y 
fire and water. be h 
In a mozning earelp the Yerauld af 
the Emperovrs commandement , went, 
thzougb the Citie, and ſought in eneryþ ef 


vey 


nons 


— IS: — 
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„none till he came fo Ionathas houſe, where 
ehe found both fire and water ready, wher⸗ 
dJfoze hee was bꝛought befoze the Emper ez. 
dIwhs delinered him his ſonne accopding to 
is the Pꝛoclamation. 
a] Mhen /onathas had the Emperours 
ig onne, he lev him home vbnto his houſe. 
And ſoor;c after he ſent fo2 Maſons Car- 
dpenfers , and dib make a ſtrong chamber 
b. lot lime and one. And when the chamber 
-was finiſhed, be ſeritfo2 painters to paint 
ioſen the wall in the Chamber ten Images 
depwitz this poſep painted aboue their heads, 
$: Who fo defileth theſe Images hall dye a 
ruell death, And then he cauſeth a papꝛe ol 
gallowes to bed2awne on the dodze, and fi- 
gured a man hanging thereupon with this 
*Ipoſey painted aboue his head:So ſhall he be 
erued t hat nouxiſheth rhe Emperors Sonne 
miſſe. Alſo h cauſed a Chaire of gold to 
bee made and himlſelfe ſitting therein, 
retrowned with acrowne of Gold, with this 
edſaperſcription abone the head: Whoſo nou- 
b. iſherh the Emperours ſon cleanly;,chus! al! 
ebe honoured. 
at When this was done, ottentimes as 
the was aflepe, he was greatly tempted to 
0 efile theſe ten excellent Jmages; but anen 
nh ee read the ſaperſcription abons their - 
nz heads 


J The Hiſtorie of 
beads, and then all the temptation.ceaſery ,; 
And when the Emperours Sonne wagf a. 
enilly kept, then went hee to the gallowegſ |, 
' and read that poſey which was Witter 
, abone his owne head, and fo2 dead there 
| of kept the childe better, and was diltgent 
to giue aftendance on him. i mg 
And wen he beheld the chaire and him. 
ele ſitting therein crowned with acrownſſ;, 
of gold, he was tight tovfull, thinking to 
haue good reward fo2 keping of the Em 
perours ſon. When the Emperour heard 
of this diligent demeanoar about his ſon, 
be (ent fo2 him, and thanking him fo2 his in 
weilkeping and nonriſhing of him, bh; 
after p2omoted him to great Honour andy;,. 
bet 


i{ This Cmperoar betokeneth the ſather ing 
of heauen. The Cmp2edle betokeneth theſch⸗ 
bleed Uirgin Mary, The Emperoursſ en 
ſonne betokeneth our K02d Jeſus Chaill. wh 
The Herauld that was ſent thaonghoulh,, - 
the Citie betokeneth Saint John Baptiſt ant 
who was ſent befo2e our 1 oꝛd fo pꝛeparqq 
the way to him, accoꝛding to the holy ſcrip4],; ; 


| ture: Loe, 7 ſent mine Angel: betore me, 105 
Ce. The States that veliced the Emme fat 
* roms” 


7 


— 


Geſta Romanorum. 
ours ſonne to nourtſh, betonen thePatr{, 
8 arkes and Elꝛophets. which den redgreat⸗ 
E ly! to nouriſh our Lo2d Jeſus Chiit and 
vi ſo to ſœ hirn, but they might net ſ& him, 
e 1102 nouriſh him, fo2 fire and water which ; 
ny chould haue ber ne cau ꝰ of their fightwas 

nat with them perfeulp, 
14 The fire betokeneth the holy Ghott 
whirh had not pet appeared to them, fo2 
they were not waſhed with the water of 
Baptiſme. Alſo pe map vnderſtand by the 
fire perfect Charity, and by the water ttue 
Contrition, which dee now a dapes faple 
lin manp men and therefore they may not 
Ihaue the little Childe Teſts in their 
hearts. 

Tonathas that watched ſo diligently 
betokeneth euery god CThꝛiſtian man, 
which ſtudieth ener to watch in well⸗do⸗ 
ing peelding to God fo2 ſinnersthe fire sf, 
he tharitable repentance, and the water of 
tontrition. But oftentimes the Wpꝛant 
Iwhich betokeneth the Dinclt putteth cut 
the fire of charity from out of mens hearts 
Fand caſteth out the water of Contrition, 
4 that they may not noiriſh the little 
Thilde Jeſas. Therekoze let vs watch as 
o nathas did, that we enter not into temp- 
tation. And call we vit * Maſons, * 


pe 
us 
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is dilcræt Pꝛeachers which can make in 
dur hearts a Chamber of ffone , that is a 
fare Faith and Yope, Then call we to vs 
painters, that is Miniſters of Gods wozr f : 
which can paint in our hearts ten Amages | 
that is the ten Cummandements, which! 
i then kepe and obſerue dailp, without 
doubt thou ſhalt be honouredin heauen, Þ o 
And ik then kepe well theGmperours] 3 
Sonne, thou ſhalt ſit in a Chapꝛe of Gold cl 
crownes with a crowne of Gold. And i ff 
that thounouriſh him not well, withoutY p 
doubt thou ſhalt be in danger of to2mentÞal 
in Hell. From the which pꝛeſerue vs our de 
bleſſed Sauidur Jeſus Amen. th 
itn 
m. 


The Argument. 


The Soule of man eſpouſed vnto Chriſt, the 
fleſh procureth the ſame to ſin. The Chi 10 
ſtian Soul by faich withſtandeth tEprarit go! 
the Redemption of mankinde from ſin &in | 
death. The deceits of vathakfull heart hat 
The ſpirits health the defects of the fleſhſha 

After a pure repentance followeth perpe 7 

tual ioy and felicity both of ſoule&bodfvit 

Pat 

1; J 


The 40. Hiſtorie: 
N Rome dwelt ſomtime a mighttyC 


perournamed Menelay, which had wedgon 
Dy 


( 
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ded the Rings daughter of Hungary, # 
faire Ladyt᷑ agracious in all her wozkes, 
and ſpecially ſhe was merciful. On a time 
as the Emperour lap in his bed, he be⸗ 
thought him that he would goe viſite the 
holy Land. And on the mo2row he called to 
him the Empꝛelle his wife, and his owne 
onely b2other,+ thus he ſaid:Deare Lady, 
J may not, noz will not hide from you 
the pzinities ofmy heart, J purpoſe fo viſit 
i the holy Land, wherefoze J o2daine thee 
uy p2incrpally to be Lady t Gouerneſſe ouer 

Fall my Empire, and al my people: And vn⸗ 
der ther J ozdaine here my bꝛother to ber 
thy ſkeward, foꝛ fo pꝛouide all things that 
map be p2ofitable to my Empire and to 
Imp people. 

thy Then laid the Empꝛeſte: Sith it will 
vio otherwiſe bee, but that nerds then wilt 
1AF2oe fo viſit the Citie of leruſatem,Jlhal be 
n in your abſencs as frue as any turtle thaf 
risJhath loſt her Pate, fo2 as J bel&eue,yes 
leſſſchall not eſcape thence with your life. 
pe The Emperour anone comfozted her 
odffvith fat re wozds,and kiſſed her, and after 
hat foke his leaue of her and of all other, 
nd went foward the Citie of Ieruſalem. 
En And anone after the Emperour was 
pedcne, his bzother became ſo pzouv,that hs 
der D 2 Speer 


I 8734} 


- * wy 
» - 


thieſt men of the Canpire, and ſaid to the 
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vppzefſed poze men, and robbed richmen 
and he did wozſe then this, fe2 daily hg 


I 
ſtirred theckmpꝛelfe to commit ſinne with 
him. But euor ſhe anſwered againe, as an. 
holy and deuout woman and ſaid : J will : 
quoth ſhe nener conſent ts you noꝛz to an 
other as long as my Lo2d liueth. Neuer 
thelefſe this Knight would not leaue witt 
this anſwere, buf euer when he feund her 
alone, h& made his complaint to her ant 
ffirred her by all the wapes that he could 
to finne with him. 

When this Lady ſaw that bee woul! 
not ceaſe fo2 any anſwere, noꝛ would nol h 
amend himſelfe, when che ſawher time 
ſhe called to her th2& oz fonre of the wog. 


thus: It is not vaknowne to you that m 
Lo2d the Emperour oꝛdained me p2inci 1 
pall Gouerns2 of this Empire, and all! 
he oꝛdained his bꝛother to be Steward vn 
der me, and that he ſhould doe nothin⸗ 
wityont my counſell, buf he doth all th 
confrary : foꝛ hee oppꝛeſleth greatly po: 
men, and like wiſe robbeth the rich men 
and pet he would doe moze then this, if hf. 
might haue his intent. wherefoze J co 
mand pou in my Lo2ds name, that yo! 
binde him faſt and caſt him into 15 
e 


Geſta Romanorum. 
Then ſatothey,ſothly he hath done ma⸗ 


rour went, theretoze we be ready foobey 
your commandement but in this matter 
you muſt answer fo2 vs to our Loꝛd the 
Cmperour, Then laid ſhe: dꝛead po not, 
ik mp L829 knew what ha had done as 
well as J, he would put him to the fouleſt 
death that could be thought: Immediatelp 
theſe men laid hands on him # bound him 
faſt with pzon chatnes, and put him in pꝛi⸗ 


the laſt it foꝛtuned there came tidings that 
Jhad obtained great renowne and victoꝛp- 


Je ſaid: IN ould to God my bꝛother might 
not finde me in paiſon: fo2 if her doe, he 
wu enquir the cauſe of my impꝛiſonment 
Un of the Empꝛelle, and ſhe will tell him all 
vnde truth. how A meoyed her to commit 
ind ünne, and ſo fo2 her A ſhall haue no fausur 
313 well, therefoze it ſhall notbeo, Then 
en lent he a meſſenger vnto the Empꝛellſe, 
th pꝛaping her that ſhe would vouchſafe to 
come to the Pꝛiſon dooze, that he might 
y Aſpeake a wo2do2 twoWwithher. 
\ | Ihe mpꝛeſſe came to him and enqui- 


he | O 3 red 


ny euill de des ſince our Lozd the Gmpe⸗ 


ſon, whereas he lay long time after, till at 
the Emperdur was comming home, and 


When the brother heard or his comming. 


of my bꝛother, but loſe my life: this know 
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red of him what he would haue. Me an; ; 
fwered and ſaid : O Lady haue mercy vp- ; 
on me, fozifthe Emperour my b2other || * 
find me in pꝛiſon, then hall J dye with, 

put any renedy. 
Then ſaid the @mp2eſſe : Jf J might 
know that thou wouldeſt be a god man 
and leave thy folly, thou ſhouldeſt finde 
grate. Then did he pꝛamiſe her alluredly tc 
fo be true, and to amend all bis freſpaſſe te 
When he had thus pꝛomiſed, the Em⸗ 
pꝛeſſe deliue red him anone, and made him 
to bee bathed and ſhauen, and apparelled 9 
him wozthily acco2dingto his eſtate: and th 
then ſhe ſaid vnto him thus. Now god b2o- 
ther fake thy Steve and come with mee, 
that we may mete mydozd. Me anſwered 
und ſaid: Lady J am ready ts fulfill your 
will and Commandement in all things. 
And then the Emp2efie took him with her, 
and many other 4nights, æ ſo rode fozth 
to mexte with the Emperour:and as they 
ode together by the way they ſaw where 
a great Hart ran befoze them, wherefo:e th 
enery man with ſuch hounds as they had, 
chaſed him on hozſebacke, ſo that with the 
Empꝛeſſe was left no creature ſaue onely 
the Emperours b2other, who ſ&ing that 
ho man was TY but they two, ”_ 
E 
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he ſaid vnfo the Cmpzelſe: Loe, Lady, 
here is beſide a pꝛiup foꝛeſt. and long it is 
ago that I ſpake ts thee ot loue, came now 
and conſent vato me that J maylye with 
thee. 

Then ſaid the Empꝛelle. Ah fole what 
may this be ? Yeſterday J deliueredthee 
out of p2tſon vpon thy pꝛomiſe, in hope of 
amendement, and now thou art refurne3 
to thy follp againe, wherefoze ſap now 
to thee as J haue laid befo2e , there ſhall 
no man doe ſuch thing with me, ſaue onelp 
mp Loꝛd the Emyerour, which ought of 
bery duty foz to doe. Then ſaid he, if 
thou wilt not conſent to mee, J ſhall hang 


the here vpon a free in this fozref, whers 


no man ſhall finde the, and ſo ſhalt thou 
dye an euill death. The Cmpzeſſeanſwes 
redmekely, and ſaid: Though thou ſmite 
off my head, oꝛ put moe to death with all 
manner ofto2ment, thou ſhalt neuer haue 
me conſent to ſuch a ſinne. 

 Whenhe heard thts, he vnclothed her 
all ſaue her ſmocke, and hanged her vp by 
the haire vpon the tre, and tyed her Steed 
befoze her, + ſo rode fozth to his fellowes, 
and told them that a great hoaſt of men 
met him, and toke the Tmp2eſle away 


from him, and when hee had fold them 
O4 ü _ is, 
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this, they made all great ſozralw. 

It befell on the third dap after, there 

came an Carle to hunt in that foꝛreſt, and 

as he rode beating the buſhes, hee unken⸗ 

nelles a Fore, whom his Hounds follow- 
ed faſt till they came neere the tre where 
the Empꝛeſſe hanged. And when the dogs 
melt the ſauour of her, they left the Fore 
and ranne toward the free as faſt as they 

| could, 

The Earle ſe&ing this, wondꝛed great⸗ 
ly and ſpurring his Yo2ſe, followed them 
fil he came wheras the Empꝛeſſe hanged, 
When the Carle ſaw her thus hanging, he 
maruelled greatly, foꝛ as much as ſhe was 
right faire and beautifull fo b2yold, wher- 
toꝛe hee ſaid vnto her in this männer wite: 
O woman who art thou; and of what 
countrep:and wherefoꝛe hangelk thou here 
in this manner? 

The Empꝛeſſe that was not yet fully 
dead, but at point ready to dye, anlwered 
and ſaid : A am, quoth ſhe a ſtrange wo⸗ 


man, and am come out of a farre countrey, | 


but how J came hither God knobvefh. 
Then anſwered the Earle x ſaid : UWLhoſe 
Yozfe is this that ſtandeth by the bogand 
to this tr? Then anſwered the Lady and 
Faide that it was bers. When the Car le 
* 5 heard 
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heardthis, he ſaw well that her was 

£1 Gentlewoman and came of nohle linage, 
1 wherekoꝛe he was the rather moned with 
pittie, and ſaid vnto her: Dfatre Lavy, 
„thou ſemeſt of gentle bloud, and therekoꝛe 
e J purpoſe to deliuer the from this miſ⸗ 
s chiele, if thou wilt pꝛomiſe to go with mee 
re and nouriſh my faire young daughter and 
teach her at home in myCaſtle. foꝛ haue 
no childe but orely her, and if thou kepe 
her well, thou ſhalt haue a god reward foz 
nl] thy labour. Zhenſaidthe:as far foꝛth as J 
d. can o2 map ſhall fulfill your intent. And 
je | when the had thus pꝛomiſed him, hetoke 
her downe of the tree, and led her home fo 
T, bis Caſtle, and gaue her the keeping of his 
e:] Daughter that he loued ſo much, and ſher 
if was cheriſhed ſo well, that ſhe lay euerp 
re night in the Earles chamber his daugh⸗ 
ter with her: and in the chamber euerp 

ly night there burned a lampe, which hanged 
betwene the Emp2efſes bedr the Carles 
bed. This lady behaued her ſelfe ſs genfly, 
bhas ſhe was beloued of euer p creature. 
There was at that time in the Earles 
houſe a Steward which much loued this 
Empzeſſe, and often ſpake to her of his 
loue. But the anſwered him againe x ſatd: 
Know pe, dare friend foz „ 
that 
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that 4 will neuer lone any man in ſach 


manner wiſe, but onely him whom J am 
greatly bounden to loue by Gods Coms 


mandement. 


Then ſatd the Steward: Thou wilt 
not then conſent vnto me. Sir, quoth ſhe, 
what nede you any moze to aſke ſuch 
things? The vowe that J have made, J 
* ke pe and hold by the grace of 

9D, 

And when the 8 heard this, he 
went his way in great w2ath and anger, 


thinking within himlelke, il J may I (hall 


be reuengedon thee: 

It beiell vpon a night within ſhoꝛt time 
after, that the Carles chambet⸗d ze was 
foꝛgatten t left vnſhut, which the ſteward 
had anone perceined: And when thep were 
all a ſle pe, he went and ſpyed by the light 
of the Lampe, where the Gmpzelle and 
the young mayden lay together, and with 
that he dzew out his knife, — the thꝛoat 
of the Caries daughter, and put the blou⸗ 
dy knife into the Empꝛeſſes hand, the be⸗ 
ing aſlæpe, and nothing knowing therof, 
to the intent that when the Carle awaked 
he ſhould ſe: the knife in her hand, and that 
hee ſhould thinke that ſhee had cut his 


Daughters throat, and ſo the * 


— 
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put to à ſhamefull death foꝛ his miſchie⸗ 
nous deede. And when the Damſell was 


thus flaine, e the bloudy knife in the Em⸗ 
pꝛeſſe hand, the Counteſſe awaked out ot᷑ 


her lle pe, t ſaw by the light of the Lampe 
the bloudp knife in the Empzeſſe hand, 


wherefo2e ſhe was almoſt out of her wits 
and ſaid to the Earle: Dmy Lo2d, bes 
holdin yonder Ladies hand a wonderfull 
thing. 


{ward the Empꝛeſſes bed, and ſaw the 
bloudp knife, as the Countfefſe had ſaid: 
wherfoze he was greatly moued and crped 
to her and ſaid: Awake woman out of 
thyſlepe, what thing is this that I ſee in 
thy hand Then the Empꝛeſſe though 
his cry awakedout of her ſle pe, and in her 
waking the knife fell out of her hand, and 
with that ſh& looked by her, and found the 
Earles daughter dead by her ſide, and all 
the bed be ſpꝛinkled with bloud, wherefo:e 


with an high voyce thee cryed, and ſaid: 


alas, alas, and woe is , my L02ds 
daughter is llaine. 
Then cryed the Connteſſe vnto the 


Carle with a pitious voice, anp ſaid. Dmy 


Lo2d, let this diuelliſh woman be put to 
the foulel death that can bs thought, 


which - 


Anone the Earle awaked and lokes | 
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which thus hath llaine our only childe. 


Then when the Counteſſe had ſaid thus 
to the Earle, hee ſaid to the Empaeſle in 
this wiſe. The high God knoweth that 
thou miſchieuous woman halt laine my 
Daughter with thine owne hands, foz J 
ſawthe bloody knife in thy hand, and there 
foze thou ſhalt dye a ioule death. Then ſaid 
che Earle in this wiſe: O thou woman 


| 
were it not J dꝛead God greatlp, J ſhould | 


cleaue thy body with my ſwoꝛd in two 
parts, fo2 J deliuered the from hanging, 
andnow thou haſt llaine my daughter, ne- 
uertheleſſe foz mee thou ſhalt haue noe 
harme, therefoze goe thy way out of this 
Citie without any delay, foꝛ if J ſinde the 
here after this dap, thou ſhall dye a moſt 
cruell death. 

Then aroſethis wofull Empꝛelle and 


dvidon her cloathes, and after leapt on her 


Palfray and rode toward the Caſt alone 


without any ſafe conduct. And as the rode 


thus mourning by the wap, he eſpied on 
the loft ſide of the wap, a paire of Gal- 
lowes, and ſeauen officers leading a man 
to the Gallowes to be hanged, wherefoꝛe 


He was moued with great pittie, and | 


ſmote her hozſe with her ſticke, and rode 


8 n pꝛaying them that ſh@ might by ane 


» a a Ad aunh Ad aca ita an each. cv mh. dd oank canh awnh web £A ac a= 


ener to be true. And when he Had thus 


that there came a thi full of merck Ar 


Geſta Romanorum? 
deeme that nriſdeer if her might ber (ated 
from death by any meanes; 

Then ſaid they, ladp, it pleaſeth vs wel 
that you red&eme him. Anon the Emp2efſe 
accoꝛded with them, and paped his rans 
ſome, and he was deliuere. 

Then ſaid ſh& to him: Powmy geod 
friend, be true vntame till thor dye, üth J 
haue deliuered thee from death. 

On my ſoule (quoth he) 3 pꝛomiſe you 


ſatd, hee followed the Lady fill, till hep 
came nigha Citie, and then ſaid the Em⸗ 

2efſe to him: God friend, quoth ſhe, goe 
foꝛth thy way afo2e mee its the Citie and 
ſ& thou fake vp fo2 vs an honeft lodging, 
fo2 there J purpoſe fo reſt a while. Her 
man went foꝛth as he commanded, and 
foke vp foꝛ her a god lodging and an ho- 
neft, where ſhe abode along time. When 
the men of the Citit perceiued her beauty, 
they wondꝛed greatly, wherefoze many ot 
them ecraned of her vnlawfull lone, but all 
was in vaine, foꝛ they might not ſpedein 
any” wiſe. It foztuned after — 


and arriued in the of that Citie. 
When the Lady heard this, thee ſaidvnto 
hor leruant: Sor tothe hy wp ls 9 


thy counſel; and fulfill thy intent as farre 
fo:th as J can. 


Then ſaid theater of bein; lows 
thy 
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bee any Cloath foz my vſe. Her ſeruant 


went foꝛth to the Sip, whereas he found 
many very fine cloathes : wherefoꝛe he 
pꝛaped the maſter ofthe Hipthat he would 
comeintothe Citie and ſpeake with his 
Ladp. The maſter granted him, and ſq 
the ſernant came home fohts Lady befo:e 
and warned her of the comming of the 
Matter ot the Ship. Son after the Maſter 
of the ſhip came and ſaluted the Ladpcour 
teoully* the Lady receiued him accoꝛding 
to his degr, pꝛaping him that ſhe might 
haue foꝛ her money (ſuch Cloath as might 
be p2ofitable foꝛ her wearing: Then he 
grantedthat ſhe ſhould haue any that liked 
her, and ſone they were agreed, where- 


foe the ſeruant went immediately again 


with theBaſter.of the ſhip foz the Cloath. 

And when they were both within on ſhip- 
bo2d. The Maſter ſaid to the Ladies Ser - 
uant . My deare friend, to ther J would 


and if thou helpe me, thou ſhalt haue of 


me a great reward. 


Then anſwered he and faid: 4 chall 
(quoth he) be ſwozne to thee to kepe 


open mycounſell if I might truſt to the, 


Nr 
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thy Lady moꝛe then I can tell the&,fo2 her 
beaufy and feature is ſo excellent, that J 
would giue foꝛ the loue of her all the gold 
that J haue: and i J may obtaine the lone 
of her thꝛough thy helpe, 4 will giue the 
whatſoeuer thou wilt deſireofme, 

Then ſaid the Ladpes ſeruant: fell me 


by what meanes J map beſt helpe thee. 


Then laid the Paſter of the Ship, Gos 
home to thy Lady againe, and tell her 
that J will not deliuer to ther the Cloath, 


exrept ſhe come her ſelfe:and doe then but 
bing her fo myſhip, and if the winde be 
god and fit, then J purpoſe to leade her 


away. Thy counſell is god, quoth the 
Ladies ſeruant, therefoze giue me ſome 


reward, and J ſhall fulfill thy deſire. 


Now whenhe had receiued his reward, 


he went againe to his Lady, and told her, 
that by no meanes the Maſter ol the Ship 
would deliner him the Cloath except ſhe 


came her ſelfe. The Lad belœued her ſer 


nant and went to the Ship. Naw when 
che was within the ſhipboard, her ſeruant 
Abode without. 

When the Malter ſaw that che was 


within the ſhip, and the winde was god, 


bs dzew vp the ſayle and ſayled fozth, 
When the Lady perceiued this, 4 


miidſt of the ſea, and there ſhall pe dye an 
euill dsath: if it be ſo, quoth the, that 1 
mult needs conſent o2 elſe dye, firſt J pꝛay 
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wee laid to the Paſter: O Paſter (quest) bot 
the) what reaſon is this that thon batt ott 
done to me? The Mater anſwered, any 
ſald: Madame, certainelp it is ſo, that J ar 
muſt needs lye with the, and after ward e 
eſponſe thee. O god ſir, quoth che, J haue 
made a vow that J ſhall neuer commit} 
ſuch finne but with him vnto whom Jam 
bound by right and by the Law. Sothiy 
quoth he, if per will not grant mee with} 
your god will, J will caſt you ont into the 


the to pzepare a pꝛiuate place in the end 
of the Ship, whereas J may fulfill thine: 
intent ere J dye, and alſo J pꝛap tha 
that J may ſay my pꝛapers vnto the Fa- 
ther of heauen that denne haue mercy on 
me. 
The Matter belcued her, wherefozt | 
he did g2datne her a Cabbin in the endo 
the Ship. Wherein ſhe kagled downe on 
both her knees and made her pzayers ſay/|*. 
ing on this wiſe : O thou my Loꝛd God 
thou haſt kept me from my youth in clean 
neſſe,kepe me now that J be not deflow 
red, ſo that J may lerue theeeuer witb| 
a cleane heart and minde, and let Wicker o 
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wicked man pꝛeuaile with m&, 102 ang 
locher the liks wickedneſſe come nye mee. 


b 


z rote ſuddeniy a great tempeſt lade dee 
200 that the Ship all to bꝛaſt, c a 

2 herein periſhed ſane the Lady, and ſhes 

it Taugbt a Cable and ſaued her ſelfe, and 


the Maſter caught a boozd of the ſhip , and 


ne lo not of him, noz bee ofher , foz they 
here dꝛinen to diners coaſts. This Lady 


in 


ned, and ſhee liued ſo holp a life, that God 
gaue her grace and power ta. heale ſicke 


w 
"| olke of all manner of diſeaſes, wheretozs 


4 here came much people to her, both croo- 
as 


the grace of God and her good. endeauonr 
was healed : wherefoze. her name was 
one thꝛough diners Regions: Nener- 
heleſe Gee was not knowne as the Em- 
;8fle.. At the ſame time the @mperours 
2other (that had hanged her befoze by the 
jayze) was ſmitten with afouleLep2oſte; 
The Knight that flew the Carles da and, 
er, and put the bloudp knife in dy 
vas blinde, doafe;and had the palſſe. Th 
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when ches had ended her br fand there 
that were 


aned himlelfe liketviſe : ueuertheleſſe ſhe 


landed in he2 owne Empire neare to a rich 
City, wherein ſhes was hononrablp recei- 


ked,blind, g lame, and enerp man th2ough 


i eele that e her ynto the Pate 
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The Hiftorie of 
ol the Chip was lame & full of the crampe ; 
And the Maſter of the ſhip diſtraught out 

b 


of his wits. 

gen the Emperdour heard that ſo holy 
a woman was in that Titte , hee called his 
bother , and layd to him thus: Goe wee, | x 
deare bother, bnto this holy woman that 3 
is dwelling in this Citie, that ſhee may 
heale the of thp lepꝛoſte. Mould to God, 
O noble bother (quoth hee) that J were 
healed, Anone the Emperour With his 
bzother went towards the Citie, Then 
when the Citizens heard of his comming, 
thep receiued. him hononrablp with p20- 
cellion, and all pꝛouiſton fitting his eſtate, 
And then the Emperour enquired of the 
Citizens if any ſach holy woman were, 
among them that could heale ſicke folke off 
their diſeaſe. The Citizens anſwered and 
ſaid , that ſuch an one there was. Now at 
the lame time magcome to the ſame Citief , 
the knight which llew the Carles daugb- 
ter, and the There which (he laued from 
the gallowes, and the Maſter ofthe hip. 
fo be healed of their diſeaſes. 

Then was the Empꝛeſſe called foth 
befoze the Emperour . butſhee mulled her 
faceas well as ſheecould, that the Empe 
rour her Pulbans ſhould not know ber, 

Ane 
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and when ſhe had lo done, the laluted him 
with great renerence, as appertained to 
his ſtate, and hee againe in like manner, 
ſaping thus: O good Lavp, ik thou liſt of 
thy kindeneſſe to heale my bꝛother of hit 
Lepꝛoſte, aſke ef me what thou wilt, aud 
1 ſhall grant it the fo2 thy reward. 

When the Empꝛeſſe heard this, ſhee 
lwked about her and ſaw there the Em- 
perours bother a fovle leaper: hee ſaw 
there alſo the hight that lew the Carles 
daughter blinde and deafe , the theefe that 
ſhee ſaved fzom the gallowes lame, and al- 
I ſo the Maſter of the ſhip diſtraught out ot 
his wi's , and all were come to her foz to 
be healed ok their maladies, and knew her 
not, but though they knew her not, ſhes 
knew them well. Then laid ſhee vnto the 
Cmperonr thus: Pp reuerend Lov, 
though yon would gine mee all pour Cm- 
pire J cannot heale pdur bother no2 norg 
oftheſe other, except they acknowledge 
* Jopenty what great euill they haue done. 
a4 When the Emperor heard this , hep 
0 turned him towards bis bꝛother, and ſaid 
ber onto bim: Brother, acknowledge openly 
vel tbp ſinne befoze all theſe men, that thou 
e mapſk bee healed ofthy ickenefe. Eben 
-Janone hee began to tell how hee had led his 
* P 2 lte. 
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bo lte, but hee told not how hee had hanged 
158 the Empꝛeſle in the Foꝛzreſt by the haire 
it F of the head; moſt diſpighfrully, | 
When. hee had acknowledged all that | 
him liſt, the Empꝛeſſe replyed and ſaid : | 
Soothly my Lo2d , J wouldgladly layvn- 
to him my medicine, but J wot right well 
it is in baine , fo2 hee hath not made a full 

confection. 
. The Cmpercur hearing this, he turned 
„ foward his bꝛother and ſaid in this wiſe : 
_ Whatenil,ſozrow ozjother bnhappp w2et- 
i che dnelſe is in thee, i&ff thou not how that 

thou art a fonle Leperztherſoze knswledge 
thy unne truly, that thou maieſt bee whole, , 

bz elſe anoid my company foꝛ euer moꝛe. 
K Ab mp Lo2d, quoth hee, A map not tell 
* my life. openlp, except J bee firſt ſure of thy 
. grace. What baſt thon treſpaſſed againf 
4 me,quoth the Emperour ? Then anſwered 
he bis bꝛother and ſaid. Pins offence again{ 
"i thee is grieuous, aud therefoze Jalke thee 
heartily fozgineneTe. The 1 Emperaur 
1 thought not an the Empꝛeſle ,foz as much 
7H as hes ſuppoſed thee had beene dead in Ny 
1 peeres befoze,therfoze hee commanded hi 
bother fo tell fozth wherein yg wr aud offen- 
dedhim,and he ſhould be fozgluen. 
When the Emperoz had thus 81 


his brother, he began fo fell openly bow 


df noked her as much as J could to ſinne with 


| I put the blsndp knike in the Ladies band, 


Geſta Romanorum; 


he had deſired the Empzeſſe to commit a- 


dulterp with her, and becauſe the denyed, | 
he had hanged her bpche haire inthe kozreſt 


on fuch a dap. 


hen the-Emperonr heard this, hee 


as almoſt beſide himſelſe and in his rage 
he laid thus: O thou wzetched creature, 
the vengance of God is fallen vpon thee, 
and were it not that J haue pardoned thee 
thou ſhouldeſt die the moſt ſhameful death 
that could be thought. 

Then ſaid the night that flew the 
Carles Daughter: J wot not quoth hee, 
What Lady pon meane, but J wot that 
my Lo2d found on a time ſach a Ladp 
— by the hatre in the Fozzeſt, and 
b2ought her home fo his Caſtle , and bee 
fooke her his daughter to keepe,and J pꝛo- 


me, but ſhe would in no wiſe conſent to 


me, wherefo2ze J flew the Earles daughter 


that lap with her, and when J had ſo done 


that the Carle ſhould thinke ſhe had flaine 
vis daughter with her owne hand, and 


u- then was ſhe exiled thence, but where the 


became J wot nat. 
Then ſaid the Therke J wot not of 
D 3 what 
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what Ladle ye meane, but well Jwot | 


that ſeanen officers were leading me tq 
the Gallowes, and Such a Lady came ri- 


ding by and banght me of them and then 


went J with her. and afterward J betrap- 
ed het vnto the Maſter of the Ship. 

Such a Lady ( quoth the Paſter of the 
Ship) receiued J, and when wee were in 
the middeſt of the Dea, J would haue 
iaine with her, but ſhee kneeled downe to 
her pꝛapers, and anone there aroſe ſuch a 
tempeſt that the Ship all to bꝛaſt, and all 


therein were d2owned ſave ſhe and J, but 


afterward what befell of her J wot not. 
Then erped the Cmpzeſſe with a loud 


vopce, and ſaid ,@osthly deere friends pee 
doe now truely confefſe and declare the 


truth, wherefoze J Will now apply my 
medicine, and anone they receined thete 


is:. 


Mhen this Lady the Empzeſle had 


thus done, the bncouered her face to the 


Emperonr, and hee fozthwith knew her, 
and ranne to her and imbꝛzaced her in his 


armes, and killed her oftentimes , and fo? 


top he wept bitterly , ſaying : Bleſſed be 


God, now J haue found that J deſired. 
And when hee had thus laid, hee led her] 
home to the Wallace ny great toy, 


any 


GeſtaRomanorum. 


ud atter when it pleaſed Almighty God, 
9 — ended both their liues in peace and 
Peu⸗ 
1 


2 The Mboralt: ERS ney, 
Dearefriends, this ©mperonr beta- 
zeneth our Lozd Jeſus Chriſt. The Em⸗ 
pꝛelle betokeneth a holp Sonle : This 
Cmperours b2sther betokeneth the fleth, - 
to whom our Lo2d hath giuen charge of 
the Empire, but moſt principally to the 
Honle. Nenertheleſſe, the w2etched fleth» 
oft pꝛouoketh the Sonleto inne, bat the 
Boule that loneth God abone all thiags 
d Iwittctandeth that temptation , calleth to 
o ber, her ghoſfly power, that is, Reaſon , 
e will, underſtanding, and conſcierce, and 
p maketh them to imp2iſan the fleſh that is 
e iſobedient fo the Sonle, in thep2ifon of 
 Ffrne repentance, onts the time he obep to 
d | ceaſon in all things. 

0 And thus in hope of mercy hee ſinneth 
againe: to whome the holy Mziter ſaith: 
31 Curſed be that man that ſinneth in hope: 
2 And at the laſt the Soule inclineth to the 
e Aeſh, and letteth him out of the pꝛilon of rg- 
. | pentance, and waſheth him from the filth 
„ok ünne, and arrapeth him with good ver- 
ues, and maketh him leape on the Pal- 
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krap of charitable humilitie, and ſs rideth 
ro2th to'me&te our Lozd with theſacrifice 
of thankl- gining. Wut alas , full okt 
the ſinner treſpaſſeth againſt holp Scrip- 
fare, wherefoze the heart, that is, the 
luſt ol the fleſh ariſe th befoze him, and after 
runneth great Bounds , that is, euill 
thonghts, and ſo long they chaſe , till the 
badp andthe Boule be left alone, and then 
the fleſh ſtirreth that pure loule, being the 
ſponſe of Almighty Gad. Wut the pure 
andhnvefiled ſoule that is ſs well beloned 
with God, will not fozſake ourLozd,and 
conſent to inne: wherefoze the w3etch- 
ed fleſh full off diſpopleth her of all her 
clothing, that is of all her bertues, and 
hangeth ber bp by the hatre on an Dake, 
that is, on luſts and delights, and there 
thee hangeth till the good Earle commeth, 
that is, a diſcreet Pꝛeacher in the foꝛreſt of 
this woꝛld to pzeach and teach the wozd 
of God: then he taketh her downe and lea; 
deth her fozth to the Church, to nouriſb 
his Daughter, that is, ts nouriſh conſci- 
ence with frnitfnil Faith. The Earle had 
in his Chamber a Wampe: right ſo every | 

diſcreet P2eacher ſhould haue beloze him | (ic 
the Lampe of holy Scripture,whereby he | th 
may * "ey wo aan and * Ir 
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Ceſta Romanorum 
the Soule in learning of vertues, and put- 


firreth her to ſinne, is nonght elſe but 
pꝛide of life, which is Steward of this 
wozld, by whome many men be deccined. 
Bat when the Soale that is ſo well belo- 
ved with Chꝛiſt, will not conſent bnto 
the ſinne of pꝛide, then taketh this euill 
Steward the knife of Conetiſe , where- 
with he lapeth the Carles daughter, that 


is, Conſcience, accoꝛding fo Scripture, 
laping: Gold and ſiluer hath blinded the 


eyes of Iudges, and hath enerthrowne 
- | wiſc men, ſo that: equitie and righteouſnes 
might not enter, but ſtood afarre, and tur- 
d ned their backes. This Lady allo rede 
med a man from death, that is ſrom euer - 
laſting death, which he had deſerned by 
deadly ſinne, Therefoze doe we as did 
this Lady,ſmife wee our ho2(e, that is our 
di] fleſh, with theſpurres of repentance, and 
- ſoride wee fo2th in all haſt to ſane our 
neighbour from the ſinke of deadly ſinne, 
to helpe him both bodily and holly , 48 
5 —— ſaith. 

Woe' bec to that man lying in deadly 
inne, that hath no man to lift him out 
thereof. Therefoze awake thy neighbour 
and helpe him. For a brother that is hol- 
JJ ow —UE pen 


r 


ting away of vice. The Steward that 


4 
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pen of another, is like a ſure Citie, andif 
he giue but a cup of cold water in the way 
of helpe, he ſhall not looſe his reward. 

But many now a dapes bee berp vn⸗- 
kind, as was the therke Which deteined 
this Ladie alter that ſhee had laued him 
from hanging. The Maſter of the Ship 
betokenety the Mold, by Whom many 
men be deceined. But nenerthelctſe, as 


okt as a Man taketh on him voluntarily 


the charge of charilie and obepeth bnto 
the commandement of God, and fo2la- 
keth the wozld, then bzeaketh he the Ship. 
Fo? it is impoſſible to pleaſe God & man, 
and the wo2ld, all at one time. | 
When this Ladie had eſcaped the tem- 
peft of the Sea, ſhe went to a Citie, that 
is, the Sonle, after the troubles ok this 
Wozld, went to the holp life, and there the 
healed all manner of ſtcke folke, that is, 
euerpman that is tronbled in his ſoule , 
that is infected with diners ſickneſſes, 
thoſethis Ladie bealed though holy life. 
But thep could not be healed kill they 
had firſt confeſſed their ſinnes vnto the 
Empzeſſe the Church of God , and then 
ſhe bealeth them by repentance 4 amend- 


Empꝛeſſe vaknowne to her yuſband , that 


vo 7 


ment of life, pet all this while was the 
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is, the Church wandzeth in the wilder⸗ 


nes of this wicked wo2ld, bntill God by 


Imiraculous meanes made her krowne 


bnto him, and ſo led her home bp bicto2y 
and triumph in the truth vnto the hauen 


ly habitation ofeternallreft and glozy,bn- 
to the which; Almighty God bzing vs all 


foʒ his ſonnes ſake. Amen, 


The Argument. 

Euery ſupreame Magiſtrare and other in- 
feriour, is to be honoured and reueren- 
ced. Euery true Chriftian man ought 
to conſider his dutie herein, and euery 
falſe Ohr ian peruerting the waycs of 
the Godly, the reward ot ſuch is layd vp 
in bell. But che iuſt ſhall inherit the bleſſed 
life cuerlaſting, 


The 41 1 Hiſtorie: 

N Rome ns eh dwel ta mighty 
Emperour named Martin which foz 
intire affection kept with him, his bzothers 
Sonne, whom men called Fulgentius. 
Mith this Martin dwelt alſo a Knight 
that was Steward of the Empire, and 
Uncle bnto the Emperonr , which ennied 
this Fulgentius Cudping dap and night 
howhee might bzing the Omperonr. — 

8 


£5.45 


Lo2d(quoth he) be hall right well va-[5< 
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this pouth at debate. Mherekoze the Steder 
ward on a day went to the Emperour, andſw 
ſaid: My Lo2d, qusth he, J that am pon 
true ſeruant, am bound in duty to warng/0! 
pour highnefe, if J heare anp thing thaf"! 
toncheth pour hondur, wherefoze J hangſt9! 
ſach things that 4 muſt needs vtter it inttu 
tetret to pour Maieſtie betweene vs two Et 
Then laid the Emperour, Gaod friend, lan thi 
on what thee liſt. (00 
Mp molt deare Lo2d ( quoth the Ste. rie 
ward) Fulgentius your Coſin, and pon 
nigh kinſman hath defamed pou wonder. be 
fully and ſhamefnlly thzough-ont all pon x 
Empire, ſaping that your b2eath ſfinketh,J% 
and that it is death to him to ſerne pon o hi 
pour Cup. Then the Emperour was grie 5 
uduſlp diſpleaſed, and almoſt beſide himJ 
ſeife fo2 anger, and ſaid vnto him thus: 
pꝛay the my good Friend tell me the ver; h 
truth, if that my bzeath Cinketh as heel l 
ſaith. My Lo2d ( quoth the Steward L te 
map beleeue mee, J neuer perceined 82 
werter bzeath in my dapes then yours is. toi 
Zhen laid the Emperour , J p2ay the] | 
good friend tell mee how J may bing thisſett 
thing to good pꝛoofe. $01 
The Steward anſwered, and ſaid: y 


ing 


derſtand 


Geſta Romanorum. 
« Þecrſfand the truth, foz to mozrow next 
nalwhen be ſerueth yon of pour Cup, yee ſhall 
— that hee will turne away his fate from 
ndlvon, becauſe of pour bzeath, and this is the 
aumoſt certaine pꝛoofe that map be had ot 
— this thing Uerelp quoth the Emperour, a 
intruer pꝛofe cannot bee had of this thing. 
Ther foꝛe anone when the Steward heard 
aulthis, hee went ſtraight ts Fulgentivs , and 
tooke him aſide , ſaptig tous: Deare 
fe iciend, thou art neare kinſman, and alſo 
; Dephew bntoa my Kozd the Emper dur, 
ther etoze if thon wilt bee thankefull vnto 


a me, J will fell thee-ef the bice whereof my 


5 Lend the Emperour complaineth oft, and 


offfithinketh to put theo from him (evcept it 
n mig be 


a bee the looner amended )andt 
n bee a greater reproofe to thee. Thenſaid 
Athis Fulgentius. Ah g$6d fir, fo2 dis lone 

roſthat dyed vpon the Croſfe, tell ma dohy my 

ee Loꝛd is ſo ſoꝛe moued with mee foꝛ Jam 
teady to amend my fault in all that J can 

4 * may ald tot to boruledby pour bitte rt 

g Icounſaile. 

e Thy bzeath quoth the Steward Utnk⸗ 

isleth fa ſoze that his 'dginke doth him no 
good, ſo arieuous bnto him is the ffink- 

wit b2cath of thy month. Then ſald Ful- 
g-| g<urius; 9. the Dfewazd. Truely,, that 

iD percxined 


* 
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perceined J neuer till now, but what] iv 
thinke-por of my bzeath . I pꝛap you tsv 
tell mee the very truth? Truely(quoth the for 
Steward ) it ſtinketh greatly-and louie, A. 
And this Fulgentius belecued all that hf hd 
ſaid, and was right ſozrowkull in his] 
mind, and p2ayed the Steward of bis 
caunſell and helpe in this wofall caſe, 
Then ſaid the Steward bnte him, if that 
thou wilt doe by mp-counſell, Ichall b2ing 
this matter to a geod concluſion, therefoze 
doe as A ſhall tell thee: 

J-connſell thee foz the beſt, and allo 
warne thee . that when thou ſerneſt mp 
Load the Emperour of his Cap , that 
thou.turne thy face away from him, [0 
that bee may not f&le thy ſtinking bzeath ; 
vnta the time that thou haſt pzouſded the 
ol ſome remedy thereoꝛe. 

Then was Fulgentius right glad, and 
(ware to: him that hee would doe bp his 
counſaile. 

Hot long after tt befell that this poung 
man Fulgentius ſerned his Lo2d as bee 
was wont to doe, and therewith ſuddain- 
ly hee turned his face from his K oꝛd the 
** as the Steward had fanght 

m 
n when the Emperour perevine 

$ 


| Geſta Romanorum. 
Ae the anopding of his dead, be ſmofe thig 


young: Fulgen: jus on the bieſt with his 
foote, and ſaide to himthus : O thou tewd 
Uarlet, now A ſee weil it is true that 4 
have heard of these, and therefeze goe 
thou anone out of myfight, that Amapſee 
thee no moze in this place. And with that 
this poung Fulgentius wept full ſoze, ann 
Jauopded the place, ann went out of his 
I (light; 

And when this was: Cad the Empe- 
tour called vnto him his Steward, „ and 
lapd: Yow may A rid this Uarlet from 
the Mozld, that thus hath defamed mee ? 

Pp moſt deare Lo2d.quoih the Steward, 
of right wellpon ſhall haue your intent. 


oz here beside, within theſe three 


miles pt haue Bick. makecs which daply 


make great fires fe to bucne Bꝛiche, and 
ther efoze mp Load 


alſo they make lime, 


ſend to them this night, charge them bpon: 
paine of death, that whoſoeuer commeth 
Ito tbem-firſt} in the Pozning, ſaying to 
el them thus: Pp Load commeandeth pou 
to fuifill-his; ara ef hs — take him 


wis —.—— that bee gor — in the 
0 to pour woꝛkemen, and that hes 
Rilke 


' ſaileis good, therefoze callto mee that bar⸗ 
let Fulgentius. And when the poung man on 


pour will, were itthat3 hall goe to the 


to his Bzick-makers;'commanding them 


The. H iſtor ie of 
aſke them whether they haue fulfilled pour | 
will whieh they were commanded, oꝛ not, 
and then ſhall they accoꝛding to pout com- 
mandement, caſt him into the fire , thus 
chall he dpe an euill death. 
Surelp, quoth the Emperour, thy t 


was come to the Emperours pzeſence, hee 
laid to him thus: Jcharge thee bpon pain 
of death , that thou riſe earely in the moꝛ- 
ning, and goe to the burners of Lime and 
Wicke, and that thou be with them earely in 
befozethe Sun riſe, thꝛee miles from this F* 
houſe, and charge them in my behalfe that fc 
thep fulffll my commandement, oz elle 
they ſhall dye a moſt ſhamefall death. 
Then ſpake this Fulgentius:Pp 102d, 
t G DD i ſend me mp lite, J hall fulfil! 


Wozidgend. 
When Fuſs gentius had this cher ge; he e 
could not neepe fo2 thought, that hee mult. 
ariſe earely foz to fulfill his Lozds com- 
mandement. The Emperonr about mid- 


night ſent a meſſenger: on hozſe-backe vn · Pi 


vpen paine of death, that whvſoenerſ” | 
came to them firft inthe mozning; ay at 


G eſla Romanorum ; 
F ynto them · (as befo2e is rehearſed ) they 
Should take him, and binde him, and caſt 


jt him into the fife , and butne him to the 
g pare bones. 


The Bick makers ans wered, and ſaid 


. It ſhould bee done. Then the meſſenger re⸗ 
-- lurned home againe, and tolde the Empe- 
n Four that his commandement ſhould bee 
g biligently fulfilled, 

n | Carely in the moꝛning following, Ful- 
- $cocius aroſe , and pꝛepared him towards 
d is way, and as he went he heard a Bell 
ping to Seruice, wherefoze hee went fo 
is $eare Seruice, and after the end. of Ser- 
ice hee fell aſleepe and there he ſlept along 
phile , ſo that the Pꝛieſt noz none other 
ight awake him. b | 
„The Steward deſiring inwardly. ta 


11care of his death, about one of the clocke 


1g e went vnto the woꝛke⸗ men, and ſaid vn⸗ 
pthem thus. Sirs quoth he , haue ve d 
Emperours commandement 92 no: 
The Bꝛick⸗makers anſwered him and 
- hid: Nay truly, wee ha ue not vet done his 
Immandement, but it ſhall be done, and 
. pith that they laid hands on him. Then 


erw life, fo2 the Empezour com 
what Fulgentius . bee put to 


t 


n 
ml ved the Steward,and ſaid: Goon fis be 


The; Hiflorte of 
Then ſaid they, the meſſenger told vs not 1 
lo, but he bad vs that whoſoener came firſtY} 
to vs in the mozning ,-ſaying as you hauf) 
laid, that we ſhould take him and taſt hin 
into the Furnace, and burne him to aſhes :'; 
with that they thꝛew him into the fire. 

And when hee was burnt, FulgentiusY;; 
came to them, and ſaid: Good firs, haue. 
pou done my Woꝛds commandement, veaſſth: 
ſoothly ſaid they, and therefoze goe you a cor 
gaine to the Emperdur, and te ll him ſoflis ; 
Then ſaid Fulgentius, foz Chꝛiſts loue fell It 
me that commandement, 

Me had in commandement , ſaid they, 1 
vpon paine of death, that whoſoeuer came of t 
to vs ſtrſt in the moꝛning, and ſaid like acer 
thou haſt ſaid, that we ſhould take him t 
calf him into the furnace: But befoze thee: 1 
came the Steward, and therefoze haugſh,;; 
we fulfilled on him the Emperours com her 
mandement, and now he is burnt to the Fulg 
bare bones. | 02 

When Fulgentius heaod this, he than te 
ked God that he had ſo pꝛeſerued him fronſſhꝛo 

death, therefoze he tooke his leaue of thay | 

wozkemen, & went againe to the Pallace. as 
When the Emperour ſaw him he wat hou 

almoſt diſtract of his wits fo2 anger, andere 


hee ſaid: Haſt thou bene with thehhit 
185 Bꝛzickemaker 0 
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Bꝛickmakers and fulfilled iny comman⸗ 
dement ? Dothly my gracious Lo2d , J 
haue beene there, but o2 J came there, pour 


chat be true quoth the Emperour? | 
Foꝛſooth ſatd Fulgentius, the Steward 
eme to them afoze mee, and ſaid that J 
ſhould haue ſaid, ſo thep tooke him and 
thꝛew him into the Furnace , and if J had 
come any rather, fo would they haue done 
to mee, and fherefoze J thanke God that 
eth pꝛeſerued me from death. 
Then ſaid the Emperour , tell mee the 
huth of ſuch queſtions as J ſhall demand 
nge thee. Then ſaid Fulgentius to the Em⸗ 
1Y'crour : you neuer found in mee any falſe- 
od, and therefdꝛe J greatly wonder why 
e hae oꝛdapned ſuch a death fo2 me? fo: 
ell ye know that J am pour owne Bꝛo⸗ 
hers lonne. Then ſaid the Emperour to 
he Fulgentius : It is no wonder, foz that death 
oꝛdained to thee thꝛough counſaile of the 
?(cward, becauſe thou didſt dekame me 
hꝛoughout all my Empire, ſaping, that 
hehnp b2eath did ſfinke ſo grieuouſly , that it 
was death to ther: and in token thereof, 
asthou turnedſt away. thy fate when thou 
eruedſt me af mp Cuppe, and that ſaw 
MIQvith mine eyes: and fo2 this cauſe J oz⸗ 
N 3 dained 


mI:ommandentent was fulfilled. How may 


The Hiflorie of : 
dained fo2 thee ſuch a death, and yet tho; 
halt die, except I heare a better excuſe. 

Then anſwered Fulgentius, and ſaid 
Ah deare Lo2d, if it might pleaſe your 
Pighneſſe fo2 to heare me, 4 ſhallſhew yo 
a ſubtill and deceitfull imagination. Saz 
on quoth the Emperour. 
The Steward ( quoth Fulgentius) that 
now is dead, came to me and ſatd , that yer 
fold vnto him that my bꝛeath did tink, and 
thereupon hee counſatled me, that when 3 
ſerued you of your Cup, J ſhould furne ; 
way my face: J take God to witneſſe, 
ie nof. 

- When theEmperour heard this, her 

beleued him, and ſaid: O my Nephew, 
now J ſce thzough the right wiſe tudge 
ment of God the Steward is burnt , an! 
his owne wickedneſſe and enuie is fallen 
on himſelfe, foz hee ozdained this malic: 
againſt thee, and therefoꝛe thou art mut 
bound to almighty God that hath pꝛeſer⸗ 
ued thee from death. | 


1% The Morall. 
Deare friends, this Emperour betoken 
eth every ſupzeme Magiſtrate. And Fu! 

gentius his nephew betokeneth euery true 
_ Chiiſtian man, which- ſhould truly ſeru: 
chem with faithfull lopaltp, like as Fulgen 


ius 


, 
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us ſerued the Emperour at his Cup, 
wherefoze he ſhall be greatly loued of 
God, This Steward betokeneth euery 
falſe Chꝛiſt ian man, as Kaine, which of- 


Itentimes turneth the heart of right wiſe 


men from God, ſaying that this bzeath 


ayſtinketh, that is, that the life of the Pa⸗ 


giſtrate is not acceptable to, God o2 man, 


J which is againſt the Scripture „ which 
rg ſaith, Iudge not, aud ye ſhall not be iudged, 
nog But oftentimes ſuch malicious peopls ac- 
cuſe righteous men, wherefoꝛe they ſhall 
ag bee caſt into the everlaſting fire of hell, 
where is wailing, weeping , and miſerp 


without end. But the righteous ſhall aſ⸗ 


end to everlaſting life. Tinto the which 
bꝛing vs our Lo2d Jefus Chziſt, Amen: 


The Argument. 

Tytants and vngodly perſons walke with- 
out knowledge of the truth, till they 
come to the Church of God :*the wie- 
ked perſecure the godly, but as they are 
preſerued by the mighty prouidence ot 
God, ſo we ought not do ſleepe in ſinne. 
A figurariue ſpeech of three ſeuerall mea- 
nings, viz. Take, Leeld, ne Flee, the 
ognification thereof, 


3 The 


The Hiſtoric of \ 
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Here dwelt ſomefime in Rome ice 

mighty  Emperour named Delphi h. 

nus, which had no Childzen ſaue onely] A 

Daughter, which was a faire creature]: 
and well beloued of her Father. 

As this Emperour rod on a day e 
hunting in the Foꝛreſt ſuddainely he rod: 
out of his way , and loft his men , whe 
Foze he was greatly diſcomfozted , 'fo2 he 
wilt not whither he rode, noꝛ in wh at plac 
he was, till at laſt when he had thug le 
ridden all the day alone, in the evening h 
ſaw a houſe , and thither he rode a grea 
pate, and knocked at the gate. immediatl. 
the good man of the houſe heard him, any t! 
aſked the cau'e of his knocking , and whaſ| U 
he would haue: Deare friend, quoth thy ke 
Emperour, loe it is night as ye may ſe 
therefoze J deſire you of lodging foꝛ thq {: 
lone of God. y 

When he had. thus ſaid, ſhe good may a 
of the honſe , vnware that he was the Em ſe 
perour , anſwered and ſaid : Good friend h 

quoth he, J am the Emperours Foſter, f 4 
. plenty of Ueniſon, and other vicualſ 5 
fo2 you. When the Emperour heard thig y 
he was right glad in his mind, 1 


Geſta Romanorum. 


qc zold him not that hee was the Emperos, 
Then the Foſter opened the gate, and re- 


ceiued him as kindly as hee could, and ſet 


hum to ſupper , and ſerued him wozthily. 


And when hee had ſupped , the Foſter 


bꝛought him to his Chamber, and when 
time was hee went to bed. 
In the ſame night it befell that the Fo- 


ſters wife did traueil with childe in another 


Chamber haꝛd by, and was deliuered the 
ſame night of a goodly ſonne. And as the 
Emperour lap in his bed, fleping , him 


ſeemed hee heard a voyce ſaping to him 
| th:ce , theſe wo2ds „Take, take, take. And 


with that hee awoke; and meruailed great- 


{ ly what it might be, ſaytng to himſelfe 


thus: a voyce biddeth me rake, take, take, 
What ſhall J take? And immediately hee 


{ fell a ſleepe againe. 


And the ſecond time he heard a voyce., 


q ſaying vnto him theſe wozds , Veeld, yeeld, 


yeeld. And with that he awakened againe, 
and wond2ed greatly, ſaying vnto him 
ſelfe: What map this ſignilie? Firſt A 
heard a voyce that ſaid, Take, take; take, 


4 and nothing J receiued: And right now 


heard another vopce that ſaid , Veeld, 


yceld, yeeld: What ſhould yeeld? 


And as he lay thus thinking to him⸗ 
24 ſelfe, 
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ſelfe, he fell aſleepe againe. And then bee 
heard the third vopce, ſaying theſe woꝛd 

thꝛice: Flee, flee, flee, for this night is a 
childe botne , that after thy deceaſe hall bee 


Emperour, When the Cmperour heard 
this, hee wakened , and wondered greatly 
what it might be. 

In the moꝛning following, the Empe⸗ 
rour called to him the Foſter, and ſaid: 
Deare friend, J pꝛay the tell mee if any 
Childe bee boꝛne here about this night to 
thy knowledge. My wife, quoth the Foſter, 
this night is deliuered of a Sonne. J pꝛay 
thee, ſaid the Emperour , ſhe w mee thy 
Sonne. When the Tmperour had ſcrne 
the Childe, her ſaw a marke in the chilves 


viſage, whereby hee might know him ano⸗ 
ther time,x then he ſaid tothe Foſter thus: 


Deare friend knoweſt thou who J am 2 
Nay ſoothly, quoth the Foſter, fo2 J ne- 
ver ſaw you befoꝛe this time, as farreas 


A tan remember, neuertheleſſe it ſemeth 


that you be a Gentleman. Then anſwered 
the Cmperour, and ſaid ,J am the Empe- 
rour pour L02d , whom you haue lodged 
this night : wherefoze J gtne thee hearty 
thankes. This hearing the Foſter , he fell 
done vpon both his knees-at his fret and 


beſoncht him mercy, if how hee had of- 
| fended 


wan Wiclg Wn . 
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fendedhis Vighneſſe in any thing. Then 
anſweredthe Emperour, andlaidbe thou 
nothing afraid, fo2 J thanke the heartily 
foꝛ thy good cheare, and thy Sonne that 


was boꝛn to night, J will haue to bꝛing up 
in my Court, # ſhoztly J will ſend foꝛ him 

O my gracious Lo2d , quoth the Fo⸗ 
fer , it is not fit that ſuch a noble Empe⸗ 


rour ſhould nouriſh the childe of his lub⸗ 


led and ſeruant, neuertheleſſe pour will 

be fulfilled , and when pour meſſengers 

come,J ſhall deliver them my Sonne. 
Then the Emperoꝛ fooke his leaue and 


rode home to his Pallace. And ſhoꝛtly af- 


ter he was come home, hee called vnto him 
ſuch ſeruants as he truſted beſt, and ſaid to 
them thus: Goe pee, quoth he, vnfo my 
Foſter , with whom J was lodged ſuch a 
night in the Foꝛreſt, aad receive of him 
his Sonne of which his wife was deliue⸗ 
red that night, nd vpon paineof death, J 
command you that ye lay him bythe way 
r calt his fleſh to the dogges but bꝛing with 


you the heart to me: and except ve fulfill 


my commandement, ye ſhall die the moſt 


ſonleft death that can be thought. Anone 


his ſeruants went to the Foꝛreſt, and re⸗ 
ceined the Foſters ſonne , and b2ought him 


wtth them, e when they were come nere 


onto 
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vnto the Palla ce, one of them ſaid : Yaw 
ſhall we doe, that we may fulfill our Lo2ds 
commandement in flaying of this Childe : 


Some anſwered , and ſatd , that the childe 
ſhould be ſlaine, and ſome would haue his 


life ſaued, and while thyy were thus ſtri⸗ 


uing among th: mſelues, one of them, that 
was molt mercifull, ſaid vnto the reſt: © 
my god louing friends , heare my coun⸗ 


ſell, J beſeech you, and ye ſhall not repent 
pouthereof. If you murther this innocent 


Childe, we ſhall greatly offend Almighty 
God : and behold hereby are young 
Pigges , kill we one of them, and then 
may we fake with vs his heart and pꝛe⸗ 
ſent it vnto the Emperour, ſaying that it 
is the heart of the young child. Then ſaid 
they, thy counſell is god: but what ſhall 
wee doe with the childe 2 Good kriends, 
(quoth he) let vs wꝛap him in ſome cloths, 
and lay him in ſome hollow tree, fo2 per- 


aduenture God will helpe him, and ſane] 


his life. UTthen he had thus aid , they did 
after his counſel! in all things, and killed 
a Pigge , and went their way and carryed 
home with them the Pigges heart to the 
Emperour , ſaying vnto him thus, Loe, 
gracious Lo2d , wee haue deſtroyed the 


childe 4s yecommanded vs, and with that 


ther 
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they ſhewed him the Pigs heart. The 
Emperour ſuppoſing it had beene the 
Childs heart tooke it and caſt it into the 
fire, deſpightlully ſaying: Loe, there is 
the heart of him which ſhould haue beene 
Emperour after mee, Loe what it is to be⸗ 
leeue in dꝛeames, which be but fantaſies 
aud vaine things. 

The ſame day after the Childe was 
put into the hollow fre , there came an 
Carle to hunt in the Foꝛzreſt, and as his 
Mounds chaſed an Hart, they came to the 
hollow tree where the child lap, and when 
they felt the ſauour of the child they would 
noe no further. The Earle ſe&1ing this, 
maruailed why his Younds abode there, 
and ſmote his Yo2ſe with his ſpurres, 
he rode a great pace fill hee came in fo 
them, And when hee came to the free 
wherein [the Childe was laide, he looked in 
at a hole; and ſaw there the Child lying, 


and then he was right glad, and tooke the 


Child vp in his armes full louingly, and 
bare it Sinks vnto his Caſtle, ſaying vn- 
to the Counteſſe his wife : Loe my deare 
Wife, this day by foꝛtune I haue found a 
very kaire child in an hollow tree as J hun- 
ted in the Foꝛreſt, whereof J am right 


glad: And becauſe thou nouer yet concert 


uedſt⸗ 
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uedſt a childe, therefoꝛe J erhort the that 
thou wilt faine thy ſelfe fo trauell with 
childe , and ſay that thou haſt bo2ne this 
childe. The Counteſſe fulfilled gladly the 
Earles dere, and ſaid, My molt dere 
Lo2d, pour willing this thing ſhall be done. 

Not long after this , newes went 
thꝛoughout all the countrep, that the Coun- 
teſſe was deliuered of a faire Son, where- 
foze euerp man reiopced much. 

The Childe beganne to grow, and was 
well beloved of euery man, and eſpectally 
of the Earle and the Counteſſe. It befell 
when the childe was fifteene perres of age, 
the Emperour made a ſolemne feaſt vat o 
all the Lo2ds of his Empire, vnto the 
which feaſt this Carlewas called, who 
at the day aſſigned , came and b2ought this 
Sonne with him, which was at that time 
a faire young Squire, and he carued at 
the boozd befo2e the Earle. The Cmpe- 
Tour ſtedfaſt ly beheld him, and eſpyedthe 
token in his fo2chead which he had ſ&ne 
befoze in the Foſters houſe , wherewith 
he was greatly moued within himſelfe , 


and ſaid. vnto the Earle in this manner. 


Whoſe ſonne is this : Certes ſaid the 
Earle, he is mp ſonne. Then ſaid the 
Emperour. By £the faith that thou oweſt 

to 


. 
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fo me, tell me the fruth. 
The Carle ſeeing that hee he not 
excuſe himſelfe, but that needs hee muſt 
tell him the truth, told how hee found him 


in a hollow Tree. This hearing the Em⸗ 
perour hee was almoſt diſtract of his wits 


foꝛ anger, and called to him his ſeruants, 
which hee had ſent betc2e to deſtrop the 
childe. And when they came befoze him, hee 
made them to ſweare that they ſhould 
toll him the truth what they had done with 
the child. 

G2acious Loꝛd, ſaid they, wee peld vs 
vnto pour grace and goodneſle, foꝛ pittie 
ſo mooued vs, that wee might not deſtrop 
him, but we put him in a hollow Tree: 
what befell of him after ward, certatnely 
wee know not, and in his ſkeed wee killed 


a Pigge ,' and bzought the heart thereof 


unto you. 


When the Emperour had heard the 
truth of the matter. hee ſaid vnto the Earle. 
This young man ( quoth hee) ſhall abtde 
with me; the Carle immediately granted, 
though it was greatly againſt his will, 


fooke his leane of the Emperour, and 
went whereas they liſt. And at that time 
it foztuned that the E mpzeſle and her 


daughtes 


When the feaſt was ended, enexy man 
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daughter ſoiourned in another Countrey 
farre from thente ; by the commandement 
of the Emperour. Jt befell not long after 
the Emperour ſaid vnto this young ſquire, 
it behoueth thee to ride vnto the Empꝛelle 

my wife with my Letters. J am ready at 
pour commandement my Loꝛd, ſaid he, to 
fulfill your deſire. Immediatelp the Em⸗ 
perour wzote Letters, the intent whereof 
was this. That the Empꝛeſſe ſhould take 
the bearer of fheſe Letters, and let him bee 


d2awne at the ho2ſe taple, and after that 


ſhe ſhould let him be hanged till hee were 
dead, and that on paine of death. Mhen 
the Vetters were all ſealed the Empe⸗ 
rour tooke them vnto the young Squire; 
commanding to ſpede hum on his 
iourney. And ſtraight way the voung 
Squire put them cloſe into a boxe, and 
rode foꝛth on his tourney. When her had 
tidden . oꝛ foure dates on his tourney , 

in an etftning he came vnto a Caſtle where 
dwelt a Knight and gently deſred ol him 


a nights lodging. 
The Knight beholding the \ wete fauour 


of the young Squire. m. de him good chere, 
t after ward bꝛought him into his chamber 
and when he was there, he went to bed: 


and „ e fell alle pe, fo2 he —_ 
ful 
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full weary of his tourney , and fo2got his 
bore with the Letters lying openly in his 
chamber. 

When the knight ſaw the boxe, hee 
opened it, and found the Letters ſealed 


with the Emperours ſgne manuall, and 


was greatly tempted to open them, and at 
the laſt he opened them neatly, and then 
read how the Empꝛeſſe vpon pain of death 
ſhould put the bearer of them to death, and 
then hee was right ſo2rowfull , and ſaide 


within himſelfe ; Alas ( quoth he) it is 


great pittie to flay ſo faire pꝛoper a man, 


and immediately after the Knight raced 


out that waiting, and w2ote in the ſame 
place :theſe wo2ds following. Upon paine 
of death JA command thee , that thou take 
this young Squire, bearer of theſe Let- 
ters, and let him be wedded without any 


delay vnto my Daughter t yours, with 


all the honour and ſolemnitie that can bee 
thought, and When they be marryed that 
pe make as much account of him, as if he 
were your owne ſon, and that he ſupply 
my roome till J come vnto you mp ſelfe. 
When the Knight had thus waitten , 
he cloſed the Letters neatly, and put them 
into the bore againe. Carly in the mo2- 


ning ” a Lmght aroie , and very 
_ heartily 
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haftily made him ready, and tooke his“ 
leaveof the knight, and rode foꝛth on his | ; 
tourney, and the third day after he came | x 
vntothe Empzeſle , t ſaluted her dufifully e 
in the Emperoꝛs behalfe, and gaue her the t 
Letters. When the Empreſſe had read 
them an one thee ſent fozth her meſſengers | 
thꝛough the Countrep, commanding the 
States and Gentlemen tocome onto her 
Daughters wedding at a day aligned. 

When the day was come, thither came 
many great K oꝛos and Ladies and anone 
the younge Squire eſpouſed the Emperoꝛs 
daughter, with great hondur, according ts 
the tenour of the Letters, and was much 


honoured among the people. 
Not long after it befell „that the Empe⸗ 


rour came into that Countrie, and when 
the Empeeſſe heard ol his comming , ſhee 
tooke with her her Sonne in law, with 
much other people, and went to welcome 
the Emperoz. When the Emperoꝛz ſaw 
this young Squire leading the Ladie his 
wife, hee was greatly moned within him- 
ſelfe , and ſaid: O thou curſed woman,be- bp 
_. cauſe thou haſt not fulfilled my comman⸗ 
dement thou ſhalt die an euill death. 
O my deare Lo2d ( quoth ſhe )) all that 


you commanded me to doe J haue fulfilles. 
Nay] 


Gelta Rohit, 


| Nay curſed woman ſaid the Emperaticif 
is nat ſo, Foz J w2ote to thee. that thou 
» | wouldeF put him to death, zyet he is aliue. 
Pe Lo2d, quoth the Empzeſſe, you w2ote 
tome that I ſhould giue bim your daughs 
ter to wife, and that on paine of death, i 
; | witnelle whereof lee here your Letters 
e 

3 


ſealed with your owneſeale manuell. 
1 @Whenthe Emperoar ſaw this he won⸗ 
dꝛed greatly and ſatd. Js he theneſpouſed 
? | fo my daughter? Yes ſurelꝑ ſaid the Em⸗ 
f pꝛeſte long agoe, with great ſolemnity, and 
a 


| as J perceiue your daughter is with child 


it is great folly to ſtriue againſt thine oꝛ⸗ 
dinance, therfo2e ſith it is ſo, thy wil muſt 
[needs be fulſilled. And with that her to ke 
his ſonne in law in his armes, and kiſſed 


land ended his life in reſt and peace. 


| The Morall. 
ThisEmperour may betoken Herod, 
zo would haue flaine the childe Jelu, 
wherfoze he ſent meſſengers to ſeeks him, 
\cco2ding to the ww a 2 he 
ommanded thze ning s to ſeæke him, and 
ing him tidings againe where hee was, 


hat t come and woz p hum allo. 
be migh = ſhi ane 
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Then ſaid the Emper our: O Tozd Jeſu, 


him, which after his death was Emperoꝛ, 
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The Folter betokeneth Ioſeph, our La 
dies huſband, which kept binn: but when 
the thze Kings came theyllew him not, 
but wo2lhipped him on their knees, and 
left him in the hollow Tree of his God⸗ 
head. The Earle that found this childe, | 
befokeneth the holy Ghoſt which warned 
Toſeph by the Angell in his lle pe, that hee 
ſhould take gur Lady and her Sonne and 
By the fn ſb rake, maꝝ be vnderſtodthe | 
great benefit that he gaue the when hee 
gane the a Soule made fo his owne ffs 
militude. By the ſecond take, is vnber- | 
ſtod the ſonne of God, which was bo2ne | 
of the bleſſed Uirgin Mary. By the third | 
take, is vnderſtwd the ſame Sonne of 
God which dyed vpon the Crolle. 

By the firſt yeeld, is vnderſtod that ] 
Wer > nt fo yeeld cur ſoule vnto Almigh⸗ > 
ty God, as cleane as hegaue if vs after | 
our regeneration in Baptiſme. By the Þ 5, 
ſecondyceld, that we onght fo veold ho⸗ 1175 
nour, wozſhip, and loue vnto Almighey ... 
God, and man. By the third yeeld, that 
wee ought to peeld to God cola confeſſion 
of faith, contrition of heart, andamend- 
mem of lite "The firſt Hee, betokeneth 


flee, 


by 


which 02datnedalaw, that whoſoener ras 
| iſhed a Uirg in ſhould die, and if he were 
reſcued, then he that reſcued her ſhould 
haue her to wilt, it him litt, and il he would 
not marry her, 


by his a . be fell on a day that 
a 
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info a Fozreſ and defloured her of her, 


Gee Romancrum. 


flee ,befokeneth the wozld, which we ſhould 


e, for the great temptations that are ther 
in. Thethirdflce, betokeneth everlaſting 


paine the which we ought to fler, thzongh 


Faith, by the which we may come toeuer- 


laſting blide⸗ Unto the which bing vs out 


Lozd Jeſus, Amen. 


The Argument: 
The Soule 4 man being rauiſhed by thet ty= 


rannie of ſinne, ſhee complaineth vnto 

Chriſt, which heareth her. The Tyrant is 
ouercome by C Chriſt, who eſpouſeth her 
vnto him, preparing a place of perpe- 
tuall joy, for her. Chriſt receiueth the 
patient ſinner to his mercy by lis death 
and paſſion. 


k 


The. 43. Hiſtoric, A 
Bere dwelt ſometime in Nome a 
mighty Emperour named Santaſinus, 


the ſhould be eſpouſed 


1 named Ponclanus, led a Uirgin 


R 2 WMapden⸗ 
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Payden⸗ head. And when he had ſo bone | 


he would haue ſtaine her, and as he was 
diſpoyling her of her cloathes, there came 
riding by the Fozreſt a gentle Knight, 
which heard the lamenting of the Dam- 
ſell, wherefoze he rode a great pace into 
the Foꝛreſt to ſ& what it might be. Now 
when he came he ſaw a woman ſtanding 
all naked, ſaue onelp her ſmscke, to whom 
the Knight ſpake: Art thou ſhe (ſaid he) 
that cryed ſo lamentably: Then anſwe⸗ 
red the Damſell, Pea tertaineip, foꝛ this 
man that ſtandeth here hath rauiſhed me, 


now he would flap me, and therefo2e he 


hath di ſpopled me of my cloathes: foꝛ the 


loue of God, gentle Knighf,helpe me now. 
Then ſatd the Zyzant, the lyeth,fo2 ſhee 


is my wife, and J haue found her in adul⸗ 
tert with another man, thersfoze J will 


lay ber. Then ſaid the Knight, J be- 
leeue better the woman then the, foz ſoe, 
the tokens appeare openly in her viſage, 
that thou hatt ranithed her, there foze will 
I fight with the fo2 her deliuerance. And 


immediately they buckled both together, 
and fought eagerlptill they were both ſoze 
wounded. Nenertheleſſe the Knight ob 
tainedthe vicozy, e put the tyꝛant 


to flight 
Then 


© —_ 


and deflouredme of my maydenhead, and 
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my wiks?ThertoJ affent quoth ſhe; with 


ſone granted him to be his wite,andtoke 
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Chen ſaid the Knight vnto the woman 


 Loe, J haue ſaffered fo2 thy lone many 


ſoze wounds, and haue ſaued ther from 
death, wilt thou there foꝛe pꝛomiſe fo bee 


allmpheart, and therenpon J plight thee 
my troth, When they were thus enſured, 
then ſaid the Knight as followeth: | 

Mere beſide is my Caſtle, goe thither. 
and abide there fill J haue pꝛouided all 


things nedfyll foz our wedding, fo2 1 


pur pofe to make a great feaſt therat. P 
Loꝛd, quoth ſhe, I am ready to fulfill your 
will. Then went ſhe vnto his Caſtle , 
whereas thee was wozthily-recetned:and 
the Knight went vnto his friends, fo2 fo 
bid them to the marriage. In the meane 
while came Poncianus the Tpꝛant to the 
Knights Caſtle, and pꝛaped her that hit 
might ſpeake with her: Then came ſher 
downe from the Caſtle to him, 4 this Ty- 
rant ſubtily flattered her, and ſaid: Gen⸗ 
fle Loue it it pleaſe you to conſent ta mi, 
J ſhall giue you both ſtluer and gold and 
great riches, and J ſhall bee your ſernant, 
and pee ny Soueraigne. When the wo⸗ 
man heard this, full lightly ſhe was decei⸗ 
ued th2ough his flattering language, and 


R 3 him 
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p{nty her in the Caſtle. 
Not long after the night came home 
and found the Caſtle gate ſhut, knocked 
but long it was ere he might haue 
anſwer At the laſt the woman came and 


demanded why he knocked. at the gate. 


Then ſaid her to her: Olwert Lady why 
haſt thou ſo ſcone changed thy loue? let me 


come in. Nay ſurely, ſaid thee, thou ſhalt 


not come here, foꝛ I haue here with memy 
Lone which I loued beſoze. Remember 
quoth the Knight thou gaueſt me thy troth 
tobe my wife, and how A ſaned ther from 
death, and ifthou ponder not thy faith, be- 
Hold my wounds, which J haue ſuffered in 
my hody foꝛ thy loue. Ando he vncloathed 
bimſelke naked all ſane his hoſen, that he 
might ſhew his wounds openly. But ſher 
would not ſer them, no2 ſpeake moꝛe with 
him, but ſhut faſt the gate, x went her way. 
. Now when the B night ſaw this, hee went 
tothe Juſtice and mads his complaint to 
him, pꝛaping him to giue right wiſe iudg⸗ 
men{.ouths Tpꝛant and the woman. 

nthe Judge called them both be⸗ 


fozehj 
Knight faid thus: By Lo2d, queth hee, 
4 aſke the benefit of the Law which is 


{his ; If a man reſcng a woman from ra⸗ 


niſhing 


and when they were come, the 
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aiſhing, the reſcuerthallmarryher if him 
lift, and this woman 4 deliuered from the 


* 
4 


bands ol the Tyzant, therefo2e J ought ts 
haue her to my wife: and furthermoꝛe ſhe 


gane me her faith and troth tu marry with 
me, andt hereupon ſhe went ts my Caſtle, 
and J haue bene af great coſt againſt dur 
wedding, and therefoꝛe as it ſœmeth me, 
410 is my wife by the Law, Then laid the 
udge to the Ty2anf, thou knowweſt well 
that this Knight delivered her from thy 
band, and fo2 her loue hath ſufferedgrie- 
uous wounds, and therefoze well thou 
wotteſt that ſhe is his wife by the Law, ik 
that him liſt. But after her deliverance 
with flattering ſperch thou haſt decetued 
her, therefoze J iudge thee to be hanger, 
Then ſaid the Judge to the Woman 
likewiſe ; O waman , thou knoweſt how 
this Knight ſaned the from death, and 
therupon thou betrotheſt him thy faith and 
troth to be his wife, therefoꝛe by two rea- 
ſons thou art his wife: firſt, by the Law, 
and after by faith and troth. Thisnot- 
withſtanding, thou conſentedffafterwary 


. to the Tpꝛant, and bzoughteſt him into 


the knights Caltle, and chutteſt the gate 
againſt the Knight, and wouldelt not ſ& 
his wounds which he ſuffered foz thy lone, 
Me K 4 and 
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Hd thexefoze I indge the to be hanged 
alſo. And ſo it was done, both the rauither 
and the that was rauiſhed, were condem- 
nedto death, wherefoze cueryman pꝛapſed 
the I N toz his wiſe iudgement. 


The Moral. 


This Emperonr betokeneth the Fa- 
ther of heauen, which oꝛdained a law that 


if the Soule of man wereramſhedfrom 
God, by igne,the ſauer ofthe ſoule ſhould 
eſpouſe her, it him lift. The woman that 
was rauiſhed betokeneth the ſoule of man, 
which was rauiſhed by the inne of our 
foꝛe⸗Father Adam, and let out of Paradiſe 
into the Foꝛreſt of this wretched Moald, 
bythe Tyrant Poncianus, which hetoke⸗ 
neth the Diue ll, and hee not onely deſiled 
her, by lefing the heritage of heauen, but 
alſo he would lay her with cue laſting 
painc. But the ſoule cryeth with an high 
voyce, whoſecry our Lo2d Jeſus Chzift 
heard. This cry was mate when Adam 
cryed after the oyle of mercy: and the Pc - 


triartzes and Y2ophets cryed foꝛ remedie, 
ſaying theſe wozds: O thou the higheft 
in the Eaſt, vifitthou vs, &c. The Lnight 
betokeneth dur Lozd Je us Chaiff, which 
came From Beauen, and fought with the 
Tant 
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Tyꝛant, that is the Diuell, and both they 


were ſoze wounded. Foz our 302d Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt was woundedin the fleſh, and the 


foze the Woman, that is, the Soule,gaue 
her Faith and Troth vnto Ch2ift Jeſus, 
when ſhe became a Chziltian,ſaying theſe 
wozps : I forſake the Diuell and all his 
pride, and beleeue in God the Father Al- 
mighty, Then o2dained our Lo2d Jeſus 
Chziſt a marriage betwene him and her, 

with the two ſpecial Sacramentsof Bap⸗ 
tiſme and the Lozds Supper, whereof 
may ber made a ſtrong Caſtle againſt the 
Wiuell. Alſo our Lo2d. commanded the 
ſoule fo kepe her ſtill in the Calfle of ber- 
tue, till he went fo pꝛouide that was ner d⸗ 
full that is our Loꝛd Jeſus Chꝛiſt aſcen⸗ 
ded to heauen to pꝛepare foꝛ her a dwelinz 
place of euerlaſting iop, whereas wee 


with our Loꝛd God in honour and gloꝛp. 

Wut alas, in the meane time came the 
- | Dinell and beguiledthe wꝛetched ſoule bp 
„a deadly ſinne, and (s he entred info the 
't | Caftle of our heart, which ſhould be the 
t | Caſtle of God. The knight Jeſu knocked 
h | at the gate of our heart, acco2ding tothe 
c 


Dcripture, Loe, I ſtand at the doore and 
knecke, 


— 5 


Dinell maimed in his Kingdome, where ⸗ 


ſhould dwell after the day of Judgement 


The Hiſtorie of 
if any man will open, that I may 


1 * 3 where the Diuell is, God doth 
nter.,.ex | fnner. will receiue 


N 5 hip rex entan , | hich ſeing our Lo2d 
auging £ 


ithe Ctolle, that we map ſer his 
Hottdp woimds which her ſuffered fo2 vs, 
we ſinners chould he the tather mindefyll 
of his loue. Fo2 from the crowneof his 
head vnto the ſoleof his fete, was left no 
whole place. Therefoze ſaiththe Prophet 
Eſay, behold and fee, if any lors o be like 
to my ſorrow, Therefo2e he is at : 1 
man that will not be connertes vnto hi 
Aozd God, but lyeth ſtill in deadly Anne, 
Wwherkoze when he is called befozethe high 
Judge, he hall be condemned to enerla- 
King death, Thexetore ſtudie we to open 
the dozes of cur hearts by fruitful faith in 
Almighty God, k then wil haut doubt we 
hall obtaine euer laſting life. Unto which 
bzing vs dur Lozd Jeſu Chiſt. Amen. 


The Argument, , 
The body and Soule of a man being made 
* Gods grace) ) che Temple of the ho- 
de boſt, doe give themſelues to ſerue 
715 pleaſe God in chis life, and to louc 
God and their Neighbours accarding 


to his lawes: and though 1 the bady by 
death 
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Geſta Romanorum : 
death ſuffer Mortall affliction for atime, 

yet by Faith, Hope aud Charity in Ieſus 
Chriſt, both body and ſoule ſhall inhe- 
dit life and i boy everlaſting; 


The 44. Hiſtorie. 


T is readofacertaine Romane Empe- 
rour, which erecting foz hunſelfe a god 
ly monument o2 Tombe, as the Labon- 
rers digged in the ground of his Pallace, 
they found a Coffin of gold bound about 
with th2ee hoopes, and vpon the hoopes 
was ingrauen theſe wo2ds, I haue ſpent, 
I haue giuen, I have kept, I haue had, 
I now baue, I naue loſt, I am puniſhed, 
That which I ſpent I had; That which 


J gaue I haue, When the Emperour 


ſaw this, hes called together his Nobles 
and States, and ſatd vnts them; By 
Lo2ds , gve and conſider among your 
ſelues, what this Inſcription meaneth: 
Unto whom the Nobles ſhoztly after 
returned this anſwer ſaping,the meaning 
of this Jnſcription is no otherwiſe but 
this: There was a certaine Emperottt 

your p2evecefſour , which veſtredto leaue 
behinde him an example to others, that 


they might follow him in gwslife, e con- 


1 N viz. I haue ſpent my life in iudg⸗ 
ing 


- The Hiftorie of 
wn others righteouſly, and gouerning m? 
ſelfe acco2ding ts the rule of reaſon. 1 haue 
given, to my Souldiers things neceſſary: 
bafo the poze maintenance and ſiuing: 
andto euerpone as to myſelfe , accoꝛding 
to their deſerts. I haue kept, in all my 
wo2ke, righteouſnes, mercyto them that 
= meede if, and to wozkemen their wozthy 
* mages. I haue had, a liberall and a con- 
5 Kant heart to every one which ſerued me, 
I haue giuen riches in their neceſſity,x los 
ning fauonr at al times, Ihaue had, a band 
ta tame and ſubdue enemies, to pꝛotea 
and defend friends, and to puniſh Dffen- 
vers. I haue loft, fœliſhneſſe, the frignd- 
ſhip-of enemies, and laſt oꝛ laſciuiouſ⸗ 
nete of the ſleſh. I am puniſhed now by 
death becauſe I belceued not as J ought 
tu haue done, in one God eternall. I am 
puniſned 4 ſay, alas, becauſe J cannot re 
derme my ſelfe but by the merita sf Chꝛiſt 
Jeſus the ſaniour of the wozld. hen 
the Cmpers2 afo2ſaid heard the meaning 
ofthe inſcriptions wiſely interpꝛeted on 
. this manner, andhow lang that deceaſed 

1 Emperour had liued, he thereby gouerned 
himſelfc and his ſubiects moꝛe prouident⸗ 
ly, and ended his life in Gids peace, with 


much honour. 
The 


+4 
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GeſtaRomanorum*® 


The Morall. 

Deare friends, this Emperotir map be 
called euery god Chꝛiſtian man oz tas 
man, which ought and is bound to erect 
and re:edifie a Tombe, that is, his heart 
pꝛepared vnto Gad, that he map perfeame 


| bis will abone all things. and ſo diggeth 


in the ground of his heart by contritien 
and ſozrowfull repentance fo2 his Fane? 
and ſo ſhall he find a golden Coffin, that 
ts, a body dead to ſinne, but his loule gars 
niſhed with vertnes, by Gods grate ſa 

ranting the ſame, and bound about with 
th2® golden hoops, viz. with Faith 
Pope, and Charity. What then was in⸗ 


grauen in the ſame theee hoopes? Firft, I 


r 


haue ſpent where it may be aſked, what 
haſt thou ſpenf? The good Chꝛiſtian ans 
ſwereth, my body and ſoule in the ſers 
uice of God: tf any of pou beſfowe his 
tempozall life ſo, bee ſhall bee aſſured of a 
great reward, enen of life everlaſting. 
Tho ſecond inſcription, is, I haue kept. 
What halt thou kep@ the god — 
anſwereth, a contrite & humble heart, am 
p2epared vuto God, to doe whatſoener 
r pleaſure was. The third inſcrip⸗ 
I haue giuen, what Halt thou 
giuen 


The Hiſtorle of 


cinen 2 The god Chziſtian anſwereth: 
Loue vnto God with all my heart, with 
all my ſottle and with all my minde, and 
lone vnto my neighbour, acco2ding fo the 
commandement of God. The fourth in⸗ 
Tcription is, I haue had, what halt thou 
had? the Goo Chiſtian anſwereth and 
ſaith, ſurely a wzetched life: becauſe F 
wasconceined in finne and boꝛne in int- 
quitie, and alſo'was fo2med of vile and 
baſe matter. Fiftly, what is that inſcrip⸗ 
tion I haue? The god Chziſtian anſwe⸗ 
eth, my Baptiſme, and thereby am made 

the ſouldier of Chꝛiſt, by vertues which 
God gaue me in my Baptiſme, where be⸗ 
foze J was the bond-flaye of Sathan. 
Sixtlp, what is that inſcription, I haue 
loſt? To this anſwereth the good Chꝛi⸗ 
ſcian, ſurely the fanour of God, by mine 
owne 'deſerts, not all the finnes which J 
haue committed againſt God, J haue by 
repentance cozrected E amended : becauſe 
repentance is one meane, but Chzifts me - 
rits chiefly and eſpectally cleanſeth vs fro 
all ſinne: Seauenthlp, what is that in⸗ 
ſcription, I am puniſhed 2 The god Chꝛi⸗ 
Tian anſwereth and ſaith, becauſe J am 
affiictedby death foz the offences and ſins 


in n my life, Eightly, what is chat ae 
bien 


Geſta Romantoruni, 
tion, I haue ſpent that which Thad? TG 
this anſwereth the G d Chꝛiſtian, ſaying 
J haue beſtowed my life time here in the 
wozkes of mercy, by the grace which 1 
recetuedof my Lozd Jeſus Chꝛiſt. Hinths 
lp, what is that inſcription, That which I 
gaue, I haue: Surelꝑ in all mytempozall 
life J gaue all my counſell, whole aſſent, 
and will which J had, fo be the ſeruant 
at God, and now it is in the god will and 
pleaſure of God, that J ſhall remains 
with him in the iopes of enerlaffing 
life in Yeauen, vnto the which 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt our Dautous 

bing vs all: 
Amen. 
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